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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS TO THE 
76th THEOSOPHICAL CONVENTION 

Banaras, 26th December 1951 
By C. JINARAJADASA 


My Brothers: 

I greet you all with hearty goodwill, 
and I am glad you have come to make 
this Convention a success. At this 
Convention, the Society is in its 
seventy-seventh year. I want on your 
behalf to look back at the history of 
the Society, and see what it is that 
Theosophists have done in the course 
of this long history. 

Among the Adepts of the Great 
White Brotherhood there were two, 
Mahatma Morya and Mahatma Koot 
Hoomi, who undertook to lead a move¬ 
ment to bring back to the world again 
the ancient teachings of Brahma* 
Vidyi, the Divine Wisdom. The work 
was very difficult and full of risks. 
The beginning of it has thus been 
described by the Mahatma Morya : 

'* In casting about we found in 
America the man to stand as leader 
—a man of great moral courage, 
unselfish, and having other good 
qualities. He was far from being 
the best, but he was the best one 
available. With him we associat¬ 
ed a woman of most exceptional 
and wonderful endowments. Com¬ 
bined with them she had strong 
personal defects, but just as she 
was, there was no second to her 
living fit for this work. We sent 
her to America, brought them to¬ 
gether—and the trial began. From 
the first, both she and he were 


given clearly to understand that 
the issue lay entirely with them¬ 
selves. And both offered them¬ 
selves for the trial for certain re¬ 
muneration in the far distant 
future as—as K.H. would say— 
soldiers volunteer for a Forlorn 
Hope.” 1 

There were only sixteen who were 
the first members to begin the Society, 
the most prominent of these being 
Colonel H. S. Olcott, H. F. Blavatsky, 
and W. Q. Judge. The formal Inau¬ 
guration of the Society was on Novem¬ 
ber 17, 1875, an anniversary which 
every Lodge celebrates as the begin¬ 
ning of a new year of the Society’s 
work. 

During the first seven years the 
Society was surrounded by danger, 
especially in 1881 and 1882, and the 
two Mahatmas did not know whether 
the Society would not collapse. Fortu¬ 
nately, before November 17, 1882, the 
crisis was over and then the Society 
continued slowly growing in vigour. 

I am glad to remember that at our 
Golden Jubilee of the Society in 1925 
I created in honour of our two Found¬ 
ers an avenue of trees, called 44 Found¬ 
ers’ Avenue", There were at that 
time forty-one National Societies, and 
trees were planted for each of them, 
and in addition one for Colonel Olcott 

1 The quotations are from The Umhatma 
Letters to A. P. Sinnett. 
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and another for H.P.B. These latter 
two were planted by Dr. Besant, but 
in the case of all the other trees, by a 
General Secretary or his representative 
for each National Society. We had 
present at that Convention a very 
large number of General Secretaries. 
As each tree was planted, there was 
placed at its root some soil from each 
country, so that in 1925 the soil of 
forty-one countries of the world was 
mingled with the soil of India. Last 
Convention, at our Seventy-fifth Anni¬ 
versary, eight more trees were planted, 
for since 1925 there have been that 
number of additional Sections created. 
In that case, too, the soil from each 
country was brought or sent to Adyar 
for the occasion. Thus, we have what 
is probably the most unique place on 
Globe D, our Earth, where the soil of 
forty-nine countries is mingled with 
the soil of India. It is one symbol of 
the World Unity which we are slowly 
creating with our work. 

The trees planted are a variety 
known as Barbados Mahogany, and 
are all from the seeds of one magni¬ 
ficent tree in the Estate. This tree is 
probably at least two centuries old, 
and at the moment has a girth of 
twenty-eight and a half feet (9 metres 
13 cm.). Similarly, some two centuries 
from now there will be a wonderful 
avenue of huge trees at Adyar, prob¬ 
ably the most unique avenue in India. 
Each young tree has been planted so 
as to allow it plenty of light and room 
for growth. 

I recall my first attendance at a 
Convention at Adyar, exactly fifty 
years ago. A few years before my 
visit there were so few Lodges that 
Colonel Olcott had a shield for each 
Lodge, and placed them on a wall in 
the Great Hall. But now there are 
so many Lodges that we can only 
display at Convention the flags of the 
National Societies, and of the countries 
where the Lodges are not yet sufficient 
in number to form a National Society, 


like Japan, and Viet-Nam, which used 
to be called Indochina. The last Na¬ 
tional Society to be formed was that of 
East Africa. I hope there will soon be 
another National Society in Bolivia, 
where there are already six Lodges. 

When looking at our statistics 
of membership, some people get the 
idea that the Society is no longer 
progressing. This is completely er¬ 
roneous, because the influence of the 
Society must not be judged merely by 
the membership. On the whole, with 
the exception of a few countries, al¬ 
most as many members join the Society 
in any given period as leave. The 
difficult economic situation everywhere 
accounts for the fact that many who 
have joined are not able to continue 
paying their annual dues. This is 
specially the case in India. It is true 
that every Section exempts those who 
are not able to pay full dues or can 
only pay a part. Nevertheless, a cer¬ 
tain number do not want to ask this 
favour. 

We must also remember that as 
the result of our work throughout the 
world in' spreading the Theosophical 
ideas, there are many organizations 
that have taken up the ideas, and arc 
spreading them quite outside the cir¬ 
cles of our Theosophical Lodges. 
Steadily year by year the intellectual 
world is being permeated more and 
more with Theosophical terms, even 
if, as in the case of some novelists 
especially, the terms are merely ex¬ 
ploited to make their writings more up 
to date. 

The real value of the work of the 
Theosophical Society must be judged 
from quite a different plane than that 
of counting the number of members. 
We have long proclaimed the Power 
of Thought. It is when we evaluate 
the changes produced in the world 
of thought, that we can appreciate 
better what has been done by the 
attempts of Theosophists who have 
been members of the Society from the 
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beginning. I will illustrate by the 
most significant event that happened 
in 1920 for the welfare of the world. 

In the first five years of the Society’s 
existence, the idea of the Universal 
Brotherhood appeared only in a minor 
role in the prospectus of the work. 
But when the Adept Teachers began 
to communicate through Letters to 
Mr. Sinnctt and Mr. Hume, then They 
made clear that Their objective was 
not to give a mere philosophy or to 
teach the mechanics of occultism, but 
definitely to aim to promote a Uni¬ 
versal Broherhood of mankind. Thus, 
we have most clearly in a Letter 
written by Mahatma Root Hoomi in 
December 1880: 

“ The Chiefs want a * Brother¬ 
hood of Humanity,’ a real Uni¬ 
versal Fraternity started ; an in¬ 
stitution which would make itself 
known throughout the world and 
arrest the attention of the highest 
minds." 

This idea is reiterated again and 
again. Thus, we have the ideal ex¬ 
plained in beautiful >vords, by the 
Mahatma Root Hoomi: 

" The term ‘ Universal Brother¬ 
hood* is no idle phrase. Human¬ 
ity in the mass has a paramount 
claim upon us, as I try to explain 
in my letter to Mr. Hume, which 
you had better ask the loan of. 
It is the only secure foundation 
for universal morality. If it be 
a dream, it is at least a noble one 
for mankind : and it is the aspira¬ 
tion of the true adept." 

But this idea was not palatable to 
the two Englishmen, who were keenly 
interested in occultism. Finally, the 
great Adept called the Maha Chohan, 
" to whose insight the future lies like 
an open page," had to intervene. To 
use a common phrase, the Adept de¬ 
finitely ** put his foot down " on the 
whole matter of occultism as being a 


necessary part for the Theosophical 
Society. He said : 

“ Rather perish the T. S. with 
both its hapless founders than 
that we should permit it to be¬ 
come no better than an academy 
of magic, a hall of occultism." 

Now, from that day every Theo¬ 
sophical Lodge has been, directly or 
indirectly, a centre for the propagation 
of the ideal of Universal Brotherhood. 
Each person who joins knows of and 
subscribes to our First Object, " to 
form a nucleus of the Universal Bro¬ 
therhood of Humanity". All our 
studies concerning the Plan of Evolu¬ 
tion, not excluding Occultism and 
Mysticism, converge on the ideal of 
the fundamental equality of all man¬ 
kind, irrespective of race, creed, sex, 
caste or colour. Each Theosophical 
Lodge from the beginning has been 
like a radio emitting tower broad¬ 
casting into the mental world the idea 
of the Unity of all mankind. From 
1875 to 1918 we were charging the 
mental atmosphere with this thought. 
The modification brought about by 
our work is evidenced by the fact that 
in 1919 President Woodrow Wilson 
of the United States broached the 
idea of a League of Nations. Our 
Society was already a League of 
Peoples. Why was the idea of a League 
of Nations acceptable to the principal 
peoples of the world ? Only because, 
in advance of Wilson’s dream, there 
had been a set of pioneers modifying 
the mentality of the world. This was 
exactly what was planned by the 
Adept Brotherhood. 

The League was formally launched 
into being in 1920. We know that, 
owing to many causes, the League 
became ineffective, except for one 
most important division, which still 
continues its beneficent work of recon¬ 
struction, the International Labour 
Office. But the League of Nations 
was re-born under the guidance of 
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the Elder Brethren of humanity as 
the United Nations. Two men, Frank¬ 
lin Roosevelt, President of the United 
States, and Winston Churchill, the 
Prime Minister of England, became 
the unconscious agents of the Plan. 

But this is not all. Though as to 
numbers we are not even 40,000 mem¬ 
bers, yet for the future of the world our 
work is most essential. The United 
Nations will certainly continue, but it 
is only a union, certainly of 60 nations, 
but not of all the peoples of all 
mankind. Think of the millions of 
the dark races of Africa. Yet the 
true future of mankind will only materi¬ 
alize when there is the Unity of all 
the peoples of the world. But this 
situation can never be brought about 
by pacts and treaties. A work, funda¬ 
mental, invisible, and on the spiritual 
plane , must be done to assure and 
stabilize this Unity. 

It is our task as Theosophists to do 
this, and we can only do it by develop¬ 
ing an idea that has been fundamental 
from the beginning in our teachings. 
We have never forgotten the fact, even 
though we may not have stressed it 
very clearly, that each human being is 
the embodiment of the Divine Nature, 
and that behind even the veriest savage 
is a mysterious Divinity, in whose 
nature all mankind shares. In every 
religion, in one form or other, this 
idea exists. 

In Hinduism it is “ The one God¬ 
head hidden in all creatures, the inmost 
soul of all In Christianity it is " the 
Christ in you, the hope of glory.” In 
Buddhism it is a conception of a 
Buddha-Principle in all existence, which 
manifests itself in the course of time 
as a Buddha of humanity. All Bud¬ 
dhists know that any individual, man 
or woman, who makes the necessary 
act of will and holds that will through¬ 
out hundreds of incarnations, can 
become a Buddha of humanity. Even 
in Islam, where normally there exists 
an unbridgeable gap between Allah and 


the soul of man, there is the conception 
of a union in one division of Islam, 
known as the Shiah sect of Muham¬ 
madanism. It is this sect, with 30 
millions of followers of the Holy 
Prophet in Persia and India, that gave 
rise to the teachings of the Softs, 
where God is considered the Beloved, 
and the soul of man, the Lover. It 
was soon realized by the SQfis that if 
man loves God in the fullest possible 
manner, it is only because the nature 
of God is resident in man himself. 

If we in the Theosophical Society 
propagate this conception of the Divine- 
hood of all men, we shall then give 
the necessary " steel framework ” for 
the United Nations, so that, when 
crises come in its affairs, its leaders 
will instinctively realize that the Unity 
of mankind must not be broken by 
any earthly disputes and commitments, 
because that Unity is the very essence 
of mankind, even though mankind is 
composed of many types of peoples 
and civilizations. 

I have read, as is my duty, all the 
Annual Reports sent to me by General 
Secretaries of the National Societies 
reporting their work in the course of 
the past twelve months. It would be 
invidious to mention some countries 
and omit others, which would be 
inevitable owing to the number of 
National Societies. But surveying the 
whole situation, I would like to give 
the highest praise in recognition of the 
deep devotion of the members every¬ 
where to our Society and its work. 
The obstacles, of course, are great, 
especially want of finances, which 
prevents the development of the work 
of propaganda in many a field. But 
in spite of all these difficulties, the 
members in every country are staunch 
in their loyalty to the Society and its 
ideals, and though here and there may 
be a lessening or an increase of mem¬ 
bers by a few dozen, what is important 
is not the numerical summing up of 
the membership rolls, as I have said 
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before, but an examination of the types 
of activity undertaken by the members. 
It would require pages to mention all 
the many activities, the number of 
which shows that Theosophists are not 
narrow-minded self-seekers, but are 
continually remembering the great mes¬ 
sage to make Theosophy “ practical,” 
as instructed by the true and inner 
Founders of the Society. 

Here, as indicative of the many 
intellectual interests of students of 
Theosophy, I desire to draw your at¬ 
tention to the two volumes of Where 
Theosophy and Science Meet, compiled 
by Professor Darab D. Kanga, retired 
Professor of Chemistry, Gujarat Col¬ 
lege, Ahmedabad. The great work is 
now in a second edition—a tribute to 
its need. If any sceptical friend of 
yours asks, “ What is it that you Theo¬ 
sophists arc trying to grapple with ? ” 
give this work, for it deals with 
Archaeology, Geology, Anthropology, 
Symbology, Mythology, Relativity, 
Mathematics, Physics, the Fourth 
Dimension, Atoms, Evolutionary 
Biology, Physiology relating to our 
Food and its values, Psychology, 
Philosophy and Yoga, the Higher 
Self, Man and the Universe. The 
majority of the articles are written 
by Theosophists. This w’ork will 
show at a glance to any intelligent 
reader that we are not a set of “ sky- 
pilots,” dreaming of heaven and the 
invisible and the intangible, but 
earnest students trying to under¬ 
stand every science and philosophy, 
so that we may give a lead to 
mankind out of the morass in which 
it finds itself today. All students 
owe a deep gratitude to Professor 
Kanga, a resident of Adyar, for his 
devoted labours during many years. 
It is indeed a magnum opus , 
and an outstanding contribution to 
Theosophy. 

During this year I devoted six 
months towards helping the work in 


Australia and New Zealand. I was 
accompanied by my private secretary, 
Miss Elithe Nisewanger, and my office 
assistant, Miss Jamni Thadani. Owing 
to dock strikes in New Zealand, my 
travel there was complicated, and 
definitely involved a certain amount of 
hardship. But hardship is part of the 
*' bag and baggage ” of every Theo- 
sophical lecturer, and I need say no 
more. 

Our former Vice-President, Brother 
N. Sri Ram, had an eight-months’ tour 
in the United States, and also visited 
Canada, Cuba and Mexico in the course 
of his work. 

Shrimati Rukmini Devi toured in 
Europe, where she was guest of honour 
at Conventions in Belgium and 
Switzerland, also in Austria which held 
at Graz its first Convention since the 
outbreak of the Second World War. 
She also visited England, Wales, France 
and Denmark, and of course spent 
some time at the important Centre of 
workers at Huizen, of which she is the 
Head. 

Among the workers from Interna¬ 
tional Headquarters who have travelled 
this year is the Recording Secretary, 
Miss Helen Zahara, who on her way 
to England stayed for some days in 
the Isle of Cyprus and addressed the 
members there. I hope a Lodge will 
presently be formed in Cyprus. She 
also spent several days in Rome, then 
was several weeks in England, where 
she attended their Convention and 
addressed the gathering. Duting this 
absence, her work was carried on most 
efficiently by Miss Elizabeth Preston. 
The work of that office is indeed most 
arduous. Our Treasurer, Mr. C. D. T. 
Shores, had a month’s trip to Indo¬ 
nesia and Malaya, visiting the several 
Lodges there and, naturally of course, 
Singapore. Two other Headquarters 
workers, Shrimati Bhagirathi Sri Ram 
and Mr. M. Subramaniam, spent a 
month in Rangoon, helping the work 
of the Lodge in that city. During the 
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absence of the Treasurer, the Assistant 
Treasurer, Mr. K. S. Rajagopalan, took 
over the work. That work requires 
very great attention in keeping in order 
210 accounts. 

As in previous years, I am bound to 
express my profound obligation to the 
Vice-President, Mr. Sidney A. Cook. 
His contribution to the Administration 
of the Adyar Estate is unequalled. 
With all his experience in a very large 
business organization in Chicago, and 
his qualifications as a trained account¬ 
ant, he has taken over from me all 
the financial details of Headquarters. 
As we employ 348 workers, including 
the printers at Vasanta Press, and as 
costs are rising, a very careful check 
and control is necessary. There is no 
Department where money is not involv¬ 
ed, and where he does not enter to 
enquire and report to me what can be 
bettered and in what way we can 
develop the work. I do not want to 
enter into details, but I do feel that I 
must express my profoundest obligation 
to the Vice-President for his contri¬ 
bution. 

Next to the Vice-President, the staff 
worker to whom I owe most is my 
Assistant Editor of The Theoso • 
phif*t, Mrs. Dosibai R Dinshaw. It 
is she who “assembles” the articles 
for presentation to me, “ edits ” them 
(which consists largely in cutting the 
articles down to reasonable length for 
our limited number of pages), and 
“proofs” everything. When I am 
away, I leave her full discretion about 
the whole magazine except the Watch- 
Tower Notes, which I w rite laboriously. 

I must also mention, with thanks 
on your behalf also, the Heads of the 
various Departments at Adyar. The 
mere enumeration of the Departments 
will show- that we are indeed a colony 
of dedicated workers: Recording Secret¬ 
ary’s office, Treasurer’s office, Adyar 
Library, Engineering Department, 
Theosophical Publishing House, 
Vasanta Press, Leadbeater Chambers, 


BhojanasSla, Garden Department, 
Laundry, Dispensary, Sanitary Depart¬ 
ment, Watch and Ward, and the 
Cleaning Squad. 

Members know by now of the crea¬ 
tion some years ago of the Ady'ar 
Besant Commemorative Fund, the 
capital sum of which is not drawn 
upon for current expenses. It is only 
from the interest received that we get 
some help to lessen the heavy burden 
of the expenses of Headquarters’ 
administration. I regret to note that 
of late this very important Fund is 
not being adequately supported, and 
that collections have fallen off. Mem¬ 
bers have perhaps become somewhat 
“ weary in well-doing ”. Once again, 
I recommend that members should 
remember this permanent Fund for 
our Headquarters when they make 
testamentary dispositions. A few have 
already done so and have earned there¬ 
by a good Karma which will assure 
them future lives under happy circum¬ 
stances. 

I feel that I must announce to all 
Thcosophists the completion of a work 
begun in 1895 by our two leaders, 
Annie Besant and C. W. Leadbeater. 
This is in that recondite but most fasci¬ 
nating field of Occult Chemistry, which 
is an investigation by clairvoyant magni¬ 
fication of all the chemical elements of 
the Periodic Table, and the nature of 
many of the elements as they break up 
into the higher sub-planes of the 
physical. Part of this work has also 
entailed the description of the forma¬ 
tion of a certain number of compounds. 
From the beginning I have been inti¬ 
mately associated with this work, not 
as a clairvoyant investigator, but as 
the recorder of the investigations. Most 
of the diagrams in the First and 
Second Editions of the work Occult 
Chemistry were drawn by me. 

From 1895 to 1933 the w-ork pro¬ 
gressed steadily, and now we have just 
published the Third and Final Edi¬ 
tion. This part of the work, the 
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re-drawing of all the diagrams, and 
putting the already published and 
additional material into the present 
book, has been directed, under my 
general supervision, by one thoroughly 
qualified. Miss Elizabeth W. Preston, 
M.Sc., who has been in touch with 
the work of Occult Chemistry for over 
twenty years. It was fortunate for 
me that she has been at Adyar to 
direct this work. 

The volume is in large format, 13 J by 
10 inches (34 by 25$ cm.), consists of 
400 pages and contains 230 diagrams. 
As you can well imagine, the volume 
is going to be expensive, but we have 
arranged for a reduction in the price 
to certified members. This [showing 
the book] is the volume which has 
just been issued. 

Now that this work is completed, I 
can say, “ Nunc dimittis “ Lord 
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in 
peace.” 

I should further like to state my 
profound conviction—I am fairly in 
touch with modern Science and its 
researches and have studied Occult 
Chemistry since 1895—that in about 
two centuries there will be three works 
that will remain as our outstanding 
contributions to the world’s knowledge. 
By then all the many Theosophical 
ideas will have been accepted by the 
intelligent men and women of the 
world, and there will be no further 
propaganda needed for what we call 
modern Theosophy. The three works 
that will remain permanent are : First, 
The Secret Doctrine ; second, the prin¬ 
cipal texts and translations, issued by 
our great Adyar Library; and third, 
this work Occult Chemistry. Occult 
Chemistry contains a vast material 
dealing with the working of the Divine 
Mind, the Great Architect and Grand 
Geometrician of the Universe. The 
whole science of Chemistry will be re¬ 
written in the light of this contribution 
by our two Theosophical leaders. In 
making this statement 1 am not draw¬ 


ing upon my fancy. In this matter 
I have my feet fairly on earth, and I 
know' the values of the chief depart¬ 
ments of Science. But in this work is 
a contribution which, in the future, will 
be recognized as one of the most wonder¬ 
ful contributions by Theosophists to 
world-knowledge. 

In my last Convention Address, I 
alluded to the desire of a handful of 
Theosophists in various countries in 
the world that there should be an 
attempt to make one Theosophical 
Society out of the several that exist 
today. Besides our Parent Society, the 
largest of all Theosophical Societies, 
there is the Theosophical Society, once 
at Point Loma, later at Covina, and 
now in Pasadena. Lately two people 
have been agitating for this union and 
bombarded me with letters, and 1 have 
had to explain that nothing would be 
gained by such an attempt at union, 
when Theosophists of the various 
groups are divided on certain issues. 
It is perfectly true that all are united 
in our profound respect for H. P. B. 
and supreme regard for her teachings. 
But she is not the only “ Founder ” of 
the Society. Among the two who have 
been called “ the suffering founders ” 
by the Mah&tmas, Colonel Olcott was 
one. Our Parent Society is the only 
one that recognizes his contribution to 
the building of the Society, which is 
equal to that of H. P. B., though in a 
different field. 

On this matter of the usefulness of 
several groups of Theosophists follow¬ 
ing their own ideals of Theosophical 
work, Dr. Besant once referred to the 
question. In 1907 here in Banaras a 
certain division took place, and some 
members led by a most devoted Theo* 
sophist and worker, the late Upendra- 
nath Basu, and the late Miss Lillian 
Edger, separated themselves from the 
Society and organized themselves into 
a movement called “ The Independent 
Theosophical Federation Dr. Besant 
highly approved that those who 



8 


THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


dissented from her should continue their 
contribution to Theosophical work, 
even though they were no longer a 
part of the Parent Society. The follow¬ 
ing is what she said : 

“ It is good that there should be 
many Societies, based on similar 
principles but differing in administra¬ 
tion and in unessential details, that 
carry abroad into the world the pre¬ 
cious truths of the WISDOM. Some 
brethren, I know, think that as 
' union is strength,’ the formation 
of different Societies is undesirable. 
Personally, I do not think so. Union 
is certainly to be wished for, but 
union and uniformity are not ident¬ 
ical. We may be united, in the true 
sense—bound together by mutual 
love and by a common desire to 
serve humanity by spreading truth— 
although one may prefer one organi¬ 
zation and one another. We must 
not, as followers of the WISDOM, 
repeat the error of Rome and insist 
on uniformity. So may the Masters’ 
blessing rest—as assuredly it will— 
on all who worthily serve Them, 
and let us rejoice that those who 
cannot see with us in everything 
find their own part of the vineyard, 
and their own way of working.” 

This is exactly what I said last Con¬ 
vention. We have as an illuminating 
thought Dr. Arundale’s slogan, " To¬ 
gether, differently ”. We as individuals 
and as groups cannot help being 
different in our ways of work and our 
personal loyalties. Nevertheless, we can 
be together in the service of humanity. 

I notice from the Reports of the 
National Societies that in many coun¬ 
tries there are study classes on The 
Secret Doctrine. But it is astonishing 
that there has been no study class 
reported on one of H.P.B.’s contri¬ 
butions which she herself valued highly, 
The Voice of the Silence. H.P.B.’s 
gift to us was not merely the exposition 
to the philosophic and scientific mind 


of what the Adept Brotherhood had to 
teach. She was aiming all the time 
to lead to the feet of the Holy Ones 
those who aspired to the spiritual 
life. 

In order to help them she translated 
a gem which she had learnt during her 
stay in Tibet. Anyone who reads it 
will realize how strongly she is urging 
the aspirant to renounce everything of 
the self, and to think continually of 
suffering humanity. Who will ever 
forget these verses of hers, indicating 
what is the spiritual life for the 
aspirant : 

” Let thy Soul lend its ear to 
every cry of pain, like as the lotus 
bares its heart to drink the morning 
sun. 

“ Let not the fierce sun dry one 
tear of pain before thyself hast wiped 
it from the sufferer’s eye. 

“ But let each burning human 
tear drop on thy heart and there 
remain ; nor ever brush it off until 
the pain that caused it is removed. 

” These tears, O thou of heart 
most merciful, these are the streams 
that irrigate the fields of charity 
immortal.” 

The only commentary that I know, 
illuminating the teachings of The Voice 
of the Silence, is by C. \V. Lead beater, 
a pupil of H.P.B. The commentary 
consists of 284 pages ; it was published 
in 1931 as Volume II of Talks on the 
Path of Occultism. 

I bring up this point because, during 
the last fifty years, while we have been 
irradiating the White Light of Theo¬ 
sophy, there are many groups of peo¬ 
ple who have taken our ideas and 
made that Light definitely ” grey ”. 
H.P.B. insists on a strict demarcation 
between white magic and black magic. 
Black is easily recognized, but not grey, 
and there are many variations of the 
grey, shading off from the White Light. 

Wherever any group of people is 
intent on knowledge for their own 
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unfoldmcnt, or is seeking a fuller reali¬ 
zation by acquirement of psychic 
powers, or by what is called Yoga 
practices, then the element of the grey 
magic enters into what they consider 
the spiritual life. There is one or¬ 
ganization in the United States that 
does a great deal of propaganda and 
claims to reveal Rosicrucianism. 1 
recall some years ago when in Cuba, 
that this organization advertised itself 
in these words, as an inducement to 
the public : “ You can influence others 
by your thoughts.” Certainly you can, 
and if you develop this power of the 
mind, it will be quite useful in busi¬ 
ness relations and particularly if an 
unscrupulous person wants to subject 
women to his passions. But all this 
is definitely even more than grey. 

In her work H.P.B. warns us of the 
influence of the: dark forces, whom 
she calls " the murderers of their 
Souls, the dread Dad-Dugpa clan ”. 
The dread Dad-Dugpas are very much 
in evidence just now, and are finding 
their tools in much that passes for 
occultism and psychism, and sad to 
say, in the field of Art also. 

We must never forget that from the 
first days of the Theosophical Society, 
MahStma Root Hoomi, as one of the 
true Founders of the Society, pro¬ 
claimed our duty towards helpless and 
distressed humanity, w hom He called 
“ the great Orphan ". Said the Adept: 

"... human and purely individ¬ 
ual personal feelings—blood-ties 
and friendship, patriotism and race 
predilection—all will give away, 
to become blended into one uni¬ 


versal feeling, the only true and 
holy, the only unselfish and Eter¬ 
nal one—Love, an Immense Love 
for humanity—as a Whole 1 For 
it is ‘Humanity’ which is the 
great Orphan, the only disinherited 
one upon this earth, my friend. 
And it is the duty of every man 
who is capable of an unselfish 
impulse, to do something, how¬ 
ever little, for its welfare. Poor, 
poor humanity! " 

Happily, for our welfare and in order 
that we might not forget " poor Orphan 
humanity,” in 1908 Dr. Besant or¬ 
ganized the Theosophical Order of 
Service, so that some of us at least 
should remember that we have a duty 
to suffering mankind. H.P.B. once 
quoted as follows from a Letter of one 
of the Adepts: 

" Theosophy must not repre¬ 
sent merely a collection of moral 
verities, a bundle of metaphysical 
ethics epitomized in theoretical 
dissertations. Theosophy must be 
more piactical, and has, therefore, 
to be disencumbered of useless 
discussion.” 

I now ask you to rise as I close 
with an Invocation to the Holy Ones 
made by Dr. Besant: 

" May our weakness be uplifted by 
Their resistless Power, our ignorance 
enlightened by Their pure Wisdom, 
our policy guided by Their high 
Activity, until Love reigns upon earth 
and the Oneness of the Self is known.” 

C. JINARaJAD iSA 


2 
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TO THEOSOPHICAL LODGES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

You are aware how our Leaders, the volume of Occult Chemistry by a 
Annie Besant and C. W. Leadbeater, collection among the members, to 
devoted themselves to the cause of place it in the Lodge Library. The 
Theosophy, the former for 45 years, Lodge will then be able to refer an 
the latter for 50 years. I suggest that, inquirer of a scientific mind to this 
as an act of gratitude of their services specialized work on Chemistry and 
rendered to us, each Lodge purchase Physics. 




TREASURER’S REPORT 


The Income and Expenditure ac¬ 
count of the TheosophicalSociety for the 
year ended 30th September, 1951, closed 
with a surplus of Rs. 17,533-8-3. 
This has been rendered possible by the 
receipt of donations of Rs. 8,962-5-7, 
Adyar Day Collections of Rs. 26,483-4-2 
and bequests of Rs. 31,315-13-3. None 
of the last mentioned amount could be 
made available for the A.B.C. Fund, 
as was hoped, since the full amount is 


necessary to reinforce the Society’s 
working Capital. (See comments under 
Engineering Department.) 

The Adyar Day Collections include 
a sum of Rs. 20,675-14-5 contributed 
by members in the U.S.A. and, with 
the small balance carried forward from 
last year, amounted to Rs. 27,005-3-10. 
This sum has been allocated by the 
President as follows: 


Olcott Harijan Free Schools ... 

• • • 

Rs. 

... 1,000 

A. 

0 

P. 

0 

Adyar Library 

• • • 

... 2,000 

0 

0 

Welfare Fund 

• • • 

... 2,000 

0 

0 

Faithful Service Fund 

• • • 

... 5,000 

0 

0 

Vice-President’s Travelling Fund 

• • • 

... 1,000 

0 

0 

President’s Discretionary Fund 

• •• 

... 1,500 

0 

0 

Besant Theosophical School 

• • • 

... 1,000 

0 

0 

Sum made available to the T. S. 

• • • 

... 13,000 

0 

0 



26,500 

0 

0 

Retained for further allocation 

• •• 

... 505 

3 

10 



27,005 

3 

10 


Adyar Besant Commemorative Fund. 
—The sum of Rs. 68,092 was re¬ 
ceived during the year for this fund 
and the balance on 30-9-1951 was 
Rs. 6,01,075 towards the target figure 
of Rs. 20,00,000. Our grateful thanks 
are due to the many donors for 
their continued generous contributions 
to the fund. The interest income of 
Rs. 20,464 in the current year shows 
to what extent the Society is dependent 
for its support upon this growing fund. 


Fees and Dues received during the 
year total slightly more than the bud¬ 
get estimate of Rs. 20,000. As diffi¬ 
culties still exist relative to remittances 
from many countries, the receipts dur¬ 
ing the coming year are not likely to 
be more than this amount. 

The Faithful Service Fund .—This 
fund opened with a credit balance 
of Rs. 20,792 and during the year 
Rs. 12,419 was disbursed. Rs. 5,000 
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has been allocated to this fund from 
the Adyar Day Collections to ensure 
continuation of allowances to faithful 
workers through the coming year. 
After taking into account this and 
other donations received, a balance 
remains of Rs. 16,538. 

Capital Expenditure. —Capital im¬ 
provements in the amount Rs. 25,501 
include Rs. 8,334 made to various 
buildings of the Society and shown in 
the Immovable Property account and 
Rs. 17,167 for new Transformer and 
pumping equipment shown as Electri¬ 
cal Installation under Departmental 
Assets. 

Purchases of Movable Property in¬ 
clude Recording Equipment at a cost 
of Rs. 5,300 and the filming of the 
Adyar Convention, Rs. 2,450. The 
recording equipment is for use at the 
School of the Wisdom and for other 
purposes. The film will be available 
for exhibition to members abroad. 
A rental charge will be made to offset 
the cost involved. 

Repairs and Renewals. —During the 
year necessary repairs amounting to 
Rs. 28,049-11-3 were carried out with¬ 
in the budget limit of Rs. 30,000. It 
should be noted that against this heavy 
and recurring expense the Society has 
a rental income of Rs. 56,612- 

Taxation. —As anticipated last year 
the Madras Corporation taxes on our 
buildings have been increased and a 
sum of Rs. 11,849-14-6 has been paid. 
This is included with other taxes paid, 
amounting in all to Rs. 12,466-13-6. 

Appropriations. —Following previ¬ 
ous years’ practice, a grant of Rs. 5,000 
has been made to the Adyar Library. 
As is known, the publications of the 
Adyar Library are mainly of scholarly 
interest with a very small market for 
their sale. Yet this means of contact 
with the world of scholarship is of 
very great importance as was foreseen 


by Col. Olcott. Special donations to 
this work are urgently needed. 

Convention 1950.— The budgeted 
deficit of Rs. 5,000 under this heading 
was determined before detailed esti¬ 
mates could be prepared for the con¬ 
struction and wiring of the many 
temporary buildings erected for the 
large 75th Convention attendance. As 
a result the budget was exceeded by 
Rs. 9,000. 

Bhojanasala. —A deficit of Rs. 900 
was budgeted for, but the department 
has shown a surplus of Rs. 884-6-0, 
due to income derived from residents 
who stayed longer than the Convention 
period and from those attending other 
conferences. 

Leadbeater Chambers shows a deficit 
of Rs. 422, against a budgeted deficit 
of Rs. 1,000. This is due partly to 
the many residents during Convention 
and also to the catering arrangements 
during that period. 

The Laundry deficit is Rs. 46-0-6, 
which is a substantial improvement as 
compared with previous years. 

Engineering Department. —After pro¬ 
viding a reserve for extending the 
Underground Electric Cable System 
and the renewal of Water Line and 
Meters, this department shows a sur¬ 
plus of Rs. 423. The investment of 
working capital in operating supplies 
on hand has grown from Rs. 17,000 to 
Rs. 49,000 in the last four years with¬ 
out appreciably changing the quantities 
carried. This is typical of the increas¬ 
ing costs in India in all departments 
of life. 

Electric rates have been reduced as 
of October 1, 1951 and w ill be reflected 
in lower revenue for this department. 
However there will be a commensurate 
reduction in operating expense in this 
and other departments, principally in 
the Garden and Press. 
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Garden Department .—The anticipat¬ 
ed deficit for the year was Rs. 500 ; 
but largely owing to a fall in the 
yield of cocoanuts, the year has closed 
with a deficit of Rs. 2,746. The 
cost of maintaining the ornamental 
gardens on the Estate was heavier 
than normal because of the special 
preparations for the 75th Convention. 
Income from the casuarina planta¬ 
tions (shown in the Income Account 
and not credited to this department) 


should increase substantially in future 
years. 

Vasanta Press .—This department 
shows a surplus of Rs. 556 after making 
reservation for contingencies. Steps 
are being taken, through the purchase 
of new type and in other ways, to 
make this department more productive. 

The Watch and Ward and Sanita¬ 
tion Departments have contained their 
expenses within the budget limits. 

C. D. Shores, 

Hatty. Treasurer. 



14 


THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


THE T. S. INCOME AND EXPENSE ACCOUNT 
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FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th SEPTEMBER 1951 


INCOME 

Rs. a. r. 

By Rent (including Leadbeater Chamber* and Bhojanasala) ... 


Fees and Dues ... ... 

Interest : 

... 

... 




Earned 

•«e 

ee. 

30,317 

2 

1 

Less Interest on Funds and Accounts 

e.e 

... 

9.543 

10 

2 

Net Income from Casuarina (Garden Department) 

... 




Donations : 






Balance on MO-1950 

... 

... 

521 

15 

8 

Received during the year 

... 

... 

66,761 

7 

0 




67.283 

6 

8 

Less Allocations and Grants 

- 

... 

13,500 

0 

0 




53.783 

6 

8 

Less Carried forward 

••• 

... 

505 

3 

10 

Administration Charges to Departments 

... 

... 





Rs. 

54.188 

20.530 


A. 

14 2i 
8 0 ! 


Budget 

Allot¬ 

ment 

Rs. 

54.000 

20,000 


20.773 

3.942 


711 
3 0 


20,000 

4,000 


53.278 2 10, 
7,130 0: a 


36.798 

7,130 


1.59.843 3;11 


Examined and found correct. 

V. SOUNDARARAJAN A Co.. 

Chartered Accountants. 
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BALANCE SHEET OF THE THEOSOPHICAL 


CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES 


Capital 
General: 

Balance at Oct. 1, 1950 

Add Excess of Income over Expense 

Departmental : 

Adyar Library 
Engineering Department 
Garden Department... 

Vasanta Press 


Funds (see notes below) 

Of the Society Interest Bearing : 
Adyar Library Endowment Fund (a) 

Adyar Library Building Fund (6) 

Adyar Besant Commemorative 
Fund (c) 

Miscellaneous Funds (a) 

do. do. Id) 


6.44.298 10 11 
17,533 8 3 


1,74.397 9 6 
46.960 2 9 
9.956 10 8 
38.088 14 0 


87,932 12 
1.25.420 15 

6,01.075 11 
48.890 4 
13,584 12 

8.76,904 8 


34,458 10 
34.569 1 
49.545 14 


Of the Society Non interest Bearing: 
President s Travelling Fund 
Pensions ft Gratuities Fund 

Of Others: 

Interest Bearing : 

Sri Panda Baijnath Propaganda 
Endowment Fund 
Miscellaneous 
Non-Interest Bearing 


Sundry Deposits 
Sundry Creditors 

Adyar Library: 

Miscellaneous Funds ... 
Sundry Creditors 
Gratuities Reserve 

Reserves: 

War-deferred Maintenance 
Electrical Line 
Meter and Water Line 
Adyar Day Fund unallotted 
Vasanta Press Contingencies 


Notes —(a) Capital and Interest available for specific 
purposes. 

(6) Interest available for general purposes 

(c) Interest only available for general purposes 

(d) Interest only available for specific purposes 



Adyar 

24th December 1961 


ie Theosophical Society 
C. D. SHORES. 

Hony. Treasurer 
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SOCIETY, ADYAR, AS ON 30th SEPTEMBER 1951 


A y 


PROPERTY AND ASSETS 


Immovable Property: 
Balance at Oct. 1, 1950 
Lands at Adyar 
Buildings „ 


Rs. A. P. 


1.93.857 13 0 
5,78.664 6 3 


Add Improvements during the year 


Less Depreciation Reserve 


Land in Sindh 
“ Cults tan ", Kotagiri: 
Balance at Oct 1. 1950 
Less Depreciation ... 


Movable Properties. Adyar: 
Balance at Oct 1, 1950 
Add Additions during the year 


Less Sales 


Less Depreciation Reserve 


Investments at Coat: 

Government of India Loan (Rs. 6,90.400) 2|% to 4% 
Madras Provincial Govt. Loan (Rs. 1.16.400) 

United Kingdom Loan ... ... 

Surrender Value of Life Policy ... 

Miscellaneous ... ... ... 


Interest accrued on Investments 
Fees and Dues Outstanding 
Sundry Debtors 

Less Rentals billed in Advance 


Departmental Assets: 

Electrical Installation less Depreciation 
Tools. Implements, Utensils and Equipment 
Printing Machinery ... 

Supplies on hand ... .- 

Accounts Recoverable and Advances 
Cash ... ... ... ... 

Advance Rentals ». 

Standing Crops 

Prepaid Fire Insurance Premium 
Works in Progress 


Adyar Library: 

Manuscripts and Books 
Furniture. less Depreciation 
Stock of Publications 
Miscellaneous 


1.46.404 11 9 
12,802 8 0 
37.696 0 0 
288 2 4 


Cash: 

Fixed Deposit 

In Madras Banks on Current Account 
In London Bank do. 

On hand ... 


Rs. 


A. P 


7.72.522 

7,333 


7.79.855 

2.18.430 


11 


14 


13.123 

302 


32.011 

10,085 


42.097 

351 


41.746 

23.516 


6.84,389 

1.16.377 

1.77.046 

15.600 

6.774 


40.672 

2.424 


35,613 

18,739 

22.106 

79,189 

3.770 

413 

179 

8,430 

1.073 

25.388 


1.96.907 


1,97,191 


2,061 

47.032 

3,782 

8,881 


111 3 
0 0 


14 10 


Rs. 


A. 


3.61.425 

10.000 


14,821 


18,229 


11 


10.00,387 
6.337 
2.636 


14 i 0 
5 3 
5 6 


38,248 n 


.94.099 


61.757 


PL07,943 




I* 




11 


Hill 


Examined and found correct. 

V. SOUNDARARAJAN & CO., 

Chartered Accountants. 
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FAITHFUL SERVICE FUND 


Statement of Account for the Year Ended 30-9-1951 


DISBURSEMENTS 

To Miss E. M Amery f 

Rs. 165/- p.m. 6 months > 
Rs. 200/- .. 6 ) 

Miss G. Watkin @ Rs. 218/- 
p.m. ••• 

Dr. Anna Kamensky 
Miss Helen Veale @ Rs. 100/- 

Mr°*C. V. Shah @ Rs. 85/- p.m. 
Madame P. Caxin @ Rs. 80/- 

Mr. C. S. Trilokekar @ Rs. 50*/- 
p.m. 

Contribution to the Clara Codd 
Pension Fund ••• 

Mr. L. Subramania Iyer @ 
Rs. 35/- p.m. 

Miss H. S. Kemp @ Rs. 60/- 
p.m. 8 months 

Mr. Manjeri S. Rama Iyer (g 
Rs. 20/- p.m. 

Money Order and Bank Com¬ 
missions 

Balance carried over 


Rs a. P. 

2.190 0 0 

2.616 0 0 
2,290 3 2 

1.200 0 0 
1,020 0 0 

960 0 0 

600 0 0 

337 3 0 

420 0 0 

480 0 0 

240 0 0 

20 13 0 
16.538 11 2 


RECEIPTS 

By Opening Balance 
,, Donations etc. 

„ Rent from Manjeri House 
.. Adyar Day Allocation 
„ Interest 


28.912 14 4 


Rs 

A. 

P. 

20.792 

9 

2 

2.476 

14 

2 

240 

0 

0 

5.000 

0 

0 

403 

7 

0 


28,912 14 4 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PRESIDENT’S 
TRAVELLING FUND 

Received for the Year Ended 30th September, 1951 


Sri Gulnar and Sorab Parekh 
The T.S. in England £50-0-0 
The T.S. in New Zealand 167-0-0 
The T.S. in Australia Aj£72-18-6 


Rs. A. P. 
50 0 0 
660 14 10 
2,203 11 3 
767 3 1 


3,681 13 2 
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FEES AND DUES RECEIVED DURING THE YEAR 
ENDED 30th SEPTEMBER, 1951 


The Theosophical Society in 


•» it i» i» 

Canadian Federation, T.S. 
Non-Sectionalized Lodges 





Rs. 

A. 

p. 

U. S. A. 


1950-51 ... 

9,072 

1 

9 

England 

1222-13-11 1950-51 ... 

2,941 

15 

6 

India 


1950-51 ... 

2,741 

6 

0 

Sweden 


1950 

324 

2 

0 

N. Ireland 

£6-7*5 

1949-50 ... 

84 

1 

0 

Scotland 

£13-19-0 

1950 ... 

185 

5 

7 

Canada 

1950-51 ... 

427 

8 

0 

Mexico 

$50.00 

1950 ... 

235 

2 

0 

South Africa 

£18-10-0 

1950-51 ... 

245 

12 

11 

Colombia 

... 

249 

3 

11 

Portugal 

£13-13-6 

1950-51 ... 

180 

7 

1 

Greece 

£15-0-0 


197 

15 

0 

New Zealand £43-6-11 


575 

11 

0 

Chile 

$44.76 


210 

7 

11 

British East Africa 

1950-51 

48 

5 

4 

Cuba 


1951 ... 

350 

15 

3 

Norway 

£5-2-1 


67 

13 

0 

Uruguay 


... 

66 

7 

0 

Finland 


... 

267 

0 

0 

Ceylon 


... 

49 

8 

0 

Malaya and Siam 

... 

184 

6 

0 

Indonesia 


... 

119 

4 

10 

Costa Rica 

$64.00 


301 

9 

3 

France 



308 

5 

6 

Australia 


... 

566 

7 

6 

Ecuador 

$5.78 

... 

27 

2 

11 




234 

14 

0 




267 

1 

9 



Total ... 

20,530 

8 

0 
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THE T.S. HEADQUARTERS, ADYAR, BUDGET FOR 1951-52 



Budget 

Actuals 

Budget 


Budget 

Actuals 

Budget 

Expense 

for 

for 

for 

Income 

for 

for 

for 


1950-'5i. 

1950-'3 

1951-52 


1950-51 

1950-'51 

1931-32 


Rs 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Ra. 

Establishment—Salaries and 




Rent 

54.000 

54,188 

34.000 

Wages .1 

23,300 

22,469 

23.000 

Conservancy Charges ... 

1.300 

1,349 

1.300 

Repairs and Renewals 




Fees and Dues 


20.530 


(Excess to War-deferred 




r " 

36.800 

34,228 


Maintenance Reserve) ... 

30.000 

28.050 

30.000 

Casuarina 

4.000 

3.942 


Garden Expenses . 

37.300 

36.974 

40.800 


7,130 

7.130 

7.130 

Miscellaneous . 

3.000 

5.133 

5.000 



30,317 

HA.vl'* 

Light and Water 

5,200 

5.294 

5.000 





Watch and Ward 

Postages. Telegrams and 

14,230 

3,300 

13,238 

13.400 

Special Departments: 




Telephone . 

2.633 

3.500 

Engineering Depart* 


1,25,676 

1,13.330 

Printing and Stationery ... 

4.500 

3,583 

4.300 

ment 


Publications to General 




Vasanta Press 


1.07.424 

1.20.000 

Secretaries . 

900 

679 

800 

Laundry 

7,900 

6,704 


Sanitation Expenses 


3,925 

3.800 

Bhojanasala 


884 


Taxes Account . 

12.000 

12,467 

12.500 





Pensions . 

Interest on Funds and 

100 

62 

100 

Deficit to be made good 
by Donations 

36,798 

66,778 

29.020 

Accounts 

Convention (Reserve 

10.000 

9,343 

10.000 





for 1932) 

3,000 

14,003 

2,300 





Contributions: 








Adyar Library 

5,000 

5,000 

5.000 





Dispensary . 

President's Travelling 

3,200 

3,166 

3,200 





Fund . 

Museum and Archives ... 

500 

445 

500 





The School of the Wisdom.. 

6,500 

6,300 

6,500 





Depreciation . 

Donations to various Funds 

14,000 

15,153 

14,500 





and Accounts . 

Convention 1931 Travelling 


14.000 






Expenses . 



1.0CC 





Bbojanasala —deficit 

I.eadbeater Chambers— 

900 


650 





deficit . 

1,000 

422 

2.000 





Special Departments: 








Engineering Department... 

1.19.50C 

1.25.253 

1.13.530 





Vasanta Press . 

1.04 .coc 

1,06.868 

1.20.000 





Laundry . 

7.771 

6.75C 

6,700 





Surplus ~* 


17,534 

* 





4.17.878 

4,59.13( 

4.30.480 


4.17.871 

4.59,15 

D 4.J0.480 


For The Theosophical Society, 
C. D. SHORES. 

Hony. Treasurtr 
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THE ADYAR LIBRARY 

Publications Account for the Year ended 30th September, 1951 


To Stock on band, 1-10*1951 
„ Cost of Publications 


Rs 

A. P. 


Rs. 

A. 

p. 

36,947 

14 9 

By Sales 

4.643 

2 

m 

15,210 

9 0 

,, Stock on hand. 30-9-1951 

37.696 

0 

0 









(subsidy from General Funds) 

9,819 

5 

9 

52,158 

I 9 


52,158 

2 



Examined and found correct, 

V. SOUNDARARAJAN & CO. 

Chartered Accountants. 

For The Tbeosophical Society. 

C. D. SHORES, 

Hony. Treasurer. 


Adyar 

24th December. 1951. 
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INCOME AND EXPENSE ACCOUNT OF THE 


Budget Expense 


Rs. 




Ks. 

A. 

P. 

19,400 

To Salaries and Wages 

... ... 

... 

19,412 

2 

0 

500 

„ Copying and Comparing Charges 

• •• 

402 

4 

0 

500 

„ Repairs, Lighting and Conservancy 

• •• 

894 

12 

6 

350 

„ Postages 

... ••• 

... 

332 

0 

3 

500 

„ Printing and Stationery 

... ... 

... 

1,494 

8 

3 

250 

„ Fire Insurance 

... ... 

... 

262 

15 

6 

150 

„ Miscellaneous 

... 

••• 

343 

2 

1 




... 

23,141 

12 

7 

8,000 

„ Subsidy to Publications 

Rs. A. P. 






Account 


... 

9,819 

5 

9 

1,200 

„ Reserve for Gratuities 

... 1,200 0 0 






Depreciation Reserve ... 328 6 9 


1.528 6 9 

„ Capital Expenditure: 

Books and Manuscripts ... 494 14 0 

Furniture ... ... 4,062 14 9 

Improvements to 

Buildings ... ... 2,365 6 6 

„ Allocations : 

Donation Box ... 1,037 2 0 

- 9,488 12 0 


42,449 14 4 
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ADYAR LIBRARY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30-9-51 



Income 



Rs. 



Budget 


t 




A. 

P. 

Rs. 

By T.S. Contribution ... 

... 


• • • 

5,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

99 

Adyar Day Allocation 

... 


• • • 

2,000 

0 

0 

2,500 

99 

Miscellaneous Receipts and Donations 



• •• 

259 

12 

3\ 

99 

Donation Box 

... 


••• 

1,037 

2 

0/ 

1,500 

9 » 

Interest on Endowments 

... 



5,964 

7 

4 

6,200 



Rs. 

A. 

P. 

14,261 

5 

7 


•9 

Deduction from Publication Fund ... 

1,000 

0 

0 




»» 

H Building Fund ... 

2,365 

6 

6 





99 

„ Endowment Fund ... 

24,823 

2 

3 

28,188 

8 

9 



42,449 14 4 
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Liabilities and Funds 

Endowment Fund : 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet 
Add Donations received during the year 


Less Excess of Expense over Income 
the year 

Building Fund : 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet 
Less Improvements to Building 

Capital Fund : 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet 
Add Additions during the year 

Books and Manuscripts 494-14-0 
Furniture 4,062-14-9 


Publications Fund : 

As per last Balance Sheet 
Less applied to Income account 

Gratuities Reserve : 

As per last Balance Sheet 
Add Additions during the year 

Book Deposit 

Donation Box and General Fund: 
As per last Balance Sheet 
Add Additions during the year 


Less Expenses 

Reserve for purchase of books 
Sundry Creditors 
Suspense Account 


BALANCE SHEET OF THE 


Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Rs. 

A. 

P. 

1,10,791 

12 

7 




1,964 

2 

3 




1,12,755 

14 

10 




24,823 

2 

3 

87,932 

12 

7 




# 

1,27,786 

6 

3 




2,365 

6 

6 

1,25,420 

15 

q 





1,69,839 

12 

9 





4,557 

12 

9 





— 

— 

1,74,397 

9 

6 

1,300 

14 

0 




1,000 

0 

0 






— 

300 

14 

0 

4,631 

6 

1 




1,200 

0 

0 






— 

5,831 

6 

1 

... 



700 

0 

0 

604 

9 

1 




1,037 

2 

0 




1,641 

11 

1 




839 

1 

9 





-— 

— 

802 

9 

4 

• •• 



1,000 

0 

0 

• •• 



... 1,020 

0 

3 

• •• 



... 1 

5 

9 


Adyar 

24//i December 1951 


3,97,407 9 3 


For The Theosophical Society. 
C. D. Shores, 

Hony. Treasurer. 
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ADYAR LIBRARY AS ON 30-9-51 


Assets 


Rs. a. p. 


Rs. a. p. 


‘ Manuscripts and Books : 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet 
Add Purchases during the year 

Furniture: 

Original Value as per last Balance Sheet. 
Add Purchases during the year 


Less Depreciation 

Stock of Publications on hand 

Prepaid Fire Insurance Premium 

Advances to Staff 

Cash on hand 

Sundry Debtors 

Balance with the T.S. 


1,45,909 

13 

9 

494 

14 

0 

10,847 

14 

0 

4,062 

14 

9 

14,910 

12 

9 

2,108 

4 

9 


1,46,404 11 9 


12,802 8 0 
37,696 0 0 
150 15 0 
87 0 0 
20 0 0 
30 3 4 
2,00,216 3 2 


li revaluation of all books and Manuscripts as proposed by the 

Hony. Director. Adyar Library, will be considered next year. 


3,97,407 9 3 


Examined and found correct. 

V. SOUNDARARAJAN & Co., 

Chartered Accountants. 


4 
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THE ADYAR LIBRARY 


Budget Estimate—Income and Expenditure 
Account for 1951-52 



Actuals 

Budget 


Actuals 

Budget 

Expense 

for 

for 

Income 

for 

for 


1930-'SI 

1951-32 


1950-31 

1951-'52 


Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

To Salaries and Wages 

19.412 

19.000 

By T.S. Contribution 

5.000 

5.000 

„ Copying and Comparing Charges 
„ Repairs. Lighting and Conser- 

402 

500 

„ Adyar Day Allocation 
,, Miscellaneous Donation and 

2.500 

2.000 

vancy 

894 

800 

Charity Box 

260 

1.000 

„ Fire Insurance 

262 

250 

„ Interest on Endowments 

5.964 

5.400 

„ Postages 

322 

350 

„ Deficit to be made good by 


„ Printing and Stationery 

1.474 

500 

Donations 


13.450 

Miscellaneous 

324 

100 




„ Subsidy for Publication 

9.819 

5.000 




„ Gratuity Reserve 

1,200 

1.500 




„ Depreciation 

328 

350 




„ Hooks and Manuscripts 

493 

500 




„ Allocation to Charity Fund 

1.037 







28.850 



28,830 


G. SRINIVASA MURTI. 

Hony. Director. 

Adyar Library. 





REPORTS OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIES 
OF THE NATIONAL SOCIETIES. OF 
PRESIDENTIAL AGENTS AND OF 
FEDERATION SECRETARIES 


These reports in some instances have been translated 
into English, edited or condensed in the office of the 
Recording Secretary. 





































UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


The tri-annual election was held 
this year in the American Section. 
The National President, Mr. James 
S. Perkins, and three members of the 
Board of Directors were re-elected. 
Dr. George DeHofffrom the Northeast, 
Miss Winifred Boye from the South¬ 
east and Mr. Frank Linton from the 
Northwest District. Mrs. Lois Holmes 
was elected National Vice-President, 
and Mr. Henry Hotchener, representing 
the Southwest District, and Dr. Henry 
Smith, the Central District, were 
elected to the Board. Miss Caroline 
Tess was appointed last year as National 
Secretary to replace Miss Ann Kerr 
when she left for Adyar. Mr. Edwin 
Lord was re-appointed National 
Treasurer. 

Membership .—We have pushed ahead 
with our Lodge building programme this 
year through the Spotlight Field Ex¬ 
pansion activity. Three new Lodges 
have been created by this effort and a 
fourth has been added by the activity 
of the Northern California Federation. 
They arc : Lakeland, Florida ; Lincoln, 
Nebraska ; Omaha, Nebraska ; Fresno, 
California. Two official Study Centres 
have been formed at Olympia, Washing¬ 
ton and Waterloo, Iowa. The Section 
now comprises 144 Lodges with a 
membership of 4,008. Three hundred 
and forty new members have joined 
the Society during the year, 70 mem¬ 
bers have been reinstated and 3 trans¬ 
fers made to this Section from other 
Sections. Deaths numbered 64, resig¬ 
nations 53, those transferred to the 
inactive list 339, and four transferred 
to other Sections. Several years ago 
on a national scale we began the 
programme of building new Lodges, 


drawing upon the strength of the 
Section for our resources. Through 
the activity, called the Spotlight, we 
have added 25 new Lodges out of 34 
attempts, and 459 members to the 
Society’s rolls. This record includes 
many intangible factors and represents, 
I believe, a substantial growth. 

Finances .—The major portion of our 
budgeted deficit this year was covered 
by special donations and bequests, but 
not all of it. It appears at the time of 
this report that we must draw upon 
our surplus for approximately $4,375 
not covered by annual income. It is be¬ 
cause the Section’s general dues cannot 
provide sufficient income to balance 
the necessary expenses that we must 
depend upon special contributions. 

Headquarters Estate .—During the 
year the National Headquarters has 
benefited from the programme of repair 
and replacement to be expected when 
a building has reached its quarter- 
century mark. The carpeting begun 
last year has now been completed. 
The re-upholstering of chairs has 
proceeded. The road so badly in need 
of repair has been re-surfaced, and the 
needed flashing on the slate roof taken 
care of. 

National Field Programme .—After 
the Summer Sessions last year, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sidney A. Cook visited various 
Lodges in Canada and our own 
Midwest and Southwest. Driving to 
the West Coast before embarking 
for Adyar, they visited Western Lodges 
and the Pacific Coast Federations. 
In February of this year, Mr. N. 
Sri Ram, beginning in New York, 
toured the East Coast to Miami, Flo¬ 
rida, and from there to the Cuban 
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Section. He returned along the Gulf 
Coast and Midwest to Olcott. After 
speaking on several occasions in the 
Chicago area, Mr. Sri Ram’s tour took 
him to the West Coast and Canada, 
returning to Olcott via Billings, 
Minneapolisand St. Paul as our honour¬ 
ed guest at the Summer Sessions this 
year. During the autumn, the National 
President and Mrs. Perkins began the 
lecture season by visiting cities in the 
Middle-Atlantic, the Northeast, Western 
New York and Michigan Federations. 
Following this, they visited the North¬ 
west Federation and Canada and later 
the West Coast Conference held at 
San Francisco. Acting upon the motion 
made at the last annual meeting, the 
National President left for India early 
in December fulfilling on the way 
speaking engagements in Paris and 
Bombay. He returned to this country 
by air, accompanying Mr. Sri Ram 
and his daughter. Miss Radha Sri 
Ram. In the Spring he and Mrs. 
Perkins toured by automobile the 
Lodges of the Southeast and Midwest. 
Mrs. Iris White toured the Ohio, 
Michigan and Middle Atlantic Federa¬ 
tions. Mr. Seymour Ballard has con¬ 
tacted Lodges in the Midwest, South, 
the Southwest and the West Coast and 
Canada. Mrs. Nedra Ruder has carried 
out the Spotlight programme working 
in Florida and the Midwest. 

The Theosophical Press. —The Theo- 
sophical Press reports Gross Sales for 
the year approximating the sales of 
last year. The operations of the Press 
continue on a profitable basis. To meet 
the demand for suggested reading for 
children, an illustrated catalogue was 
multilithed and distributed, which has 
stimulated the sale of children’s books. 

The Adyar Theosophist. —An increas¬ 
ing number of members are recogniz¬ 
ing through subscriptions to The 
Theosophist the valuable link they are 
thus afforded with Adyar, and through 
Adyar with Theosophical activities and 
thought throughout the world. 


The American Theosophist. —The 
magazine has continued publication in 
its usual format. 

National Library. —During the past 
fiscal year a total of 2,497 books were 
issued to borrowers. Each new mem¬ 
ber of the Society was contacted by the 
Librarian. One hundred and twenty 
new books were added to the Library 
which now consists of 10,345 volumes. 

Publicity : Department of Informa¬ 
tion. —The Department of Information 
now directed by Mrs. Mary McCain, 
has added 40 new members to our roll 
this year and 41 subscribers to the 
National Library. An increase in interest 
in Theosophy was especially noticeable 
in some of our State Prisons. Over 
16,000 “To Those Who Mourn’’ 
pamphlets were distributed in the 
United States and Canada. Ninety 
thousand copies of Discovery were 
distributed during the year by Lodges 
to their mailing lists. 

Letters to Editors. —The National 
Headquarters periodically sends to all 
Lodge Presidents suggested letters to be 
mailed to the Editors of their local news¬ 
papers covering various subjects of 
public interest such as “ World Day 
for Animals”, “Brotherhood Week,’’ 
“Christmas,” " United Nations Day.” 
These have been used so successfully 
that it is planned to send out additional 
letters on special publicly recognized 
days. 

Radio and Television. —Radio has 
been used during the year for adver¬ 
tising lectures and classes. Series oi 
radio programmes have been put on in 
various localities. We have reports of 
a successful scries broadcast over station 
KTMS in Santa Barbara, California. 
Also M iss Olga Kauf mann has continued 
this year her broadcasting of Theosophy 
over WTPS in New Orleans. A pam¬ 
phlet has been published incorporating 
six of these broadcasts. The response 
from listeners to these programmes is re¬ 
ported gratifying. Radio interviews are 
often scheduled for field workers duriog 
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the course of their tours. It is apparent 
that this means of promulgating the 
work will expand as time goes on. 

Brotherhood Stamp Project— The 
Stamp, introduced last year, has had a 
circulation of over 140,000. We have 
heard of two groups who are studying 
Theosophy as a result of the Stamp’s 
circulation. A free announcement of 
the Stamp in a nationally known maga¬ 
zine called “ Stamp ” has resulted in 
orders from stamp collectors. These 
Stamps have passed through many 
thousands of hands this last year, bear¬ 
ing the word “ Theosophy ” linked with 
the ideal of Brotherhood. 

Educational Programme. —Important 
to the educational programme are the 
annual sessions of the Convention, the 
Summer School and other meetings 
held at National Headquarters. There 
are also the programmes at the camps 
maintained at Orcas and Pumpkin Hol¬ 
low. Last year it was agreed to change 
the designation of *' Workers’ Train¬ 
ing ” to " Workers' Conference 

Study Courses. —For use in the 
Lodge class work we continue to make 
available from Headquarters a number 
of study courses, the titles of which 
are grouped in the free leaflet entitled 
“Study Courses in Theosophy.” 

Integrated Education. —Certainly our 
educational task includes the earnest 
search to integrate modern thought 
and the ancient wisdom as a service 
to the world and to mankind. Those 
who are interested in this integrative 
effort will find stimulating the activities 
of the Foundation for Integrated 
Education. The material may be 
obtained through contacting Mr. Fritz 
Kunz. 

Olcott Foundation. —The Olcott 
Foundation is instituted to encourage 
a creative application of the principles 
of Theosophy to various expressions of 
Art. This year’s awards are made as 
follows: The Olcott Lecture Award to 
Mrs. Virginia Hanson of Washington, 
D. C., for her lecture entitled : “ The 


Divine Autobiography—A Universal 
Best Seller." The Poetry Award was 
given to Mrs. A. J. Gouflc of Pumpkin 
Hollow Farm, Craryville, New York, for 
her poem entitled “The Enduring Har¬ 
vest ”; and an award was made in the 
Musical Composition Division to Mrs. 
Nada Hoffman of Trenton, Missouri. 

The Theosophical Book Association 
for the Blind. —Mrs. Flavia B. Snyder 
reports that the year of 1950 has seen 
a general increase in the demand for 
occult literature in Braille. Twenty- 
eight new readers and fourteen new 
libraries have been added to the mailing 
list and five old readers have officially 
joined the Theosophical Society in 
America. A booth for Theosophical 
books in Braille at the Ventura County 
Fair was a new project this year and 
attracted crowds of very interested 
observers. 

Theosophical Book Gift Institute 
reports a further increase of activity 
this year both in the number of libraries 
contacted and in the number of books 
placed. Last year the libraries visited 
numbered 509 and the number of books 
donated totalled 2.622. But this year 
3,057 Theosophical books have been 
placed in 630 libraries. 

Theosophical Order of Service. —Mrs. 
Diana Winslow of El Cajon, Califor¬ 
nia, was appointed the new Chief 
Brother of the Theosophical Order of 
Service in December. A new handbook 
has been published and mailed to all 
Lodge Presidents and group Head 
Brothers, and a set of new rules in 
regard to T. O. S. groups has been 
sent out. A small mimeographed bul¬ 
letin named “ Chit Chat ” has been 
mailed to all T. O. S. members and all 
Lodge Presidents. 

Mother's Research Group. —The 
" Mothers’ Occult Digest ” has ap¬ 
peared in three printed issues and two 
offset numbers prepared during the 
year. The Publication Department is 
offering two Manuals for Teachers (or 
Parents) of Children’s Classes in 



32 


THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


Theosophy, one for children of the 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd grades, and the other for 
children of the 7th, 8th, and 9th grades. 
Two additional manuals are contem¬ 
plated for children of the middle grades 
and for the artistically inclined child. 
Various committees were reported ac¬ 
tive, among which are the Natural 
Childbirth Committe, the Health Com¬ 
mittee, and the Institute in Family 
Living. 

Twenty-one volunteer helpers have 
co-operated in carrying out this work 
under the direction of Mrs. Muriel 
Lewis. A like number have promised 
to contribute services for the coming 
year. Contacts have been made with 
members living in various parts of the 
world who are particularly interested 
in this kind of work. Efforts arc under¬ 
way to improve the finances of the 
group through the sale of various book¬ 
lets and manuals and a Baby Bazaar. 

Adyar .—The National programme 
is not complete unless it is linked with 
the International Society and its head¬ 
quarters at Adyar. It must be part of 
our programme to keep these links vital. 
There arc several ways in which we 
are doing this. One of these is to 
encourage workers from this Section to 
visit the International Centre, parti¬ 
cularly to make it possible for the 
General Secretary periodically to meet 
with other members of the General 
Council by attending a Convention 
there. Adyar has created the School 
of the Wisdom which affords definite 
advantages to students visiting from 
abroad. Our Section has initiated a 
plan to send one member each year to 
the School. This plan began function¬ 
ing last year, financed by the Theo- 
sophical Scholarship Fund which was 
founded out of monies so generously 


donated from the membership at the 
time of the accident to the National 
President. It made possible our Sec¬ 
tion’s sending its first official re¬ 
presentative to the School, Miss Ann 
Kerr, who is back with us and will be 
sharing through her visits to the Lodges 
something of the wider contacts she 
has experienced. The balance remain¬ 
ing in the Scholarship Fund, after 
Miss Kerr’s expenses were met, has 
been used to help Mr. E. Norman 
Pearson's visit to the School this year. 
We look forward to next year with the 
Fund depicted. If the plan so well 
begun is to continue, we must give that 
Fund our attention. The School offers 
an outstanding opportunity to create 
links with Adyar and to assist in this 
way the creating of future workers for 
the Society. 

Adyar Day Fund and A. B. C. 
Fund .—There are two other Funds 
that provide opportunity for helping 
the International Headquarters. The 
First is the Adyar Day Fund and the 
other is the A. B. C. Fund which will 
help to secure the future of Adyar. The 
proportionate goal of the American Sec¬ 
tion for the A.B.C. Fund was set at 
$80,000 of which $29,450 have been 
contributed. 

Such are the essential highlights of 
the work done during the past year. 
Space and time are not available to do 
more than touch upon them, and we 
should here remember the numberless 
unreported tasks and projects carried 
out by individuals and groups of mem¬ 
bers so unselfishly and devotedly in 
the 145 active lodges located through¬ 
out our country. 

James S. Perkins, 
General Secretary 
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ENGLAND 


During the year there has been a 
change of General Secretary, as in 
April the National Council elected Mr. 
C. R. Groves to succeed Mrs. Doris 
Groves. 

Seventeen members from this Sec¬ 
tion, including the General Secretary, 
attended the 75th Annual Convention 
at Adyar, and the work of the Section 
profits greatly by the added inspira¬ 
tion with which they returned. A 
special three-day Conference was held 
at Headquarters to coincide with the 
International Convention, taking as the 
theme: "Theosophy: Yesterday, To¬ 
day and Tomorrow ", 

London members had a short but 
very enjoyable visit from Mr. N. Sri 
Ram on his journey from India to the 
United States in January. He was 
accompanied by Miss Radha Sri Ram 
and Mr. James Perkins. Srimati 
Rukmini Arundalc came later in the 
year: in July, for the European Fede¬ 
ration Council meetings, and in Sep¬ 
tember, when she lectured to a num¬ 
ber of Lodges in the North-Western 
Federation and in London, and attract¬ 
ed large and appreciative audiences. 

The usual Federation Conferences 
and Group Meetings were held by the 
seven Federations into which the coun¬ 
try is divided. There were also two 
Easter Study Weekends at Lyme Park 
near Stockport and at Oxford respec¬ 
tively, and a Students' Weekend in 
Cambcrley in June. The Annual Con¬ 
vention took place at Whitsuntide, 
and although there was no Guest of 
Honour, there was an attendance of 
between 450 and 500 members. In 
addition to speakers from this Section, 
there were addresses by Miss Helen 
Sahara, Recording Secretary, Mr. and 
Mrs. Norman Pearson of U.S.A. and 
the Rt. Rev. Otto Viking of Denmark. 

In July the Council of the European 
Federation met in Camberley, and a 
reception was held at Headquarters 


for visitors from abroad on the Friday 
preceding the meeting. A new ven¬ 
ture was begun in Camberley earlier in 
the year by the establishment of a 
permanent camping site, for the gene¬ 
ral purpose of enlarging accommoda¬ 
tion on Tekels Park Estate, and the 
particular purpose of attracting child¬ 
ren and young people to the work of 
the Society. Following the European 
Federation Council meetings there 
was a Round Table Camp for ten days, 
to which children came from various 
parts of the country, and also from 
abroad. 

In August there was a Summer 
School in Hoddcsdon, Herts, attend¬ 
ed by about a hundred and thirty 
members during the fortnight, at which 
we were pleased to welcome members 
from Wales, Scotland, Ireland, New 
Zealand and Switzerland. Members 
of this Section also attended Summer 
Schools in Denmark, France and Fin¬ 
land, and visited Huizcn, Holland, 
during the summer. 

The Bhvatsky lecture for the year, 
Man, the Creator of Forms, was given 
by V. Wallace Slater, and this, together 
with another booklet by the same 
author. Cosmic Creation and Atomic 
Energy, was published by the Thco- 
sophical Publishing House (London) 
Ltd. The members of the Theosoph- 
ical Research Centre also published 
a pamphlet This Dynamic Universe : 
A Study in Fohat, and the Theo- 
sophical Publishing House reprinted 
Fairies, by E. L. Gardner, Meditation 
for Beginners, by J. I. Wedgwood, 
and Seif Realization through Yoga and 
Mysticism, by Josephine Ransom. 

The Study and Training Committee 
of the National Council continued to 
work on a new Study Course on Medi¬ 
tation, to be issued later in the year. 
These study courses are well taken up 
by the Lodges. 550 copies of the 
Advanced Study Course and nearly 
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400 of the Course on Universal Life 
and Law have been sold. 

The work of sending to Europe 
parcels of clothing and food given 
by members has continued at Head¬ 
quarters, though the volume has 
greatly decreased. Parcels have gone 
to members in Poland, Yugoslavia and 
to Displaced Persons Camps in Ger¬ 
many. Preparatory work has also been 
done to arouse members’ interest in 
the Olcott Harijan School in Adyar, 
and arrangements are being made to 
send both money and clothing. 

United Nations Day was celebrated 
by a public meeting held at Headquart¬ 
ers, at which a member of the Executive 
Committee of the U.N.A. was invited 
to speak. Similar meetings were held 
throughout the country in the larger 
Lodges. 


Three more sections of the Head¬ 
quarters Library have been re-catalogu¬ 
ed, making eleven in all. Library 
work continues to be one of the most 
lively activities throughout the country, 
and many thousands of members and 
enquirers make use of the facilities for 
borrowing offered by Headquarters and 
most of the Lodges. 

We have had another small decrease 
in membership this year, but one does 
not feel that this is due in any way 
to a decrease in the life of the Sec¬ 
tion. Membership is 3,313 in 116 
Lodges. Lodges and individual mem¬ 
bers throughout the country continue 
to contribute a volume of devoted 
work, which is an inspiration to all by 
whom it is contacted. 

C. R. Groves, 
General Secretary \ 


INDIA 


The Indian Section was chartered as 
a separate Section of the Theosophical 
Society in 1891 and so during this 
year it completes its 60th year of 
existence. The history of the last 
sixty years is full of fascinating in¬ 
cidents in which some of the most 
prominent leaders of the Theosophical 
Movement have been active partici¬ 
pants. 

As we look back on these sixty 
years so many individuals come to our 
mind—those who by their devotion 
and self-sacrifice have contributed to 
the enrichment of the Theosophical 
Society. On the occasion when we 
are celebrating the Diamond fubilee 
of the Indian Section, let us remember 
them with utmost gratitude for all that 
they did for the cause of Theosophy 
and the Theosophical Society in this 
country. 

The scope of work for the Theo¬ 
sophical Society in India is very great 


indeed. In fact never was there a 
more opportune time for spreading the 
message of Theosophy in India than 
today, for in the midst of doubt and 
confusion which prevail in individual 
and social life, men and women arc 
now in search of some steadying ideo¬ 
logical influence. 

The President has outlined to us the 
path we must tread during the years 
that lie before us. On the occasion of 
the celebration of the Diamond Jubilee 
of the Indian Section, wc can do no 
better than to perceive the path along 
which we must move during the com¬ 
ing years. 

National Tours. —The President was 
out of India during the major part of 
the year, touring in Australia and New 
Zealand. But during his stay in India 
he presided over the Tamil Districts 
Federation at Coimbatore and also the 
Bombay Theosophical Federation. He 
opened the Indian Section Convention 
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at Adyar in December 1950. We are 
indeed very grateful to the President 
for all the help and inspiration he has 
given us in our work in India. 

Mr. N. Sri Ram who was out of 
India for the major part of the year, 
being on a strenuous lecture tour in the 
United States of America, was able to 
visit only the Bombay Lodges. 

Shrimati Rukmini Devi visited dur¬ 
ing the year Madura, Karur, Salem, 
Tanjore and Tinnevelly Lodges in the 
Tamil Federation in connection with 
the Kalakshetra tour, but at all these 
places she gave lectures and talks 
under the auspices of the Theosophical 
Lodges. She also addressed meetings 
of the members of these Lodges. She 
also visited Bombay Lodges during the 
year and presided over the Youth 
Camp which was organized at Juhu. 

Shrimati Shridcvi Mehta and I were 
invited by the East African Section to 
tour that country for Theosophical 
work. Accordingly we spent three 
months visiting 27 places in different 
parts of East Africa addressing public 
meetings and starting new centres of 
Theosophical work. 

In the course of the year we visited 
Bombay, Patna, Ahmedabad, Bellary, 
Hospet, Madras, Vellore, Salem, 
Krishnagiri, Coimbatore, Pollachi, 
Dindigul, Madura, Karur, Trichino- 
poly, Sivaganga, Ujjain, Indore, Dewas, 
Bhopal, and Etawah. 

Shrimati Bhagirathi Sri Ram visited 
Lodges in Bombay where she gave 


talks to members and the public. 
Sri M. Subramaniam visited during 
the year Bombay, Poona, Bellary, 
Hospet, Vellore, Sivaganga, Trichino- 
poly and Coimbatore Lodges. 

Mr. Henry van de Poll visited dur¬ 
ing the year Lucknow, Bareilly, Rishi- 
kesh, Aligarh, Ludhiana, Jullundur and 
Delhi Lodges. He has been able to 
explore possibilities of establishing new 
centres of Theosophical work in the 
Indian Punjab. 

Sri U. G. Krishnamurti, the Na¬ 
tional Lecturer of the Indian Section, 
visited duiing the year Lodges in the 
Bombay, Gujarati, Tamil, Kerala, Kar¬ 
nataka and Andhra Circars Federations. 

During the year Sri Keshavchandra 
Bhadbhade, the field worker of the 
Indian Section, made an intensive tour 
of the Uttar Pradesh Federation. 

Membership .—We had on 30th 
September 1951, 6,838 members on the 
roll of the Indian Section. 

We had to remove from our records 
455 members who had come to India 
from Pakistan after the partition but 
whom we have not been able to trace 
so far. When India and Pakistan were 
separated and the Theosophical Society 
in Pakistan was established, all the 
members of Pakistan Lodges, who were 
not in Pakistan, were believed to have 
come to India. We had, therefore, 
transferred their names to the Indian 
Section. For the last three years we 
have been trying to find their present 
whereabouts but so far we have not 
been able to locate these 455 members. 
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Membership Statement 
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• These 453 members were supposed to have migrated to India, after the partition, from Pakistan. 
We have been trying to trace them for the last three years. But as they are not to be traced we are forced 
to drop them this year from our membership roll. 


With reference to the increase of 
membership, the Tamil Federation 
comes first with 161 new members and 
30 revived memberships. The second 
in this list is the Andhra Circars 
Federation with 100 new members and 
12 revivals. We find that apart from 
the Youth Federation, which obviously 
consists of young people, most of the 
adult Federations have been able to 
attract quite a large number of young 


people to the membership of the Theo- 
soph i cal Society. 

Lodges and Centres .—During the 
year 11 new Lodges have been formed, 
two Centres have been raised to the 
status of Lodge and 8 dormant Lodges 
have been revived. The new Lodges 
formed are as follows : 

Dehri in Bihar; Bhopal in Mad¬ 
hya Bharat; a new Ahmedabad 
Lodge and Tarapur in Gujarat; 
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Chilair.athur in Rayalascema; 
Thiagarayanagar and Sellappapala- 
yam in Tamil; a new Lodge in 
Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh ; Jallun- 
dur in Indian Punjab; Jyoti and 
Sirius Youth Lodges in Bombay 
and Madras respectively. 

The revived Lodges are : 

Srikakulam in Andhra Circais; 
Fyzabad and Mathura in Uttar 
Pradesh ; Arni, Chidambaram, Palni, 
Tuticorin and Vridhachalam in 
Tamil area. 

Centres raised to the status of 
Lodges are : 

Pcddappudi in Andhra Circarsand 
Shuklatirtha in Gujarat. 

In the course of this year 12 new 
Centres have been formed. These are : 

Bhiravaram, Cowravaram, Ichha- 
puram and Kondapalle in Andhra 
Circars; Garoth and Ajmer in 
Madhya-Bharat-Rajputana ; Jamna¬ 
gar in Gujarat; Kohir in Rayala- 
seema; Chcttipalayam, Somanthurai 
and Tirukattupalli in Tamil and Oel 
in Uttar Pradesh. 

In the course of the year we have 
removed the following six Lodges from 
our roll as they have showed no signs 
of activity for a number of years : 

Lodges: Bimilipatam in Andhra 
Circars; Goona in Madhya Bharat; 
Vishwanathpur in Rayalaseema; 
Pratapgarh and Tundla in Uttar 
Pradesh and Poona Youth Lodge. 

On 1st October 1951, we have on 
the roll of the Indian Section 362 
active Lodges. 

The Publication Scheme. —When we 
were in East Africa we found that there 
was from the people a great demand 
for Theosophical books in English 
and in several Indian languages. We 
discussed with the members there a 
scheme for publications of Theo¬ 
sophical books in Hindi and Gujarati 
as these are the two languages spoken 
there by a large number of Indians. 
Those who were present when this 


scheme was discussed immediately 
agreed to starting a Private Limited 
Company for undertaking this publica¬ 
tion work. For this purpose the 
members in East Africa raised a share 
capital of Rs. 40,000/-. We have now 
started this Limited concern with the 
nominal capital of Rs. 100,000/- and 
the issued capital of Rs. 50,000/-. Some 
of the members of the Indian Section 
have subscribed to this scheme. This 
company has been called The Ananda 
Prakashan Limited. It has already 
started its work with the publication 
of a Hindi monthly journal called 
Ananda. 

Correspondence Course in Theo¬ 
sophy. —During the year, we introduced 
a Correspondence Course in Theo¬ 
sophy for those desirous of carrying on 
a systematic study of Theosophy. I 
am very happy to inform the members 
of the Indian Section that more than 
400 students from different parts of 
India have enrolled themselves for this 
Course. Thus the Course has become 
a National Study Class in Theosophy. 
In 1952 we shall have to split up this 
Course into two—the Advanced and 
the Elementary, as there are quite a 
larger number of youth members from 
adult Lodges who have enrolled them¬ 
selves as students of this Course. 

Theosophy Campaign Fund. —Our 
work at the Section and the Federa¬ 
tion levels is two-fold : (i) To send out 
more and more lecturers and organizers 
to various Lodges and also to open up 
new Centres of Theosophical work; 
and (ii) To make our journals more 
effective. We want 200 members in 
the Indian Section who would be 
w illing to pay each Rs. 100/- a year 
for the coming five years. 

The Besant Theosophical School .— 
The Besant Theosophical School, Bana- 
ras, was started in 1939 under the in¬ 
spiration of Dr. Arundale who was then 
the President of the Theosophical So¬ 
ciety. During the last 12 years it has 
made remarkable progress. Starting as 
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a very small institution, consisting of 
about 25 students, it has now grown 
into a very big institution of more 
than 700 students. Sri N. V. Tampi 
is its Principal. For the last three 
years the School has been self-support¬ 
ing so far as its recurring expenditure 
is concerned. Thus it is no longer 
a financial burden to the Indian 
Section. 

The Indian Book Shop .—The Indian 
Book Shop continues to be under the 
Managership of Sri G. R. Venkatram 
assisted by Sri R. C. Verma. 

It had during the year a gross turn¬ 
over of Rs. 17,349/- by way of sale of 
books, magazines, stationery, photos, 
etc., of which a substantial amount 
represents sale of Theosophical books 
and pamphlets in English and in 
Hindi. The sale of the School Basic 
Textbook undertaken for publication 
during the previous year continued 
this year also until the entire edition 
of 25,000 copies was completely sold 
out. This undertaking resulted in a 
net profit of Rs. 1,093 to the Book 
Shop. 

During the year the following publi¬ 
cations were brought out by the Book 
Shop: 1. A Hindi Translation of C. 
Jinar&jadasa’s “The Nature of Mysti¬ 
cism ", by Rai Bahadur Panda Baij- 
natli, B.A.;2. A Hindi translation of 
“ Practical Occultism ", by Ravi Sharan 
Verma, B.A., B.L.; and 3. A Hindi 
translation of “ The Doctrine of the 
Heart " by Ravi Sharan Verma, B.A., 
B.L. 

The demand for Hindi books, parti¬ 
cularly in elementary Theosophy, is on 
the increase; and the Indian Book 
Shop looks forward to the development 
of the new concern—The Anand 
Prakashan, Ltd., so that it may have 
for handling and distribution more and 
more Hindi books. 


Indian Section Headquarters .— 
Work at the Indian Section Head¬ 
quarters is proceeding as usual. The 
Executive Committee of the Indian 
Section, in accordance with the new 
constitution, appointed Sri G. R. 
Venkatram as Treasurer of the Indian 
Section. This has indeed been a very 
wise choice for Sri G. R. Venkatram 
is well qualified to discharge respon¬ 
sible duties as Treasurer. His appoint¬ 
ment as Treasurer has relieved me 
of much work. I have been able to 
go out on tours during this year 
because Sri G. R. Venkatram acted 
for me during my absence over and 
above discharging his duties as Trea¬ 
surer. I am very grateful to him for 
all his assistance. 

In the Indian Section Office we have 
Shrimati Savitri Advani, Sri N. K. 
Bhidc, Mr. Henry van de Poll and 
Sri Ramnath Dandekar to look after 
the various sections of the office work. 

The Indian Section Library was, 
during the year, under the charge of 
Sri S. A. Hajare. 

Sri Damodar Prasad continues to 
give his wise and experienced guidance 
in the work of Estate management. 
He is in charge of the Buildings as 
well as the Garden. 

Sri M. P. Nagar looks after the 
Sanitation and the Watch and Ward 
departments and also carries out duties 
as Custodian of Properties. 

At the Indian Section Headquarters 
there are three Lodges of the Theo¬ 
sophical Society—the Kashi Tattva 
Sabha, the Arundalc Lodge and the 
Annie Bcsant Youth Lodge. 

I thank all my colleagues for the 
assistance they have given me in all 
my work as General Secretary. 

Rohit Mehta, 
General Secretary. 
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AUSTRALIA 


The event of the year 1951 has been 
the visit of the President, Mr. C. Jina- 
r£jadasa, who spent six months in 
Australia and was the central figure of 
Convention in April. He arrived at 
Fremantle on February 27, looked in 
on the Lodges on the way round to 
Sydney, arriving March 8; presided 
over Convention, either personally or 
by deputy, March 22*26, and remained 
in Sydney until August 17 except for 
a five-weeks round of New Zealand, 
April 19-May 27, a special visit to 
Brisbane, June 14-23, and to Melbourne 
June 30*July 9. Leaving Sydney finally 
on August 17, he addressed the mem¬ 
bers in each Lodge—Melbourne, Ade¬ 
laide, Perth—and sailed from Fre¬ 
mantle on August 28 for India. 

The President came from Adyar 
enveloped in all the afflatus of the 
75th Jubilee Convention, and at the 
opening of the Australian Convention 
suffused the proceedings with the Adyar 
spirit and the blessings of the Elder 
Brethren. His opening address on 
Good Friday was a masterly survey of 
civilization, stressing the need for a 
universal morality to be established by 
Theosophists. He gave us to under¬ 
stand that the inner side of our work 
as Theosophists is to set up a 
steel frame-work of the United Na¬ 
tions, and he assigned to Australian 
Theosophists the task of changing in 
the next 25 years the political atmos¬ 
phere of the country in the light of 
our mystical ideals, for “ in your 
charge is the future of Australia.” 

The President delivered four add¬ 
resses during Convention, including 
the opening above mentioned in the 
Savoy Theatre, and the closing address 
on Easter Monday at The Manor, 
urging the Lodges to be enveloped in 
the idea of " Advance Australia.” 

The President certainly gave a spirit¬ 
ual magnificence and depth to the 
proceedings. This was all in spite of 


indifferent health when he arrived, 
though his general tone had greatly 
improved by the time of his departure. 

The proposal to incorporate the Sec¬ 
tion, resolved upon at the 1949 Con¬ 
vention, was withdrawn at this Con¬ 
vention in the interests of expediency 
and harmony, and it was decided to 
make certain amendments in the rules 
of the Trust Company, which holds 
property for the Section, as a present 
substitute for incorporation. 

Section dues were increased from 
13/- to 18/- for attached members and 
from 19/- to 24/- for unattached. The 
increase was necessitated by rising 
costs. 

The Arundale Lecture Competition 
was won by Miss Freda Rogers, South 
Australia, with an essay entitled: 
" Theosophy, A Light in Our Dark¬ 
ness.” 

During Convention an Australian 
Theosophical Arts Group was formed 
with branches in most of the States. 

Membership .—The Section member* 
ship stands on 30th September 1951 
at 1102 as against 1050 in 1950, an 
increase of 52. 

Lodges .—In October 1950 a Lodge 
was formed at Cairns in North Queens¬ 
land, near to Atherton Lodge founded 
six months previously. Cairns is the 
phoenix of a Lodge which existed 
there half a century ago. There are 
now 16 Lodges in the Section. Mel¬ 
bourne has 314 members, Blavatsky 
Lodge, Sydney, has 301 and the three 
Sydney Lodges together 331. 

Young Theosophists have an efficient 
group in Sydney who join in Lodge 
work. A revival in other Centres is 
taking place, due to travelling lecturers’ 
visits. 

Among important people who have 
passed over are: Mr. Ian Davidson, 
Rt. Rev. Stanley S. Fisher and Mrs. 
Lily M. Hynes. 





40 THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


Propaganda. —Mr. Harry H. Banks, 
returning from Adyar, spent about a 
month with each of the Lodges from 
Perth to Brisbane, and went up north 
as far as Cairns and Atherton. Mr. 
Geoffrey Hodson is also touring the 
Lodges, and after a successful season 
in Sydney, Perth and Adelaide, had in 
September reached Melbourne, opening 
to an audience of 700 in the Free¬ 
masons’ Hall and 300 in the T.S. 
lecture hall, both in Collins Street. 
Melbourne has a name for large audi¬ 
ences and has sustained that reputa¬ 
tion with Mr. Hodson. At the same 
time he is broadcasting every Sunday 
night for twenty weeks from 2GB 
Sydney with recordings which he made 
before leaving Sydney for the west. 


Some of his radio talks are being 
printed as pamphlets. 

Broadcasting .—Station 2GB Sydney 
on August 26 celebrated the 25th jubi¬ 
lee of its founding in 1926, the General 
Secretary adding to the usual 15-minute 
programme a five-minute story of the 
opening of the Station and its Theo- 
sophical origin and purposes. He gave 
credit to Dr. Arundale who visualized 
the Station and had it working within 
four months. Mr. Davidge is the only 
living person present at the opening who 
is still connected with the Station’s 
output. The Theosophical broadcasts 
continue every Sunday night at 9.30 
under a long-term contract. 

J. L. Davidge, 

General Secretary. 


SWEDEN 


The Theosophical life in the Capital 
of Sweden is at present full of activ¬ 
ities. Three Lodges have their own 
meetings once a week or more and 
besides there are public lectures, mem¬ 
bers’ meetings when all come together, 
study classes, and special group meet¬ 
ings. Also in several places outside 
Stockholm Lodges are meeting regu¬ 
larly and giving public lectures, but 
there are also Lodges in the country¬ 
side where activities are very small. 

It is felt to be the most important 
task for the near future to encourage 
especially the work in those last men¬ 
tioned parts of the country, and to 
try to vivify Lodges with little activity. 
To some degree this has been tried 
during the year under report w hen the 
General Secretary and other Theo- 
sophist-speakers have visited some of 
the Lodges. Though difficulties are 
considerable this is continued. 

During the first week of July this 
summer the Section had its Summer 
School combined with Convention. 
Guests and main speakers were 


Mrs. Adelaide Gardner and Mr. Sidney 
Ransom from England. With most 
interesting lectures and talks they 
made the Summer School an inspiring 
event. About 40 people attended the 
whole Summer School and some 20 
came for Convention day. Several 
non-members attended and there was 
great interest on the part of the leaders 
and the staff of the place, which is the 
centre of a diet reform movement. 

A Scandinavian gathering was held 
this year in “ Gammel Praestegaard ” 
where Srimati Rukmini Devi and Mr. 
Sidney Ransom were the Guests of 
Honour. It was an interesting experi¬ 
ence for those present to take part in 
this Summer School, which had no 
set programme but followed its own 
line from day to day. 

A group of Swedes attended this 
gathering, while others went to the 
Council meetings in Camberley, to the 
German Summer School in Rendsburg 
and to Huizen. Two Swedish mem¬ 
bers had the privilege of attending the 


NEW ZEALAND 


41 


Jubilee Convention at Adyar in Decem¬ 
ber 1950. 

The 75 years Jubilee of the Society 
and the Theosophical Movement was 
celebrated in Stockholm, together with 
the Pasadena (Covina) Society. 

Activities in Stockholm in the 
autumn of 1951 were started by a series 
of Theosophical lectures in a public 
hall situated in a part of the city 
where Theosophists have not been 
active previously. The audience was 
not as large as on similar occasions 
but many new contacts were made. 

A Russian-speaking group of some 
20 people has been meeting in Head¬ 
quarters for Theosophical lectures and 
discussions at different times during 
the Spring and is now meeting regularly 
once a week. In one of the Lodges of 
Stockholm a Youth Group has been 
formed. A young person is leader of 
the Group and they usually invite one 
older member and ask him all sorts of 
questions on Theosophy. 

Due to increased prices a special 
effort has been necessary in order to 


balance the budget of the Section. 
An appeal was made to the members 
for a voluntary extra fee, which raised 
the sum of the yearly fees by about 
a fourth. 

The General Secretary, Curt Berg, 
was re-elected in March, for another 
term of two years. 

The Magazine " Teosofisk Tidskrift " 
has been issued as usual with 9 issues 
a year. It goes to members, sub¬ 
scribers, to many public libraries and 
the like, and is now and then sent 
to sympathizers. 

The Book Department has been 
given much interest by members and 
the public. 

There are 19 Lodges in the Section. 
During the year under report 41 new 
members joined the Section and 8 
have left. That means an increase of 
33, which makes a total number of 390 
at the end of the year. 

Curt Berg, 
General Secretary. 


NEW ZEALAND 


The most important event in the 
year’s activities has been the visit of 
our President, Mr. C. Jinarajadasa. 
Arriving on 23rd April, he visited the 
Lodges in the four main cities, cover¬ 
ing a period of 30 days and giving in 
all 26 addresses. Everywhere our 
members were keyed up to the occasion, 
and many journeyed into the main 
cities, coming long distances from 
Lodges all over New Zealand. Publi¬ 
city for the visit was everywhere 
excellent for the public work, with 
resultant good attendances at all lec¬ 
tures. Audiences ranged from 750 in 
the larger cities to 250 to 500 in the 
others. A successful recording was 
made of one of the lectures, " The 
Search for the Soul ”; it comprises 
6 


a set of 7 records which have been 
made available to the Lodges. The 
President left on 24th May for Sydney. 

Another highlight of the year was 
the official representation of our 
National Society at the 75th Inter¬ 
national Convention at Adyar, by my¬ 
self as General Secretary together with 
eight of our members. Four of us 
journeyed earlier to Adyar to attend 
the School of the Wisdom for several 
months. Such visits of members act 
as an inspiration to the Section and 
make stronger the links with our 
International Headquarters. 

Annual Convention .—The 54th 
Annual Convention of the New Zea¬ 
land Section met in Auckland and was 
coincident with the big Convention 
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at Adyar. It took for its keynote the 
injunction from the Letter of the 
Maha Cholian, 1881, “ We have to 
preach and popularise a knowledge of 
Theosophy 

In her report as Principal of Vasanta 
Garden School Miss B. H. Darroch 
said, “. . . with all confidence and 
sincerity I can assure you that, with 
your sustained efforts and the devoted 
services of our teachers, we have built 
a sound foundation for a school worthy 
of a respected place amongst the new 
educational endeavours of our country. 

. . . We close this year with a roll 

number of 100.” A very satisfactory 
report was received from the Govern¬ 
ment Inspector who on his visit to 
the School said to Miss Darroch, 

“ You are doing here in this School 
what we hope the public schools will 
do in the future.” 

Membership. —The membership as 
at 30th September, 1951, is 941 show¬ 
ing a gain of 16 members for the year. 
The Section has sixteen Lodges and 
one Centre. 

Publicity. —Five thousand copies of 
Mr. C. JinarSjadasa’s “ Ideas of Theo¬ 
sophy ” were published for the visit 
of the President and distributed by the 
Lodges at all public meetings. 

Each new member on joining the 
Section receives, in addition to his 
diploma and letter from the President: 
(1) “Addresses to New Members”, 
T.P.H., 1950, (2) “The MahaChohan’s 
Letter, 1881,” (3) “At the Feet of 
the Master ”, (4) A Lodge of the Theo- 
sophical Society ”, by Annie Besant, 
(5) “ The Golden Stairs” card. 

For propaganda work the Lodges 
use in the main a Section publication 
“ Information for Enquirers" and 
C. W. Leadbeater’s “ An Outline of 
Theosophy ”. Our International maga¬ 
zine, “ The Theosophist ”, is sent free 
to the public libraries in the four main 
cities. 

“ Theosophy in New Zealand ”.— 
Through the Section Journal we keep 


members well informed in regard to 
the work of the Society generally and 
of our National Society particularly. 

It is sent free to every member. 

Mr. Geoffrey Hodson .—After an un¬ 
broken period of ten years as a lecturer 
in the New Zealand field, Mr. Hodson 
accepted an invitation to tour for 
seven months in the Australian States, 
where he has been doing splendid work 
with his large public audiences. He 
will return to New Zealand for the 
New Zealand Convention in December, 
and will next year, 1952, halve his 
time between Australia and New Zea¬ 
land. He has tentatively accepted an 
invitation to make a nine months tour 
in U.S.A. in 1953. 

Mr. H. H. Banks .—New Zealand 
members warmly welcomed Mr. H. H. 
Banks back in September after an 
absence of two years. His residence 
at Adyar, experience of India gener¬ 
ally, and a six months tour in Australia 
have given rich experience making 
him well equipped to take up again the 
work as a lecturer in New Zealand. 

Members visiting Adyar. —Mrs. W. 
Crawford will be our representative at 
the School of the Wisdom in its third 
year, and will officially represent the 
Section at the Seventy-sixth Inter¬ 
national Convention, Banaras. Accom¬ 
panying Mrs. Crawford is Mrs. Gudrun 
Milliken who has accepted the invita¬ 
tion of the President to act as Superin¬ 
tendent of Leadbeater Chambers. 

Obituary .—The Theosophical 
Society in New Zealand has lost one 
of its finest and oldest workers by the 
passing away on 3rd July, 1951 of 
Mr. D. W. M. Burn, M.A., at the age 
of 89 years. Mr. Burn was a member 
of Dunedin Lodge for fifty-two years; 
he was an outstanding figure in the 
early days and one of the finest class- 
leaders the Society in New Zealand 
has ever known. He contributed 
greatly to the work and trained many 
as lecturers, writers and class-leaders. 



NETHERLANDS 
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The Section owes him a great debt 
of gratitude for foundations well laid 
and for bis unswerving loyalty to the 
leaders and to the work. Mr. Burn 
was by profession a teacher but it was 
as a poet that he was best known to the 
general public in New Zealand. 

Publication. — Books by New Zea¬ 
land members published by the T.P.H. 
this year have been " Reincarnation, 
Fact or Fallacy ? ” by Geoffrey Hodson 
and “Fifteen Stories” by Harry H. 
Banks. Both are having a good sale 
in New Zealand. 

As General Secretary I have, since 
returning to New Zealand, made an 
extensive tour of the Lodges. Talks 
on “ The World Significance of Adyar ” 
and on “ The School of the Wisdom ” 
have everywhere created great interest 
among the members and stimulated in 
many the wish to some day go as a 
student to the School of the Wisdom. 


Public lectures, and talks to Rotary 
and Women’s organizations, on “ India 
and her Unique Contribution to the 
Problem of World Peace ”, have met 
with a veiy fine response. 

Those disruptive forces which arc 
at work throughout the world have 
made a storm centre in New Zealand 
this year. Prolonged strikes and a 
general political upheaval have dis¬ 
located the whole life of the country, 
causing much suffering and bitterness. 
To meet this challenge it becomes 
imperative to spread more widely the 
age-old truths of Theosophy and offset 
the materialistic outlook of the day by 
a spiritual conception of the Universe. 
It is this which is the pre-eminent 
work of the Theosophical Society in 
New Zealand. 

E. Hunt, 
General Secretary. 


NETHERLANDS 


The year ending 30th September 
1951 has been a rather eventful one 
for this Section. Realizing that the 
Diamond Jubilee of the Society should 
receive due consideration, not only in 
the heart of the Society, Adyar, but 
also in the limbs, in the Netherlands 
plans had been made to celebrate 
the event by a Jubilee Exhibition. 
It took shape under the motto: The 
Unity of the Religions and was 
held in the building of the Lodge den 
Haag from 4th to 16th November, 
1950. The event proved very success¬ 
ful, and the Section may look back on 
the experiment with the greatest satis¬ 
faction. One of the distinguished 
visitors at the opening of the Exhibi¬ 
tion was the Ambassador for India, 
Dr. Mohan Singh Mehta, who delivered 
a speech in which he expressed his 
warm appreciation for the work done 
by the Theosophical Society in India 


and elsewhere, and gave the assurance 
of his great admiration for Dr. Annie 
Besant, whom he had known person¬ 
ally, and who was looked upon by the 
Indians as one of their great leaders. 

The Exhibition was visited by about 
1800 persons, not counting the visitors 
to the 5 public lectures which were 
given within the framework of The 
Unity of the Religions. For 12 suc¬ 
cessive days the Universal Temple of 
the Religions stood as a radiating centre 
of Beauty and Wisdom in the Resi¬ 
dency of the Netherlands. 

Two days after the close of the 
Exhibition a Jubilee Convention was 
opened at the Capital of the Nether¬ 
lands, Amsterdam. The Mayor of 
this city was present at the event and 
he expressed the hope that the Society 
would be able to contribute much to 
the realization of Unity amongst the 
peoples of our globe. The Convention 
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lasted for 2\ days and was a worthy 
end to a two-weeks period of Jubilee 
celebration, which proved a source of 
inspiration to our workers. 

The General Secretary, Prof, van 
der Ley, was present at the Jubilee 
Convention at Adyar, where he deli¬ 
vered one of the public lectures. 

In May 1951 our Annual Convention 
was held at Arnhem. The great event 
of this occasion was the presence of 
Srimati Rukmini Devi, who interrupt¬ 
ed her stay in France to make it possi¬ 
ble to attend this Convention. During 


her stay in Holland this summer she 
also delivered a lecture at the Univer¬ 
sity of Utrecht, and gave a dance per¬ 
formance at the Residency of den Haag. 

On the island of Texel, due North 
of the province of Noord-Holland, a 
Theosophical camp for children was 
organized by the Section, which proved 
a great success. 

The membership as on 30th Septem¬ 
ber was 1704, with 36 Lodges. 

J. W. van der Ley, 

General Secretary. 


FRANCE 


In'considering the number of mem¬ 
bers compared with that of last year, 
it has to be remembered that during 
this period the members in Indochina, 
who formerly belonged to the Section, 
have been transferred to the President¬ 
ial Agency of Indochina. 

The life of the Section has followed 
the lines of previous years. La Vie 
Theosophique has ceased to exist as a 
separate magazine, but since the month 
of January it has been issued as a 
supplement to the Lotus Bleu. Every 
member of the Section receives this 
magazine and its supplement, while the 
subscribers to the Lotus Bleu who are 
not members of the Society receive 
it without the supplement, and they 
have therefore a magazine which is 
able to promote Theosophical thought 
in the outside world without material 
which is interesting only to members 
of the Society. An arrangement has 
been made with the Belgian and Swiss 
Sections by which the magazines and 
supplement are also the organ of these 
Sections for the French-speaking mem¬ 
bers in these countries. It is also the 
organ of the European Federation. 

International visitors have not been 
numerous. We have had the privilege 
of two visits from Srimati Rukmini 


Devi, who has spoken at Mulhouse, 
Paris, Bordeaux, Pau and Orleans. 

Mr. G. Tripet, from Switzerland, 
gave a very much appreciated lecture in 
Paris on the relationship of J. Krishna- 
murti with the Theosophical Society 
and Theosophy, at our National Con¬ 
vention. 

The work of the Lodges and Cen¬ 
tres in the provinces has been con¬ 
ducted actively or sluggishly according 
to the enthusiasm and opportunities 
of the local members. 

There is always a large correspond¬ 
ence with members or sympathisers in 
native Africa, but many of the letters 
which reach us from this region bear 
witness that the writers have com¬ 
pletely wrong ideas concerning the 
nature of our movement. It is often 
difficult to make them understand that 
we do not sell talismans or occult 
influences, and that our aim is not 
magic as it is understood by the people 
of Africa. 

A certain number of Haitians are 
attached to the Theosophical Society 
in France. French being the official 
language of Haiti, they desire to be 
attached to our Section, until they are 
strong enough to constitute a National 
Section. 


Paul Thorin, 
General Secretary. 
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ITALY 


From October 1950 to October 1951, 
98 new members were registered. 

There was a total of 15 members 
lost —2 by death, 5 by resignation, and 
8 by lapsing. 

There are 36 active Lodges, and the 
total number of members is now 938, 
including the independent ones, and 
the four Centres. 

All the Lodges have been working 
in various ways during the year; some 
of them having done exceedingly good 
service, developing a co-ordinated and 
progressive programme which has fol¬ 
lowed a scheme published last year in 
the Sectional magazine AlbaSpirituale. 

The most important activity has 
been the magazine Alba Spiritualc, 
edited and published by the General 
Secretary, with the eager co-operation 
of some of the members. 

The magazine, which is appreciated 
and read also by people not belonging 
to the Theosophical movement, prints 
1200 copies and is sent in exchange to 
all Theosophical Sections. 

Our Section held its 37th Congress 
in the Terme of Castrocaro, near Forli, 
from the 3rd to 6th of May of this year, 
with the consent of all Lodges, and 


the personal participation of 150 mem¬ 
bers. 

We had the pleasure of having Mr. 
J. E. van Dissel, General Secretary of 
the European Theosophical Federation, 
as our very welcome guest, and with 
whom we discussed the preparation for 
the Federation Congress to be held in 
Florence early in October next year. 

Mr. van Dissel spoke to the Congress 
about the duties of Theosophists in 
this historical moment, showing the 
necessity for active co-operation with 
UNO for the realization of the regime 
of real Brotherhood. 

During the Congress two very good 
public lectures were held in the near 
cities of Ravenna and Forli, on the 
subjects of “ The problem of Survival 
according to Theosophy and Meta¬ 
physical Science ”, and “ The religion 
of Giuseppe Mazzini, the intuitive 
Theosophist, the Patriot, and first ex¬ 
ponent of European Unity.” 

During the Congress social contacts 
were renewed. Dr. Giuseppe Gasco 
was unanimously re-elected as General 
Secretary, together with all the mem¬ 
bers of the Executive Committee. 

G. Gasco, 
General Secretary. 


GERMANY 


There is but little to report about 
the year 1950-51. The Lodges have 
been steadily working, studying Theo¬ 
sophical books and discussing our 
problems. They gathered weekly or 
every fortnight. Public work is very 
difficult on the one side because of the 
lack of really good lecturers, and on 
the other side because it is very often 
impossible to get suitable rooms, and 
in any case such rooms are very 


expensive, so that it is always a risk 
for the Lodges to hire a hall for a 
public lecture. Also the prices for all 
kinds of propaganda are very high. 
Ordinary Lodge meetings are therefore 
mostly held in private houses. 

Because of bad health, 1 could visit 
during this year only a few Lodges. 

All m c m b e r s are very pleased 
with the magazine Adyar issued by 
Dr. Lauppert in Graz in Austria for 
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the three German-speaking Sections 
in Europe. With the financial help 
of the European Federation, we can 
deliver it to all members without extra 
payment. We have had much trouble 
and loss of time getting the necessary 
import licenses and it is still very 
difficult to import Theosophical books 
in the German language from the 
Adyar-Verlag in Austria. We are try¬ 
ing to find a way of printing new books, 
in spite of the always increasing prices 
for paper, on the basis of co operation 
of the three German-speaking Sections. 

A number of members want to read 
The Theosophist regularly. But we 
can have only a few copies as there is 
no possibility of transfering the money 
for them, and we are told by the 
T.P.H. in Adyar that even this will 
no longer be possible. It seems to me 
very important that there should be 
found a solution of this problem, 
perhaps through an agreement between 
the T.P.H. and the European Fede¬ 
ration. 

All Lodges have celebrated the 75 
years Jubilee of our Society in special 
dignified meetings. In some places 
our young Theosophists took active 
part in the organization of these meet¬ 
ings, especially in Velbert where a very 
active group of young people produced 
a play, whose author is the leader 
of the Lodge there, Mr. Augustus 
Heidmann. 


I am very happy that our German 
Young Theosophists are so very alive 
under the leadership of their repre¬ 
sentative, Michail Alexander, in Rends- 
burg, and in close contact with the 
European Federation of Young Theo¬ 
sophists. 

Our Summer School in Rendsburg 
has been again a great success this 
year. About 100 members gathered 
there for a week, and among them many 
young people. Srimati Rukmini Devi 
and Mr. van Dissel and Miss Helma 
Kool from the Netherlands were our 
guests for the whole period and gave 
us much inspiration for our work and 
our Theosophical life. It was really 
an uplift for us and we shall try to 
make our Summer School a permanent 
institution of our Section. 

The number of our members decreas¬ 
ed in spite of 50 new applications 
because we had to dissolve the mem¬ 
bership of all those who had not 
shown the least interest in our work 
and had not paid their annual fees 
for several years. So we have now 
a total membership of only 627. 

On the 29-30th of September we 
held our “ Generalversammlung ” in 
Hamburg. The officials of our Section 
Committee have been re-elected, and 
I have been nominated General Sec¬ 
retary for another three years. 

Martin Boyken, 
General Secretary . 


CUBA 


The number of the Lodges in this 
Section has been increased by one 
Lodge: “ Rafael de Albear ”, of Moron 
City. This Lodge existed in the past 
but was dissolved in 1932. This Sec¬ 
tion has now 33 Lodges. 

The membership is 622, a loss of 32. 

Activities .—Several members have 
helped to spread our ideas of Theo¬ 


sophy in the Section, having lectured 
at public Conferences. At present 
we have two magazines: Revista 
Teosdfica Cubana and Teosofia. The 
first, edited by the Section, is the 
official organ ; the second is published 
by the Eastern Federation. We have 
three Federations—Eastern, Central 
and Western—each holding three or 
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four Conferences each year, with as¬ 
semblies and public meetings. The 
Central Federation is at present very 
weak. 

The Ciudamar Centre is working as 
usual and also Leadbeatcr Centre in 
the central part of the Island. The 
Western Federation has finished the 
construction of its building at Havana 
city; it is a pretty two-storey house. 


4? 

Visitors. —During this year we had, 
in February, a visit from our very 
loved brother Mr. N. Sri Ram. 
He stayed several days in Cuba and 
visited many places, lecturing at 
our National University and other 
towns. 

The Leadbeater Centre of Sancti- 
Spiritus continues with study classes, 
conferences and book selling. 

Lorgio Vargas Garcia, 

General Secretary. 


HUNGARY 

Section Closed. No Report 


FINLAND 


Our activities have continued as 
usual in all the Lodges, though during 
last winter some weariness has been 
apparent. Attendances at the meet¬ 
ings have not been so regular as 
formerly. Perhaps the cause for it lies 
in the uncertainty of the economic 
and political situation. 

The countryside Lodges have been 
kept in touch with Helsinki Head¬ 
quarters by regular circular letters and 
lecture tours. I myself have visited 
nearly all the Lodges during the 
winter. 

Activities of youth and children 
have also continued as before. 

On the occasion of the Jubilee Year 
we were visited by Mr. Otto Viking 
from Denmark in October. He gave 
three lectures in Helsinki and toured 
Tampere and Seinajoki. On Founda¬ 
tion Day we had a fine festival at 
a school hall for the general public. 
Our magazine Teosofi was published 
with 72 pages and sold as single copies. 
The New Year Eve was dedicated in 


Helsinki to the closing of this Jubilee 
with many speeches to commemorate 
the day. 

Mrs. Magda Aspelin was in Adyar 
during the 75th Double-Diamond 
Jubilee and afterwards she gave some 
talks to the members on her experiences. 
She also spoke on the radio about the 
life of India. Mrs. and Mr. Valvanne 
sent a long, detailed report from the 
Jubilee. It was published in our 
magazine Teosofi. 

The Annual Convention at Easter 
was like meetings in the good old 
times. About 250 members took part 
in it. We had also a guest from 
abroad, Mr. Michael Alexander from 
Germany. He gave one lecture at our 
Convention. Easter Monday was a 
Youth Day. First there was a beauti¬ 
ful performance of the Lotus Circle 
and after it a Youth meeting, when 
Mr. Alexander spoke on Joy. The 
general tone of the Convention was 
marked by a strong desire to make our 
Section an efficient channel for the 
spreading of the eternal truths. 
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Some weeks later Mr. Hugo Valvan- 
ne from India was in Helsinki and 
gave us a lecture about India. 

The Summer School was held on 
the 12- 19th of July at Kauniainen near 
Helsinki. About fifty members booked 
for the whole period and another fifty 
came for the week-end and the even¬ 
ing meetings. The general title for 
our School was “The Present Task of 
the Society—Outer and Inner." Mrs. 
Adelaide Gardner and Mr. Sidney 
Ransom were the leaders and they both 
gave one talk every day. The spirit 
and enthusiasm of the School went 
beyond all our expectations, but the 
participation at it was not so numerous 
as was anticipated. 

After the closing of our School Mr. 
Ransom spent a few days in the coun¬ 
try as guest of the family Kylamarkula, 
and one night they had at their house 
a very successful meeting. 

Two of our members were present 
at the Summer School of the German 
Section, two members visited Gammel 
Praestegaard in Denmark and three 
members, Mrs. Aino Valvanne from 
Kotka town, Miss Irene von Schmidt— 
who also represented our Youth Group 
—and Miss Signe Rosvall, General 
Secretary, took part at the meetings of 
the European Federation at Camberley. 
Thus we try to understand the work 
of the other Sections and draw them 
nearer ourselves. During this winter 
we shall give our thoughts with sym¬ 
pathy to Italy so that the next Congress 
may be a success. 


Mrs. Josephine Ransom visited Hel¬ 
sinki the last week of September. She 
gave a public lecture, about one hund¬ 
red persons being present. Then we 
had two meetings for members. In 
our Lodge room every seat was taken. 
She was accompanied by Mrs. Vera 
Stephenson and Mrs. K. Boag. Mrs. 
Stephenson visited the meeting of the 
Youth Group, and helped us to start the 
Round Table in Helsinki. There are 
now 12 members. 

At the end of last year two Lodges 
at Tampere town were combined, so 
we have now 22 Lodges. The number 
of new members during the year was 
18 and those discontinuing 20, bringing 
the total membership to 719. 

The Sectional magazine Teosofi was 
published once a month. It has con¬ 
tinued to act as a valuable link between 
the members and those interested in 
Theosophy and also as a means of 
propaganda. As usual the news from 
Adyar and National Sections has been 
published as part of it. I am sorry to 
say, however, that the number of sub¬ 
scribers has now decreased to 800. No 
other literature has been published. 

In spite of all the uncertainty and 
the many vexations of the time, I 
venture to say that we look to the 
future with expectation and confidence, 
and I beg to assure you that, as far as 
we are concerned, we shall not be dis¬ 
couraged from making our contribution 
to the common cause. 

Signe Rosvall, 
General Secretary 


RUSSIA 
Section Dissolved 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
No Report 
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The year under report marks a 
major milestone in the history of the 
Theosophical Society, its double Dia¬ 
mond Jublee, which several of our 
members had the good fortune to 
celebrate at our Adyar Headquarters. 
It is a happy augury for out work 
that we can also report an excellent 
expansion of our work within this 
Section. In my last report I expressed 
the view that we should concentrate 
on bringing Theosophy into a wider 
field of action and I am very happy to 
say that our efforts have been most 
successful. May the new impulse of 
the last quarter of a century’s work 
inspire this Section into even more 
intense activity. The thought of the 
great inspiration that Theosophy could 
give in any department of life, has 
been the guiding principle behind the 
year’s work. 

The total membership is 597 and 
we have 12 Lodges. Five of these were 
formed during 1950. These have all 
been re-visited, except East London. 
Our other Lodges continue to do good 
work in their traditional way. The 
Cape Town Lodge has this year made 
a move into its new premises, altered 
and improved for the purpose. This 
is the second established Lodge pro¬ 
perty in our Section, the first one 
being in Pretoria. The Johannesburg 
Lodge will be the next to move into 
its own home, which it is now altering 
for Lodge purposes. 

Lodges were asked to arrange special 
celebrations on November 17th, being 
the Society’s 75th birthday. The 
Transvaal Lodges combined their ef¬ 
forts and held an Inter-Lodge day, at 
which historical pictures and other 
items of interest in the history of the 
T.S. were displayed. 

All new Lodges have been provided 
with a nucleus of a library to the 
value of £10. Besides, a Section-wide 
appeal was made for second-hand books, 
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which made possible a generous distri¬ 
bution of further books. 

Regular Lodge lecture-programmes 
have been filled with names from 
among our own members and a good 
standard has been achieved. Also Miss 
Clara Codd, although she has had a 
well-deserved rest for part of the year, 
has resumed lecturing again to the 
delight of her always appreciative 
audiences. I must also mention here 
the excellent work done by Mrs. Ensor 
in an attempt to improve matters in 
Port Elizabeth. She has sacrificed much 
time and money in a renewed cam¬ 
paign, which we hope will bear fruit 
in the coming year. My husband and 
I have lectured, besides, in Johannes¬ 
burg and Pretoria, in the three 
Rhodesian Lodges, in Duiban, Pieter¬ 
maritzburg and in Vereeniging. We 
also gave several lectures in Nairobi, 
and the link which was thus formed 
between the East African and our 
Section is one of neighbourly affection. 

An unforgettable event was our visit 
to Adyar, where I officially represented 
this Section at the 75th Anniversary 
of our Society. This was a truly 
international gathering, and many 
countries of the world were repre¬ 
sented. The inspiration which flows 
from such coming together is beyond 
description. It impressed me with the 
assurance that our first Object, the 
formation of a nucleus of Brotherhood, 
has been to a great extent achieved— 
but it still rests with us to expand our 
fraternity, so that it may become a 
living power in the world. Since our 
return we have visited many Lodges 
where we spoke about Adyar. This 
has aroused much interest in the 
activities of our Headquarters. 

We also acquired several new pam¬ 
phlets. One by the President, Mr. 
JinarSjadisa, called : “ Four Cardinal 
Points of Truth ” has been reprinted 
by our Section. Further we ordered 
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500 of “ Theosophy Offers,” printed 
in Adyar, a good pamphlet by Miss 
Elizabeth Preston. 

The Section also bought a number 
of existing pamphlets from the I.T.P. 
Several thousands of sheets were print¬ 
ed, with the heading: “Ten Good 
Reasons Why you Should Study Theo¬ 
sophy.” These are meant for propa¬ 
ganda campaigns. 

No new books have been printed in 
Afrikaans, and we still have a good 
stock, of which, unfortunately little 
use is made. Pretoria Lodge entertains, 
occasionally, lecturers in Afrikaans. 
Quite a number of new books have been 
added to the Section Library during 
the last year. 

Permission was given to the Insti¬ 
tute for Theosophical Publicity for the 
publication of two books by members. 
One is Miss Clara Codd’s autobio¬ 
graphy : " So Rich a Life.” I think 
we may congratulate ourselves on this 
honour. This fascinating life-story has 
a world-wide appeal and it is now on 
sale in an attractive form. The second 
book is *' Bruno ” written under the 
nom de plume: J. B. Sophia. 

Mrs. Jardine, the secretary of the 
International Correspondence League, 
reports that seven new contacts were 
made. These members are now corres¬ 
ponding with Theosophists in Holland, 
Ceylon, Australia, Lourcnco Marques, 
London and the Island of Mauritius. 

The Clara Codd Pension Trust Fund 
is in a very sound position and receives 
regular donations from all parts of the 
world. 1 would like to take this 
opportunity of expressing our gratitude 
to our Johannesburg members, Mr. and 


Mrs. Hey wood, for giving Miss Codd 
a home with them. Especially during 
the period of Miss Codd’s forced rest, 
this was an invaluable service. 

We collected £ 53-14-6 for the 
Annie Besant Commemorative Fund, 
which amount has been sent to Adyar. 

Most Lodges have dedicated a spe¬ 
cial meeting to the work of the United 
Nations, on or about the 24th of Octo¬ 
ber, United Nations Day. I wish to 
thank very warmly our National 
Service Group Organizer, Mrs. Lean, 
for her work during the year. She 
herself is Chief Organizer of the Na¬ 
tional Health Foundation and a more 
enthusiastic social worker, especially 
in the field of race relations, it would 
be hard to find. 

Since the special issue in com¬ 
memoration of our 75th year Jubilee, 
our magazine, The Link, has appeared 
in a new coat. To enable us to do 
this several members have donated 
specifically for this purpose. Some 
letters of congratulation on the new 
appearance showed that it was much 
appreciated. 

We are now looking forward to 
welcoming to our Section one of our 
most distinguished Theosophists, Mr. 
N. Sri Ram, who intends to be with 
us for some weeks in April on his way 
to England. We are arranging a tour 
for him to benefit as many as possible 
of our members. 

This brings us again to the begin¬ 
ning of a new' year of work—a work so 
full of opportunities and happiness. 
May we ever be mindful of the great 
need of Humanity and of the Theo- 
sophists’ contribution to it. 

J. E. Stakesby Lewis, 

General Secretary. 
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SCOTLAND 


The membership stands at the end 
of the year at 319, a drop of 48 on 
that of the previous year. This, how¬ 
ever, is due almost entirely to a 
thorough overhaul of the record of 
members, and a careful checking of 
Headquarters lists with those of the 
various Lodges, a task which was al¬ 
ready overdue. Practically all those 
suspended are former members of whom 
nothing had been heard for a number 
of years, and who had already ceased 
to be active members of the Society. 
The loss, therefore, is really on paper 
rather than in actual fact, and we can 
now be sure that we have on our books 
only those members who are active 
and in good standing. Actually, the 
number who have joined this year 
represents an advance on the figures 
of the previous year. Before the over¬ 
haul, every endeavour was made to get 
in touch with all those of whom nothing 
had been heard for a number of years ; 
and as a result of this, some who had 
been lost sight of have rejoined, and 
others may yet do so. 

The detailed reports received from 
the various districts and Lodges show 
that, though the exceptionally severe 
winter conditions had affected attend¬ 
ances to some extent, the work as a 
whole has been steadily maintained. 
The Library continues its important 
work on the usual extensive scale, and 
though general war distress relief work 
has ceased, parcels are still being sent 
at intervals to a family in the Near 
East having Theosophical connections. 

The 41st Annual Convention took 
place on May 26th and 27th in the 
newly reconstructed and redecorated 


premises at 17 Queen's Crescent, Glas¬ 
gow. The General Secretary presided 
over a large gathering of members. 
Among the items on the Agenda was a 
motion to increase the annual Head¬ 
quarters dues by 5 shillings a year; after 
discussion this motion was lost by a 
substantial majority, and the present 
arrangement will be continued for a 
further year as an experiment. Alter¬ 
native means of increasing the income 
will be considered, as the financial 
report showed that at present the 
Section is not paying its way. 

The General Secretary, in the course 
of the year, has visited all three of the 
Scottish Districts, in some cases more 
than once, and, in addition, has ful¬ 
filled lecturing engagements in England, 
Ireland (North and South), and at the 
Summer School at Bangor. He was 
absent from Europe from November 
to March, representing the Scottish 
Section at the 75th Annual Inter¬ 
national Convention at Adyar; and 
after the business part of the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Scottish Convention, 
he gave a detailed account of Adyar 
and of the Convention gatherings there. 
He also took part with Mrs. Allan in 
an informal Question and Answer 
meeting on 44 Adyar To-day ". 

Headquarters remained open until 
the end of July, when the premises 
were closed for the Summer vacation. 
The Library reopened for two days 
a week during September and all the 
regular activities will resume at the 
beginning of October. 

Edward Gall, 
General Secretary. 
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SWITZERLAND 

Statistics. —The present number of lecture to the members attending the 
Lodges is 14, plus 3 Centres: one in Convention, amongst whom were 20 


Basel, one in Vevey and one in 
Lucerne. There is a group of Young 
Theosophists in Basel, presided over 
by Mr. Hanspeter Wyss. The Mem¬ 
bership at present is 253. 

Participation of the Section in In¬ 
ternational Theosophical Activities .— 
Mrs. F. Schcffmacher, Vice-President, 
and Mr. Hanspeter Wyss, official dele¬ 
gate of the Youth of Switzerland, re¬ 
presented the Section at the Council 
Meeting of the European Federation 
at Arnhem. 

The General Secretary, Mr. Sassi, 
represented the Section at the 75th 
Convention of the T.S. at Adyar. Miss 
Bordier was requested to represent the 
Youth of Switzerland in all the activ¬ 
ities and meetings organized by the 
World Federation of Young Theo¬ 
sophists. After their return, both gave 
to the members, at the Headquarters, 
a full report on the Jubilee Convention, 
illustrated by several hundred coloured 
and ordinary slides. They raised the 
enthusiasm of the members towards 
Adyar. The General Secretary gave 
similar reports in Lausanne, Basel and 
Zurich, as well as to the T.S. Lodges 
of Lyon (France) and at the Regional 
Summer School for French-speaking 
members in Nice. 

12 members of the Swiss Section 
took an active part at the Regional 
Summer School at Pessicart, Nice, 
organized by the T.S. of France, Bel¬ 
gium and Switzerland, under the aus¬ 
pices of the European Federation. 

Visit of Srimati Rukmini Devi .— 
Invited by the Swiss Section, as also by 
the Dutch and Belgian Sections, Srimati 
Rukmini Devi was the Guest of Honour 
at our Annual Convention which took 
place on 6th May. She also presided 
over several meetings. She gave a 


delegates from Lyon (France), on 
“ Leadership of the World and in the 
T.S.", beginning with the example of 
Madame Blavatsky and Col. Olcott, 
exalting the work of Dr. Annie Besant, 
and giving a full appreciation of the 
work of Mr. Jinarajad&sa. 

Srimati Rukmini Devi also gave a 
public lecture in Geneva, outside the 
T.S. Headquarters, on '* L’Education 
. . . un iddal a rdaliser ", This lecture 
w-as followed by a social gathering at 
which the Press was invited. Rukmini 
Devi visited the Ecole Internationale 
in Geneva, and also spoke before 600 
persons in the great Aula of the Poly* 
technicum of Zurich, on “ The Culture 
of India To-day She talked on the 
same topic in Basel w ith great success. 

Public Work. —The public work at 
the Headquarters has been emphasized 
this year by a special effort to present 
the Theosophical techings in a new 
garb. This effort was especially due 
to the collaboration of Mr. Georges 
Triptt, who delivered 12 lectures to a 
large audience. On the other hand, 
the General Secretary, with Mr. Alfred 
Reisch and also Mr. Gustave Reiner 
and Mrs. Rachel Tripet, gave several 
symposiums on the main problems of 
life. The same effort was repeated by 
Mr. Tripet and the General Secretary 
in Lausanne. 

Mr. Georges Tripet was also asked 
to give a public lecture at the Annual 
Convention of the French Section. 

The General Secretary gave a public 
lecture on the “ Cultural Role of India ” 
in Basel, Geneva and Lyon. He visited 
the Lodges of Zurich, Basel, and 
Lausanne several times. 

Mr. Hanspeter Wyss gave three in¬ 
teresting public lectures in Basel. 
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Mr. Wyss has created a charades 
theatre for young children. 

A series of lectures has also been 
organised by Dr. Anna Kamensky 
under the general title of “ L’human- 
isme universel 


Mr. Selleger, from the T.S. in Hol¬ 
land, gave lectures in the three Centres 
of Geneva, Basel and Zurich. 

Albert Sassi, 
General Secretary. 


BELGIUM 


This year was a difficult one. Be¬ 
cause of the absence of our newly 
elected General Secretary, Monsieur 
Urbain Monami, who started for Adyar 
in November and who, on his return 
in April hardly took part again in any 
activities, his health being bad, the 
full weight of Secretaryship fell upon 
Monsieur Gaston Polak, the Acting 
General Secretary. We thank very 
heartily all our fellow-workers and most 
specially Mr. van der Hccht who, dur¬ 
ing the whole Theosophical year, took 
charge of the usual announcements 
and presented the lecturers to the 
public every Saturday. 

At the National Congress in June 
Mile. Serge Brisy, who had recovered 
from her accident, was re-elected Gene¬ 
ral Secretary. 

On September 30, 1951 there were 
11 Lodges and approximately 300 
members. 

Lectures. —These were most varied 
and numerous: 29 public lectures by 
members and lecturers from Belgium ; 
a lecture from Mme. Gool Min walla 
from Pakistan ; another from the Bik- 
khu U. Thitilla, and, above all, a 
magnificent talk from Srimati Kukmini 
Devi to members in Brussels, after 
her stay in Liege for the National 
Congress, referred to later. 

Adyar Day and Lotus Day were 
celebrated with great success. 

Theosophical Courses. —An elemen¬ 
tary one was given by Mr. van der 
Hecht and a practical one by M. 
Nicolay. 


Lectures Abroad. —Two of our mem¬ 
bers, Mme d'Hacnens and M. Hier- 
naux, lectured in South of France and 
visited Nice, Monaco, Cannes, Antibes 
and Menton. 

The Regional Summer School for 
French-speaking countries (France, 
Switzerland and Belgium) presided 
over by Serge Brisy (Vice-President), 
held in Nice in July, met with great 
success. 

Library and Bookshop. —Both were 
well attended and did good work. 

National Congress. —The most im¬ 
portant feature of our activities was 
certainly the National Congress held 
in Lifege (9th and 10th of June) with 
Srimati Rukmini Devi as our Guest of 
Honour. The General Secretary for the 
Netherlands, Prof. J. N. van der Ley, 
Mr. Peter Hoffman and Miss Chase 
from the U.S.A., and many delegates 
from Brussels, Antwerp and Ghent 
attended. Rukmini Devi gave two 
lectures to the members in the delight¬ 
ful Theosophical house built by Liege 
members, and M. Gaston Polak one. 
A public lecture by Rukmini Devi was 
given in a very crowded hall. Before 
the lecture, the best Belgian Quatuor 
(Quatuor Municipal de Liege) played 
the Quatuor op. 3 of Beethoven. 
Srimati Rukmini Devi had interviews 
with the local Press and articles, num¬ 
erous and very comprehensive of our 
Theosophical teachings, were issued 
in different local papers. 

Serge Brisy, 
General Secretary. 
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Before beginning with the report, I 
should like to tell the history of the 
Indonesian Section beginning with the 
year 1942. 

During the Japanese Occupation .— 
Nearly all Lodges stopped functioning. 
Only the Lodge of Solo could work on, 
though it had to struggle with many 
difficulties. Generally the Indonesian 
members worked on, while most of 
the Dutch were put in prison. Many 
of them died during that time. 

During the revolution the Indonesian 
members were not able to co-operate 
with the Dutch. There were some 
Lodges in the Republic of Indonesia, 
and some in places occupied by the 
Dutch Army. 

In places inland, the Theosophical 
members did their best to bring the 
Lodges to life again. For some time 
the second clash stopped the activities 
of the inland Lodges. 

After the Agreement between Indo¬ 
nesia and the Dutch the undersigned, 
as Chairman of the Indonesian Sec¬ 
tion, made a connection with brother 
J. A. H. van Lecuwcn, Chairman of the 
" daerah pendudukan ” (occupied dis¬ 
tricts) and quickly came to an agree¬ 
ment, for, as Theosophists, there is no 
difference of opinion between us. We 
decided to have a Congress at Semarang, 
which was held on September 3, 1950. 

At that Congress it was decided to 
change the name of Netherlands Indian 
Theosophical Society into Theosophi¬ 
cal Society Indonesian Branch and 
change the Constitution in accordance 
with the new situation. 

The meeting held at Semarang was 
a great success and a bond of brother¬ 
hood was felt. 

The undersigned was elected as 
Chairman, while Brothers Kusumo- 
dihardjo, Ong Soe Aan, S. Mangun- 


kawatja, Tan Bing Oe, Setiadharma, 
Soebroto, Soeganda, A. H. van Brakel 
and D. Kumarasamy were elected as 
members. 

Besides bringing the Lodges to life 
again, the chief work of the Committee 
was preparing the new Constitution for 
discussion at the Congress at Bandoeng. 

Congress in Bandoeng.— On March 
25, 1951, a Congress was held in Ban¬ 
doeng. The most important work was 
discussing and passing the new Con¬ 
stitution in order that the Society can 
work in accordance with the rules. 
The new Constitution has already been 
brought into line with the Constitution 
of the Theosophical Society all over 
the world, principally concerning the 
properties of the Theosophical Society 
Indonesian Section if it is dissolved. 

During the Congress the whole Com¬ 
mittee resigned but was re-elected. 
Brother H. J. van Marie was elected as 
a member of the chief Committee and 
appointed Treasurer, while Brother 
Derun was elected to take charge of 
the magazines. 

The Indonesian Section has now 16 
Lodges with 496 members. During 
this period 96 new members were 
registered. 

In September 1951, Brother C. D. 
Shores, International Treasurer of our 
Society, visited some Lodges in Java. 
To the Lodges of Borobudur (Magelang) 
and Timur (Malang) he presented 
Charters. He was w elcomed every w here. 
His visit stimulated our Society, which 
we love so much. The Indonesian 
Section thanks him for the help he 
has given to us, and we have request¬ 
ed him to visit Indonesia again at 
Easter, when our Section will hold 
a Congress in Surabaya. 

May our endeavours always have 
the blessing of our Masters. 

SOEMARDJO, 
General Secretary. 
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BURMA 


General. —" From Peace to Stabil¬ 
ity ” was the slogan of the Govern¬ 
ment during the year under report, and 
we are glad to say that political and 
economic conditions have improved. 

Membership. —The total number of 
members at the close of the year was 
64, as compared with 66 last year. 
The Vcn'blc Thera Prejnananda, the 
President of the Olcott Lodge, Rangoon, 
passed away during the year and two 
members were transferred to other 
Sections. It is encouraging to see that 
the Burmese members are taking more 
interest in the activities of the Lodges 
than before. 

Lodges. —The Olcott Lodge was, as 
in the past, the centre of our Theo- 
sophical activities in Burma. Owing 
to the high rates of taxes and other 
unavoidable recurring charges, the 
Lodge was faced with a deficit budget 
which had to be supplemented from 
the "Self Denial Fund" to which 
members contribute liberally every 
month. 

The Olcott Lodge. —The visit of 
two Theosophical members from Adyar, 
Mrs. Bhagirathi Sri Ram and Mr. 
M. Subramaniam, gave much impetus 
to the Rangoon members to take more 
interest in Theosophy. The former 
delivered two public lectures and the 
latter nine. Mr. Subramaniam also 
spoke to the local Rotarians at one 
of their meetings. Regular Sunday 
morning classes and Wednesday even¬ 
ing classes continued throughout the 
year. The birthdays of the Founders 
and the Presidents of the Society, 
White Lotus Day, Foundation Day 
and Adyar Day were celebrated. 

The Lotus Lodge , Mandalay.— Re¬ 
gular meetings have been conducted, 
and the members are endeavouring to 
regain possession of their Lodge 
buildings. 

TheBlavatsky Lodge , Maymyo. —The 
Lodge building is in the possession 


of squatters and action is being taken 
to evict them. Meanwhile, members 
have grouped together for purposes of 
study and discussion at a temporary 
place. The Secretary reports that 
attempts by some squatters to get the 
lease of the land renewed in their 
names have not been successful, and 
that the lease will soon be renewed in 
the name of the Society. 

The Youth Lodge. —As usual mem¬ 
bers of this Lodge have attended to the 
social side of Theosophical activities 
in Rangoon. 

The Burma Humanitarian League .— 
As a result of the League's appeals, the 
Government have been gracious enough 
to close all slaughter houses through¬ 
out Burma for three days during Inde¬ 
pendence Celebrations, for one day on 
the World Day for Animals, and for 
one day on each of the Sabbath Days 
during the 3 months of the Buddhist 
Lent, and at the beginning and end 
of it. Over a thousand pledges have 
been received for abstention from flesh 
during the Lent as a result of intensive 
propaganda during the year. Broad¬ 
cast talks were delivered on the 
radio on three occasions. Great in¬ 
terest has been aroused among the 
Burmese populace in vegetarianism. 

B.E.T. Co educational Schools —This 
is now being run under two sections, 
one having the medium of instruction 
in Tamil and another in Burmese. 
The School has a Theosophist as its 
Head Mistress, and its functions in¬ 
clude the birthday celebration of Dr. 
Annie Besant who laid the foundation 
stone. 

Book Depot. —Theosophical publica¬ 
tions are now on sale at the Rangoon 
Headquarters of the Society. Books 
worth more than Rs. 1500 were ordered 
and sold to members during the year. 
A fresh order is being placed with 
Adyar for a new consignment of books, 
and when they arrive it is proposed 
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to contact some booksellers to stock 
them for sale to the public. 

The Edicts of Anoka .—The Burmese 
translation of The Edicts of Asoka was 
published, the cost of the publication 
being shared by the International Pre¬ 
sident and the General Secretary of the 
Section, who translated it. The sale 
proceeds will be set apart for the 
publication of new editions. 

Buddhist Catechism. —Col. Olcott’s 
Buddhist Catechism is being translated 
into Burmese by the General Secretary 
for publication with a view to sale to 
the general public. 

Nexcs Letter .—Three News Letters 
were issued to the members, who were 
also supplied with cyclostyled copies 
of the gist of a few speeches delivered 
by Mr. Subramaniam during his visit 
in Rangoon. 

Conventions .—The Section Conven¬ 
tion was held on the 19th November 


1950 and the Support Convention on 
the 24th December. The Convention 
lectures were cyclostyled and forwarded 
to members along with the News Let¬ 
ters. The Section Convention covered 
a crowded programme of lectures, 
meetings, parties, etc. 

Presentation of Books .—A further 
quantity of Theosophical books was 
donated to the University Library in 
addition to those donated last year. 

Finance .—The year opened with a 
balance of Rs. 368-5-0 and closed with 
Rs. 429-7-0. 

Conclusion .—Theosophy is in greater 
need in Burma than ever before, and 
w'e would stress the fact that more 
workers and more funds are required 
to carry on our work more vigorously. 

U Po Lat, 
General Secretary. 


AUSTRIA 


This year we worked in the usual 
manner in our four great towns of 
Vienna, Graz, Linz and Bruck, with 
13 Lodges and a final membership of 
364 active members. This year only 
9 new members joined and we lost 68, 
15 by resignation, 1 by death, 1 by 
going abroad, and 51 by lapsing. This 
result was not surprising in view of 
the difficult economic conditions in 
which our members live. 

Nevertheless, the activity of the T.S. 
on the whole has not diminished at all. 

Printed Work .—In agreement with 
the resolutions at the Council meeting 
of the European Federation in Arnhem 
this year, every member received the 
quarterly German Regional Magazine 
Adyar, printed and delivered in Graz, 
without extra payment, and every 
three months also a Circular Letter 
was sent out, called Theosophisches 
Nachrichtenblait. Through this news 


and articles of general interest to 
members can be given, so establishing 
a contact between the Lodges and 
single members and the General Sec¬ 
retary (Headquarters). 

Our Publishing House in Graz 
(Adyar-Verlag) printed, in addition to 
the Periodical, the new booklet by 
Dr. Lauppert Fragett an das Leben 
which is much appreciated by members 
and seekers at large. At the 75th 
Anniversary Day, Dr. Lauppert broad¬ 
cast a memorial speech at the “ Alpcn- 
land-Sender ” of Graz. 

Lodge Activities .—The Theosoph¬ 
ical spirit in all Lodges was very 
uplifting for visitors, and our well 
known and much appreciated lecturers 
made great changes in their lecture 
themes. The Lodge work was arranged 
for special courses, interpreting Theo¬ 
sophical ideas, life and doctrines. Some 
discussion meetings took place, and 
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some combined festival meetings held, 
e.g., the 75th Anniversary Day, Adyar 
Day and White Lotus Day. Owing 
to the lack of a piano* gramophone re¬ 
cords were substituted for the perfor¬ 
mances of former musicians and singers 
in Vienna, while in Grvz, the Kunstloge 
was able to perform artistic work in 
the Lodge room. 

In Vienna 7 Lodges were at work, 
in Graz 4, in Linz 1, also our Youth 
Group met regularly fortnightly dis¬ 
cussing Theosophical problems. 

The First National Convention .—The 
culmination of the activity this year 
was the Convention in Graz at Whit¬ 
suntide, where Rukmini Devi Arundale 
was the Guest of Honour. Mr. J. E. 
van Dissel, the General Secretary of 
the T. S. in Europe, and Mr. Peter 
Hoffman (Adyar) were present. Srimati 
Rukmini Devi uplifted our members 
by her most inspiring speeches and 
lectures, while Mr. van Dissel assisted 
our work by his personal counsel in 
many ways. On Whit Monday, Srimati 
Rukmini Devi delivered with great 
success a public lecture in a large 
hall, on the theme " Citizens of the 
Future”. In it the cultural life in 
modern India was demonstrated to the 
public, and a cinema show’ of her 
Kalakshetra work in Adyar (India) 
was much enjoyed. This performance 
was visited by 340 persons, and the 


hall was over-crowded. It was the 
end of the very joyful and inspiring 
time of our first National Convention 
in Austria since the existence of our 
Section in 1912. 

At this experience, new for many of 
us, 110 members met at every one of 
the three fixed days, 28 delegates of 
our 13 Lodges were also present. The 
generous financial assistance of the 
Committee of the European Federation 
chiefly made it possible to accommo¬ 
date them. 

The Council Meeting of these dele¬ 
gates resolved to propose new regula¬ 
tion for our Section, because the form¬ 
er ones were not corresponding to a 
satisfying democratic constitution such 
as the T. S. should have. 

In two symposiums, with more than 
4 speakers, themes about the meta¬ 
physical attitude and aspirations of 
people at large and Theosophists for 
themselves, were discussed. Through 
these discussions new points of view 
about propagating Theosophy in the 
world were gained. 

As to the general desires of all 
visitors, it was resolved to arrange 
similar Conventions again in the future, 
though our general financial condition 
is not the best just now ! 

Fritz Schleifer, 
General Secretary. 


NORWAY 


The year’s work since our last annual 
meeting has been marked by outer as 
well as inner activity in Norsk Teosofisk 
Samfund. The Lodges have worked 
well; the members have been more 
eager and active than before, and the 
meetings have been attended by most 
of the members. One of the most 
important meetings to be mentioned is 
of course the 75th Jubilee of the 
8 


Theosophical Society. On the 17th 
of November we had a most successful 
meeting in the beautiful locality at 
Drammensveien 41, Oslo, attended by 
about 80 persons. 

Early in the new year Mrs. Ruth 
Wessel Nielsen made a trip to the 
Lodges in the western part of the 
country, Stavanger and Haugesund. 
She gave three lectures in Haugesund 
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and two in Stavanger, with good at¬ 
tendances of members. The trip she 
made on her own account. 

The great event in the year 1951 
was the opening of our new Head¬ 
quarters in Arbiensgate 4, Oslo. The 
details have been mentioned in The 
Theosophist (“ Theosophists at Work 
Around the World ”). Bishop Viking 
was present during the week and gave 
inspiring lectures. Afterwards an issue 
of Norsk Teosofisk Tidsskrift gave all 
the talks and lectures in extenso or in 
summary. 

The great work of Mr. Erling Hav* 
revold, the father of the idea, who 
carries the rather heavy economical 
responsibility incurred, and the good 
work done by Miss Elel Sparre in her 
capacity as interior architect etc., are 
well known. 

The Norsk Teosofisk Tidsskrift has 
had its regular six issues a year, thanks 
to the financial help of Messrs. Erling 
Havrevold and Trygve Bauer Nilsen 
of Haugesund. 

The Norwegian Summer School was 
held from August 5th to 15th at Mokk, 


4 Norwegian miles from Steinkjer in 
Trondelag, possibly the first Theosoph- 
ical Summer School held so far north. 
The School was held on a large pro¬ 
perty belonging to one of the members, 
in beautiful surroundings and with 
warm and pleasant weather. Bishop 
Otto Viking was leader for the gather¬ 
ing and spoke with power and inspira¬ 
tion. He coined a new word Symptui- 
tion implying that members should 
together strive to reach the life centre 
in ideas and problems from the mani¬ 
fold to the Unity, and work along 
intuitional lines and not purely intellec¬ 
tual. Although only 14 members were 
present—partly owing to the rather 
high travelling expenses— it was a happy 
group. 

In September the work again started 
in our new locality ; our office is open 
for sale of books and giving informa¬ 
tion every day except Sunday from 11 
to 1 o’clock. All arc happy and full 
of eager expectations as to the future. 
Membership is 149 in 7 Lodges. 

Ernst Nielsen, 
General Secretary. 


EGYPT 
No Report 


DENMARK 


The year was characterised by dif¬ 
ficulties in Copenhagen, where the com¬ 
mon Lodge rooms have been given up, 
and the several Lodges meet at different 
places not reserved for Theosophical 
work. It is hoped that once again it 
will be possible to have rooms reserved 
for Theosophical work for all Lodges 
in Copenhagen. 

The Section held its annual Conven¬ 
tion on 21-22nd April at Nakskov, and 


was attended by members from the 
various Lodges. Before the Convention 
there was an interview by the local 
press (three papers) which wrote sym¬ 
pathetic reports about Theosophy and 
the Theosophical Society. 

The number of members is 340, 
with 12 Lodges, a decrease of 4 mem¬ 
bers since last Convention. 

In Summer 1951 there was no real 
Summer School at Gl. Praestegaard, 
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but in the last days of July and the 
beginning of August Gl. Praestegaard 
was visited by Theosophists from the 
Scandinavian countries, Finland and 
England. Rukmini Devi and Mr. 
Ransom were present and gave lectures 
and talks. The gathering in spite of 
bad weather was very successful. 

In the month of September 1951 we 
had a visit from Mrs. Ransom, who 
gave lectures at Aarhus and Co¬ 
penhagen. Mrs. Ransom has given 
much help to the Northern countries 
of Europe, and also through her visit 


in September she gave us much in¬ 
spiration. VVe are very grateful to 
her and to Mr. Ransom for their work 
in Scandinavia and Finland. 

On the 20th September an old and 
devoted member, Mr. A. S. Kruse, 
member of the Aarhus Lodge, died at 
the age of 73. He was a zealous worker 
for Theosophy and for the Theo- 
sophical Society. The Section has lost 
a good worker. 

J. H. Mgller, 
General Secretary. 


IRELAND 


I am very happy to submit the 
following Report for the past year 
1950-51 which has been one of quiet, 
sustained and regular activity. 

The Annual Business Convention 
was held on Friday, 8th June, 1950, at 
8 p.m. when the General Secretary, 
Mrs. Alice Law, was re-elected for the 
year 1950-51, Mr. P. L. Pielou being 
re-elected as National Treasurer. The 
membership of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee was as follows : General Secre¬ 
tary, National Treasurer (Ex Officio ), 
Mrs. V. Gregg, Irish Lodge, Mrs. E. 
Hornidge, Hermes Lodge, Mrs. Claire 
O’Shea, Dublin Lodge, and Mr. Robert 
Merrick, representing Cork Lodge. A 
number of the Dublin members, among 
them Mr. Merrick from Cork, travelled 
to Belfast to attend the Annual Conven¬ 
tion of the Belfast, Bangor, Co. Down 
and Coleraine Lodges of the Theosophi- 
cal Society in Northern Ireland (Presi¬ 
dential Agency) on Saturday, 9th, to 
Monday, 12th June. The Guest of 
Honour was Mr. Edward Gall, Gener¬ 
al Secretary of the Scottish Section, 
who arrived in Dublin, Tuesday, 13th 
June, delivering a public lecture that 
same evening at 8 p.m. which was 
greatly appreciated by an attentive 
audience. Mr. Gall also spent a few’ 


days in Cork, where he addressed the 
members and friends, who made use 
of the opportunity to put numerous 
questions to the speaker. 

Headquarters was open four after¬ 
noons weekly from 3 to 4 p.m. during 
the month of July, closing for August 
and re-opening in September for the 
use of the library and for enquirers. 

The General Secretary had the happy 
privilege of attending the T.S. Summer 
School in Bangor, N. Wales, making 
many contacts and addressing the mem¬ 
bers on two occasions. We were 
pleased to welcome Mr. Henry Kava- 
nagh of Chicago, Ills., U.S. A., a form¬ 
er member of the T.S., to the Irish 
Lodges. Mr. Kavanagh presented a 
gift of rare and valuable books to the 
library. 

United Nations Day was com¬ 
memorated on October 24, when the 
Dublin Lodge was greatly privileged to 
have an address from Mr. William 
Aspden on the subject of the United 
Nations, stressing the importance of the 
work of this Organization in a world torn 
by conflict and strife. Other speakers, 
during the Winter and Spring Sessions, 
were Dr. Hugh Simmons M.Sc.. Ph.D., 
Carl Petersen, Ph.D., and Hugh Shear¬ 
man, Ph.D. Mrs. Anna Lamb gave 



60 


THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


several lectures on “ The Significance 
of Pain ” and Mr. P. L. Pielou con¬ 
tinued his series of addresses on 
“ What is Man ? ” Mrs. V. Gregg and 
Mrs. A. Law also contributed to 
the programme of lectures. The Annual 
General Meeting was held on January 
8th, 1951, when Mrs. Alice Law’was 
nominated as General Secretary and 
Mr. Pielou as National Treasurer for 
1951-52. The outstanding event of the 
year was the visit of Mr. E. Norman 
Pearson, former Vice-President of the 
Theosophical Society in America and 
Mrs. Elsie Pearson, who won all hearts 
by their earnest sincerity, not to mention 
Mr. Pearson’s challenging and instruc¬ 
tive interpretations of the Ancient 
Wisdom, opening up new vistas of 
thought and understanding to the mem* 
bers and the public. 

The usual study groups and mem* 
bers’ meetings were held regularly 
throughout the year. Mrs. Anna Lamb 
continues to lead the Spiritual Healing 
Group, sponsored by Hermes Lodge, 
and a class on Numerology has been 
formed under the leadership of Mrs. 
Violet Gregg. As usual, Headquarters 
was open four afternoons weekly from 
3—4 p.m. for the exchange of library 
books, etc. Numerous enquiries have 
been received from people living in 
different districts of Ireland and also 
from members living abroad, who wish 
to contact the Irish Section; while 
our Section magazine Theosophy in 
Ireland is a source of interest to readers 
all over the world. For various 
reasons, it would be of benefit to gain 
more subscribers thus making the 
magazine more widely known. We 
certainly owe a debt of gratitude to 
Mrs. Evelyn Hornidge who has so con¬ 


scientiously edited it for innumerable 
years, through untold vicissitudes and 
difficulties. 

To the donors of the various book¬ 
lets and magazines received during the 
past years from all parts of the world, 
making links with members and the 
public in manifold ways, we owe our 
grateful thanks. 

The Cork Lodge has sustained a 
sad loss in the passing of Mrs. Mary 
Trinder; our sincere sympathy is ex¬ 
tended to her relatives. 

I wish to offer my most heartfelt 
thanks to my colleagues for their whole¬ 
hearted support and co-operation, 
especially to Mrs. Violet Gregg and Mrs. 
Evelyn Hornidge, and not forgetting 
Mr. Leslie Pielou, w’ho has made the 
path straight for me time and again. 
Two members of the Theosophical So¬ 
ciety (Covina) joined us in commemo¬ 
rating White Lotus Day, May 8th, 
1951, at which the usual readings were 
given by various members. 

The total membership is 39 in four 
Lodges. 

Considering the work of the Society 
as a whole, one thing is clear, and that 
is, to carry out the objective given to 
it from the beginning, the objective of 
Brotherhood. We must never for¬ 
get what the T.S. stands for. 

“ Even if it takes many generations 
yet before our declaration of Uni¬ 
versal Brotherhood is accepted 
by all peoples, we must not swerve from 
the Path mapped out for us by the 
Adept Teachers, who initiated the Theo¬ 
sophical Movement.” (C. Jinarijadasa). 

Alice Law, 
General Secretary. 
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MEXICO 


Continued and sustained work at 
Headquarters and at almost all of our 
Lodges in the Interior, has been this 
year’s mark in the Mexican Section. 
Two new Lodges and a net gain of 34 
new members show- our statistical 
balance as compared with last year. 
The total membership of the Section 
is 451, attached to 26 Lodges. At our 
Headquarters in Mexico City, as usual, 
T. S. meetings, as well as other meet¬ 
ings, take place every' day of the year. 

Our Annual Convention was held at 
the central City of San Luis Potosi 
during the last three days of December 
1950. Delegates and visitors experienc¬ 
ed then three days of happiness. It is 
well-know n to us that Conventions help 
to strengthen our Movement in the 
country. 

During April and May the General 
Secretary completed a short tour of 
our States, the result being the founda¬ 
tion of two new Lodges at Morelia, 
Mich., and Madero City, Tams. 

Amounts of Dls. 157. and Dls. 30 
were forwarded to Adyar for the A.H.C. 
Fund and Adyar Day. 

Vigorous impetus was given, as usual, 
with printed propaganda. 31,000 copies 
of the 8-page leaflet Dharma and 4000 
copies of La raton dclipor qut' ?, were 
gratuitously distributed throughout this 
and other Latin American countries ; 
the bi-monthly issue of Dharma has 
been raised to 7000 copies, owing to 
many new petitions from abroad, from 
people w hose attention is being awaken¬ 
ed to occult topics and to Theo¬ 
sophy in every-day life, the articles 
being copied from Talks on At the Feet 
of the Master. 

Early in December 1950 Miss Luz 
Maria Durand, President of our Aura 
Lodge, started a trip round the world, 
leaving by air for India. She arrived 
in Adyar just at the beginning of the 
75th Convention where she represent¬ 


ed two of the Indo-Latin countries, 
Mexico and Costa Rica. She afterwards 
joined the School of the Wisdom 
until April 1951 when she visited the 
northern portion of India, flying thence 
to Egypt and Europe. 

The outstanding event in our midst 
was Mr. Sri Ram’s visit to Mexico from 
August 5 to 13. Great interest was 
then aroused among all our Lodges ; 
donations from them were received to 
meet his travelling expenses. He deli¬ 
vered three public lectures at the 
Engineering High School before audi¬ 
ences amounting to about 500 people ; 
and also five talks at Headquarters 
and at the Mystic Star Ritual. All his 
addresses were recorded in 8 mm. tape 
through a new electronic apparatus 
graciously lent by the General Electric 
Co. A book containing in full his wise 
message and answers is being prepared. 
The impression left by him on our 
minds and hearts was really profound 
and joyful, many non-members sharing 
in it. 

In a weekly local magazine Noso * 
tros, has just appeared a fine report 
about Los Teosofos, with six illustra¬ 
tions of our Lodge room and wall 
pictures and our portrait of H. P. 
Blavatsky in oil colours. Ninety copies 
of the magazine are being mailed to 
Lodges of Central and South America 
as well as to India and all General 
Secretaries. This interview closed the 
series of articles on comparative philo¬ 
sophic and religious ideas now freely 
preached in Mexico, where Catholicism 
(Roman) is clearly fading. 

This country’s growth in every 
aspect is exceedingly rapid at present. 
“Up and Onwards for evermore ” as 
H. P. B. quoted from the American 
poet. 

Adolfo de la PeSa Gil, 
General Secretary. 
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CANADA 


Since my report of last year the 
General Executive and myself were 
re-elected to office with one exception, 
Mr. N. \V. J. Haydon, a much respect¬ 
ed member and a sterling Theosophist 
having passed away last December, 
and his place filled by the election of 
Mr. Charles Hale. The Society is in 
much the same condition as last year. 
In the interim we have had thirteen 
new members, one joined on demit, 
nineteen were reinstated, one left on 
demit, six died and twenty-seven are 
inactive, leaving a total of 371 ; thus 
the membership is down one on the 
year, but since June 30 when our 
financial year closed we have had 
seven new members and several re¬ 
instatements. 

In the same period, we had twenty 
new subscribers to the Magazine, prin¬ 
cipally from the United States, and we 
continue to have very good reports and 
letters of appreciation from various 
sources. 

The Travelling Library is very 
active and advertisements in several 
Provincial papers have brought re¬ 
quests for books from all parts of the 
Dominion. 


From a summary of the activities 
of the Lodges it is shown that all have 
classes or discussion groups, taking the 
Secret Doctrine as the magnum opus. 
One or two have classes in Astrology 
and several of the larger ones take in 
Elementary Theosophy and the Gita. 
Toronto Lodge has a very compre¬ 
hensive schedule and has classes every 
night of the week for the entire season. 
It has also arranged for special series 
of lectures from Professor Ernest Wood 
and Dr. Alvin B. Kuhn. 

Public lectures are in all cases well 
attended, and in the case of the better 
known lecturers arc quite large, thus 
evincing that Theosophy is slowly but 
surely permeating the thoughts of the 
public. 

We are alive to the fact that there 
arc more Theosophists outside than 
inside the Society, and knowing this 
arc happy in realizing that this poten¬ 
tial is there merely waiting, as it were, 
to become a dynamic force if and when 
the time is opportune. 

E. L. Thomson, 

General Secretary. 


ARGENTINA 
No Report 


CHILE 


The Executive has tried to establish 
complete harmony between the Lodges 
in Santiago and the Executive of the 
Section to bring about co-operation 
with the legally and regularly elected 
authority. 

Thanks to this persevering work 
the following Lodges in Santiago have 


recognized the said authority : Arun- 
dhati, H. P. Blavatsky, Annie Besant 
and Van Hook. 

Owing to the loss of their property, 
the Lodges in Santiago meet in the 
house of their President or of one 
of their members, but this prevents 



BRAZIL 


effective public meetings for study and 
propaganda of Theosophy. 

The Lodges in Valparaiso work 
with assiduity and efficiency, although 
only Lob-Nor, the oldest Lodge in the 
Section, holds public meetings or lec¬ 
tures, in which the members of all the 
Lodges participate. 

Among the activities carried on dur¬ 
ing the last year were those referring 
to the celebration of the Anniversary 
of the foundation of the Society and 
the commemoration of the passing 
over of Madame H. P. Blavatsky. All 
the Lodges took part in the work on 
these two solemn occasions, to influ¬ 
ence the spiritual and intellectual 
atmosphere of the city of Valparaiso. 

Six meetings of the Executive were 
held. An ordinary Convention was 
held on 30th September 1950 to elect 
the Executive and an Extraordinary 
Convention on 28th July 1951 at which 


63 

the National President Senorade Risso 
was elected. 

The Chilean Section consists of the 
following 12 Lodges: 

Lob-Nor, Arundhati, Fraternidad, 
Van Hook, H. P. Blavatsky, Maitreya, 
Ananda, Annie Besant, Libcracion, 
Nirvana, Osiris and Prometeo. Of these 
Maitreya and Ananda are not in agree¬ 
ment with the Section. Van Hook 
Lodge, which was dormant, has been 
revived. Two Lodges, Destellos and 
Yurasek, have been dissolved. 

Membership —Twenty-one new mem¬ 
bers have joined the Society this year 
but a number have lapsed in Santiago. 
Two have died. The present member¬ 
ship is 106, not counting those in the 
two dissentient Lodges. 

Teresa de Risso, 
General Secretary. 


BRAZIL 


In December 1950 a Convention of 
the Presidents of the Lodges was held 
in order to deal, in particular, with 
administrative affairs, and with a view 
to extending the work of the Society 
in our country. Thirty-three repre¬ 
sentatives of Lodges attended this 
Convention, as well as the President 
of the Federation of Lodges of Sao 
Paulo and four members of the Exe¬ 
cutive Board of the National Section. 
Resolutions of great interest in the life 
of the Society were approved. 

The membership stands at 748. 

Foundation and Activities of the 
Lodges. —It is pleasant to notify the 
foundation of two new Lodges. Liber • 
dede Lodge, in Sao Paulo and Campo 
Grande Lodge, in Campo Grande, 
State of Mato Grosso. The old Lodge 
Raja Yoga, that was in a lethargic 
state, again came into activity. We 
must mention the work performed by 


the Young Theosophists. Their meet¬ 
ings are always popular due to the 
interest, enthusiasm and dedication of 
their leaders. It is worth while to 
point out the present phase of progress 
that is maintained especially by the 
Lodges of Rio de Janeiro, of Salvador 
and of Sao Paulo, and a certain increase 
of life in most Lodges. 

Federation of Lodges and their own 
Buildings. —A campaign for “ our own 
Lodge building ” is going on in full 
development, organized by the Lodges 
of this Capital under the direction of 
the Federation of Lodges, and by the 
Lodges of Rio de Janeiro. Every one 
of these movements has collected an 
amount of more than 70,000 Cr. All 
this makes us think that in the course 
of next year the Lodges of Sao Paulo 
will have at least acquired the land 
where their ow n “ Quarters ” will be 
built up. We ask urgently those 
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responsible for this campaign not to 
weaken. The responsibility is great in 
the face of so important an interest in 
the life of the Society. 

Work of Brotherhood. —In order to 
encourage the Theosophical work in 
this Capital, and to strengthen the 
bonds of comradeship among the mem¬ 
bers of the different Lodges here, and 
to establish cultural and social relations 
with other organizations, monthly meet¬ 
ings have been held with the partici¬ 
pation of all the Lodges, every one 
being successively in chargeof direction. 
The programme, being one part of Art 
and one part of Theosophical teach¬ 
ings, has been very successful as is 
proved by the increasing number of 
people attending such meetings. 

Work of Propaganda. —Having the 
deep conviction that the development 
of the Theosophical work in our coun¬ 
try is strongly dependent upon the 
distribution of books on this subject, a 
special effort in such direction has been 
made. So that, with great satisfaction, 
we state that 14 books have been pub¬ 
lished recently. 

“ O Teosofista." — This efficient 
vehicle of propaganda continues suc¬ 
cessfully in its work. This has been 
possible due to the dedication of those 
in charge of this work. The economi¬ 
cal situation of this official magazine 
has been difficult in these last months, 
and if it continues, we shall perhaps 
be forced to print it every two months. 
In order to avoid such a disagreeable 
decision, w*e ask, earnestly, chiefly of 
the old contributors in Rio de Janeiro, 
to give us their regular and essential 
contribution. 

"Amor". —Under thisname has been 
published an interesting magazine by 
“ Alcione " Lodge of Salvador, State 
of Rahia. According to its Editors it 
is well teceived and gives to that 
Lodge the invaluable service of draw¬ 
ing and of spreading Theosophical 
ideas. 


Other Publications. —It is neces¬ 
sary to stress here the efficient work 
of O Fraternista, publication of the 
“ Fraternidade” Lodge of this Capital, 
whose aim is propaganda of Theo¬ 
sophical ideas, to give every member 
the opportunity to publish his articles, 
and to keep all its members in contact 
with the life of the Society. It is 
useful to have the pamphlets for free 
distribution. 

“ Directoria" and Propaganda .— 
The Vice-President of the T. S. in 
Brazil, Profesora Cinira Riedel de 
Figueiredo, continues as head of this 
Section. She has unfolded with dedi¬ 
cation and intelligence the work under 
her direction. She is waiting for the 
acquisition of our own building in 
order to be able to push a campaign 
to buy a printing machine. Among 
other activities in this field we can 
mention the following : (a) Visits to 
the Lodges in the interior in order to 
stimulate their work, our brothers 
Dr. Alberto Lyra, Joao Batista Brito 
Pinto, Virgilio Goulart Pentcado and 
others having participated in these trips; 
(6) Distribution of material of Theo¬ 
sophical propaganda; (c) Correspon¬ 
dence with sympathizers in Theosophy; 
(i d) Preparation of the handbook of the 
M. T. S. 

Printing of the New Rules and Regu¬ 
lations of the T. S. in Brazil. —We 
state with pleasure the measures taken 
in this direction in order to facilitate 
the foundation of new Lodges and for 
the guidance of the ones already in 
existence. 

Eighth Theosophical Congress. —Ac¬ 
cording to the decision of the General 
Council the next Theosophical Con¬ 
gress will be held in the City of Belo 
Horizonte, from 10th to 20th July next 
year. Due to its importance for the 
life of our Society, we hope for the 
help of all the Lodges in order that it 
may be a complete success. As the 
one held last in Salvador, State of 
Bahia, drew 90 members from other 
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States, we hope that in Belo Horizonte 
more members will be present. 

Life Insurance Policies on behalf 
of the T. S.—It is with great satisfac¬ 
tion that we mention the noble gesture 
of our fellow member, Prof. Hostilio 
Soares, President of " Bhagavad Gauta¬ 
ma ”, from Belo Horizonte, State of 
Minas Gerais, in giving as legacy two 


policies valued Cr. 500.000 issued by 
the “ Institute de Previd6nciae As- 
sist^ncia do Estado ” (Ipase), on be¬ 
half of the World Theosophical Society. 
In making this statement, we give our 
thanks to that brother. 

Armando Sales. 

General Secretary. 


BULGARIA 
No Report 


ICELAND 


During the last period of work here 
36 members have enrolled, a new 
Lodge ("Viola”) came into existence, 
and a book-publishing work was start¬ 
ed. A lottery within the Society raised 
17,000.00 Icelandic crowns. 

We had three propaganda evenings 
as usual, and also one for new members. 
I conducted a study-group (" the Black 
Rose ”) and several times I lectured 
over the Radio of the State. 

On November 17th we celebrated 
the 75th Anniversary of the Theo¬ 
sophical Society with a meeting in the 
Headquarters Hall, and at the same 
time with short speeches over the 
Radio of the State. 

The Order of Service has been very 
active, and it is the Order we have to 
thank for the good result of the lottery 
and thereby the possibility of publish¬ 
ing Theosophical books. 

Mr. Edwin C. Bolt, from Edinburgh, 
had his Summer School this year in 


Hverageroi, a place in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Reykjavik. The School was 
well attended. 

In short: I think the Theosophical 
Society in Iceland has now a new 
springtime, and as in nature, it brings 
with it some freshness, a spirit of 
adventure and new energy and hope. 

At the Annual Convention, held on 
September 30th and October 1st, I was 
re-elected General Secretary for the 
15th time. On Monday evening, October 
1st, I gave a public lecture on Karma. 
The hall was crowded. 

Of course with increasing activity 
in the Society my work also increases, 
but de facto my wife is my Assistant 
General Secretary, and that saves the 
situation. 

The membership stands at 243, an 
increase of 28 on last year’s figures. 

Gretar Fells, 
General Secretary. 


SPAIN 
No Report 


9 
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PORTUGAL 


The chief happening in our Section 
was the resignation of our General 
Secretary, Dr. Delio Nobre Santos, 
who had to resign for personal reasons. 
He had carried on splendid work and 
left the Section in very good condition. 

As I was the Vice-President, I took 
again the burden of finishing the term 
of Dr. Nobre Santos, in order to avoid 
difficulties in the Section. The Direct¬ 
ing Council endeavoured to go on 
with the work or, at least, to maintain 
that which had been won. 

Concerning the number of members, 
our Treasurer informed us that we 
had last year 218 members in 11 
Lodges. During this year, 25 members 
joined, but 13 left. We have actually 
230, 164 in Lisbon and 48 in the 
country, and 18 more who are in the 
T.S. gratuitously, not being able to pay 
their quota. 

Lodge Maitreya published a trans¬ 
lation into Portuguese of the booklet: 
“ Le V6gdtarisme & la Lumi&re de la 
Thdosophie ”, by A. Besant. 

We celebrated with festivals the 
chief Theosophical anniversaries : The 
Opening of the Work, Foundation 
Day, Christmas Day, Adyar Day, the 
General Ordinary Convention, White 
Lotus Day, a festival of Brotherhood, 
in which all the Lodges met together, 
and so on. 


The hall and the lecture-room of 
our premises have been painted and 
rearranged. The expenses are not yet 
entirely repaid to a brother who lent 
the necessary amount, but it was a 
very useful work. 

Some young Theosophists gave ori¬ 
ginal lectures, such as : Saint Anthony 
of Lisbon, as thinker and mystic, 
and Christianism and its Message, by 
Manuel Lopes da Silva; Theosophy 
and Christianity, by Humberto Costa 
(medical student) ; The General Prin¬ 
ciples of Direction and Organisation, 
by Major JoSLo Guisado Mota Carmo; 
Spirituality and Music, by Alvaro 
Loureiro; Good and Evil, by Maria 
Jtilia Santana; The Spiritual Inheri¬ 
tance of Theosophy, by Manuel Lopes 
da Silva ; The Theosophical Conception 
of the Logos and its Projection in 
Greek Thought and Mediaeval Philoso¬ 
phy, by Dr. Maria da Gloria Pires 
Firmino ; Evolution of Life and Form, 
by Humberto Alvares da Costa. 

The Old Theosophists worked very 
well also. We can chiefly quote a 
splendid lecture of Felix Bermudes: 
Man's Subtle Bodies. 

May the Blessing of the Masters be 
on our work and may we contribute to 
brotherhood and peace in the world. 

Jeanne Sylvie Lef&vre, 
General Secretary. 


WALES 


Membership. —During the year 20 
new- members have been enrolled and 
five F. T. S. from England have 
been transferred to Wales. Two form¬ 
er F. T. S. have been reinstated. 
There have been 5 losses by deAth, 5 
members have lapsed, 4 have trans¬ 
ferred to other Sections and one has 
resigned. The present membership is 


174 as compared with 162 on Septem¬ 
ber 30th 1950—a gain of 12. 

Lodges and Centres. —The Pontypool 
Lodge returned its Charter in Novem¬ 
ber 1950. The old Newport Lodge, 
which had been dead for some years, 
was revived in the same month, the 
President having agreed that it should 
be reinstated under its old Charter, 
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which had not been returned. This 
Lodge will, for the present, cover the 
whole of Monmouthshire. It holds 
meetings for members and enquirers 
fortnightly and public lectures month¬ 
ly. The meetings are held in the 
Civic Centre, Newport. 

Cardiff and Colwyn Bay Lodges 
continue to be very active, holding 
regular members meetings and public 
lectures. A speakers class has been 
started in Cardiff. 

The other Lodges are still more or 
less inactive though some signs of life 
are there, and efforts to renew public 
interest are under consideration. The 
difficulty is to get lecturers who can 
spend some time in an area. At 
Wrexham the Lodge has lost its room 
and has also lost the help of active 
members by ill health and transfer. 

In Carmarthenshire, West Wales, 
there are two groups of F.T.S. who 
meet at intervals and public lectures 
have been held at Carmarthen, the 
county town—but ow ing to the scatter¬ 
ed area it has not yet been possible to 
form a Lodge. 

Annual Conventions. —Two Conven¬ 
tions have been held during the year— 
the first in October 1950 in Cardiff 
when Mrs. Lavender Berry was the 
guest speaker. The second, our thirtieth, 
was held in Colwyn Bay, North Wales 
in June 1951, when Mr. John Coats 
was the guest speaker. This was 
arranged in June to suit the local 
Lodge and this was possible owing to 
a change in the rules of our Society 
(see later paragraph). A Convention 
had not been held in North Wales 
since 1936. This gathering was there¬ 
fore of special significance. The keynote 
was “ Our Future Preparedness ”. 

75th Anniversary of the founding of 
the Society was celebrated in Cardiff in 
a programme presented by the Young 
Theosophists of the Cardiff Lodge on 
Foundation Day. This consisted of a 
biography of Madame Blavatsky writ¬ 
ten by Mr. Charles James, for three 


voices, and also a performance of one 
scene from the play “ Valiant ” by Stella 
B. Mouat—the scene where Mrs. Besant 
meets H. P. B. for the first time. The 
evening was a very successful one. Two 
F. T. S. from North Wales attended 
the Jubilee Convention at Adyar. 

The General Secretary gave a public 
lecture in Cardiff, Carmarthen and 
Newport on the Theosophical Society 
and its work s»nce its foundation. 

Outstanding Events. —Mr. and Mrs. 
Pearson of U. S. A. visited Wales in 
the summer and gave lectures to mem¬ 
bers and the public in Cardiff, Colwyn 
Bay and Penarth. 

Other distinguished visitors to the 
section during the year were Rev. 
Tyssul Davies, Mrs. Adelaide Gardner, 
Mr. C. R. Groves, Mr. Edward Gall, 
Mrs. Stevenson Howell, Miss Ianthe 
Hoskins, Dr. Hugh Shearman and Mrs. 
Guy Stephenson. The year closed 
with a visit to Cardiff on September 
29th and 30th by Srimati Rukmini 
Devi, who brought inspiration and 
enthusiasm to F. T. S. from South 
and West Wales. She gave two public 
lectures in the Besant Hall, at both of 
which the hall was filled. 

Young Theosophists continue to 
take an active part in the work in 
Cardiff, Carmarthen and Newport. 

British Isles and Ireland Regional 
Committee. —The General Secretary 
has attended all meetings of the 
Regional Committee. 

The European Federation Council 
meetings held at Camberley in July 
were attended by the General Secre¬ 
tary and one delegate from South 
Wales (Miss G. Craven) and one from 
North Wales (Miss E. Edwards). 

United Nations. —The S. Wales Or¬ 
ganizer of the U. N. Association gave 
a public lecture during the year under 
the auspices of the Cardiff Lodge. 
The U. N. A. branch attached to Car¬ 
diff Lodge keeps in close touch with 
the work through its Secretary Miss 
W. B. Knowles, who is President of 
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the Cardiff Lodge. Other members of 
the Cardiff Lodge are also in close 
touch with the work of the British 
Council in Cardiff. 

Revision of Rules and Cotistitution. 
In order to facilitate efficient organiza¬ 
tion of the work, the Rules and Con¬ 
stitution of the Society in Wales were 
revised during the year. The finan¬ 
cial year will now end on December 
31st. The officers of the Society 
(General Secretary and National Trea¬ 


surer) will be elected triennially. The 
next election will take place in March 
1952. 

Headquarters Premises. —Much es¬ 
sential repair and decoration work was 
carried out during the summer vaca¬ 
tion. The Besant Hall has been paint¬ 
ed and looks very attractive. This 
Hall is rented by the Cardiff Lodge 
and is therefore used every week. 

E. Claudia Owen, 
General Secretary. 


POLAND 
No Report 


URUGUAY 


The activities in this Section took 
the form of Lodge work, study classes, 
library socials and public lectures. 

There are five active Lodges and 
one Study Group. The membership 
is now 62. 

Work of the Lodges. —As in previous 
years, the Lodges worked on two 
parallel lines : (1) The study of Theo¬ 
sophy, led by members and visitors; 
(2) The relating of these teachings with 
daily life and world problems. 

Public Lectures . —The veteran 
Theosophist, Dr. E. Alfonso, gave well- 
attended public lectures. Each week 
the Morya study group organized lec¬ 
tures with lecturers from outside the 
Society who are in sympathy with our 
teachings. White Lotus Day was cele¬ 
brated in May with a good attendance 
of members. 

The Library. —This year not so 
many books were borrowed but a num¬ 
ber of books were bought and others 


were given. The catalogue has been 
revised and the Trust is studying the 
means of increasing this work of propa¬ 
ganda. 

Exhibition of Paintings. —Scilor 
Radaelli, President of Ariel Lodge, 
held an exhibition of his paintings in 
which he gives Theosophical teachings 
in an original way. Criticism and the 
attendance of the public were very 
good. 

At the 25th Convention of the Sec¬ 
tion held in Montevideo in August, 
Seftor Enrique Molina was elected 
General Secretary in succession to 
Sefior Luis Sarthou w ho had held that 
office for six years. 

The aim of the Section is to main¬ 
tain the work of the Section and the 
teachings of Theosophy at the highest 
level of public regard. 

Luis Sarthou, 
General Secretary. 
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PUERTO RICO 


Our work this year has gone on in 
the usual way. 

We have the same number of mem¬ 
bers, 86 in 7 Lodges. 

Mr. A. J. Plard, former General 
Secretary, is giving us a wonderful 
course at our meetings on Sunday 
mornings, “The Tenets of Theosophy” 
and is very much liked by the mem¬ 
bers. We meet one evening during the 
week to study different books. 

The Herald .—Though still in mimeo¬ 
graph form this is doing good work. 
We translate into Spanish some of the 
articles from The Theosophist, The 
American Theosophist and many other 
papers that we receive, and distribute 
then, free of charge, to Cuba, Mexico, 
Central and South America, giving an 
opportunity to those who do not know 
English to read them. We receive 
very often letters of appreciation for 
the work we are doing. 


We have celebrated all the Theo- 
sophical festivals of the year. 

We also held our Convention in San 
Juan in April 1951 with the attendance 
of all the Lodges from the island. 
We held a very successful gathering. 

We try to keep together in the most 
fraternal manner, and the co-operation 
of all the members is marvellous. 

As I could not go to India as I had 
planned, I went to Olcott, Wheaton, 
Ill. for the three weeks of activities of 
the Theosophical Society in the U.S.A. 
I had the privilege of being in touch 
with Mr. N. Sri Ram, who did quite a 
good share of the work during this 
period. 

It is lovely to see how all our senior 
Theosophists travel about, trying to 
bring Light to this world of darkness. 

Esperanza C. Hopgood, 

General Secretary. 


CEYLON 


Owing to the fact that the Double- 
Diamond Jubilee Convention of the 
Theosophical Society was held in 
Madras at Christmas 1950 many mem¬ 
bers from other countries passed 
through Ceylon this year on their way 
to and from Adyar. Advantage was 
taken of their presence to hold a 
number of meetings in Colombo under 
the auspices of Lanka Lodge. Eight 
members from Ceylon, including the 
Presidential Agent, were able to attend 
the Jubilee Convention. 

In February we had the joy of having 
the International President, Mr. C. 
Jinarijadisa, with us as he was passing 
through Ceylon on his way to Australia 
and New Zealand. During his two 


days' stay he gave a public lecture and 
addressed the members. 

Throughout the year regular fort¬ 
nightly meetings were held, followed by 
discussion. The speakers included Mr. 
N. K.Choksy, K.C., Dr. K.Motwaniand 
Mrs. Thiedeman. In addition a Study 
Group was conducted on alternate 
weeks. There were thus weekly meetings 
on some aspect of Theosophy and mem¬ 
bers attended more regularly. 

Recently Mr. N. K. Choksy had the 
honour of being appointed as Acting 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Ceylon. 

The membership in Ceylon stands 
at 60, a gain of 4 over last year. 

N. K. Choksy, 

Presidential Agent. 
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The number of Lodges remains the 
same, seven ; six of them are in Athens 
and one is in Salonica. In Cyprus there 
is none in spite of a sufficient number 
of members. Cyprian Theosophists 
believe they are not enough united yet 
to begin a common work. 

Greek Theosophists pursued their 
work this year along 4 central lines with 
the same zeal as always: (1) A number 
of brothers studied in Orpheus Lodge 
ancient Greek Theosophy, (2) Plato and 
Nirvana Lodges continued the study of 
Theosophical literature, (3) In Annie 
Besant's Lodge there were studies in 
Theosophy and Science, and (4) the 
members of Light and Socrates Lodges 
continued their efforts in the way of 
self-knowledge. 

The Greek Theosophical bulletin 
Theosophicon Deltion has been issued 


regularly during the year every three 
months. Our library was open all the 
year and the circulation of Theosoph¬ 
ical books was very active. 

We continued this year Theosophical 
Evenings once a month. The Presi¬ 
dents of the Lodges successively deve¬ 
loped several Theosophical subjects of 
general interest. 

The highly increased prices of print¬ 
ing material and wages of the printers 
have rendered impossible the publication 
of the translations in Greek language 
of important Theosophical books, for 
example, The Key to Theosophy, and 
others. So many brothers here cannot 
read our many important Theosophical 
writings unless translated. 

KlMON PR1NARIS, 
General Secretary. 


CENTRAL AMERICA 
No Report 


PARAGUAY 
No Report 


PERU 
No Report 


PHILIPPINES 


Number of Lodges .—At the end of 
the year under report, the Philippine 
Section consisted of 13 duly chartered 
Lodges, with 307 members. The 
number of our Lodges has increased 
from 12 to 13, with the corresponding 
increase of 18 members, represented 
by the organization of Cavite Lodge in 


Cavite, under the personal leadership 
of Bro. Lt. Jose R. Zulueta, one of our 
very active members. The number of 
members in all others Lodges remains 
the same as before. 

Annual Convention .—Our first activ¬ 
ity for this year was the Annual Con¬ 
vention held last December, 1950, at 
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which the National Officers of the 
Section were elected. Old officers of 
the Section have endorsed the idea of 
electing young men to positions of 
national responsibility but to no avail, 
as the former were all re-elected to 
their respective offices. However, we 
hope to introduce our fine young men 
to the administration field in the 
future. 

General Headquarters Activities .— 
Our Headquarters is now the centre 
of intensive Theosophical activities. 
Lectures on different branches of Theo¬ 
sophy are given there every Sunday 
with good attendance. 

Besides the Sunday lectures, month¬ 
ly inter-Lodge meetings held on every 
first Sunday of the month attract good 
crowds. These meetings are held in 
combination with musical and literary 
programmes which prove very fruitful 
to the Society as they draw good ele¬ 
ments into the fold of the Section. 

Lodge Activities. —In addition to the 
lectures given at the General Head¬ 
quarters, Lodges in the City of Manila 
hold weekly meetings, where talks and 
lectures on different phases of Theoso¬ 
phy are given. This is another avenue 
of Theosophical propaganda which 
gives good results. Outsiders are often 
invited to these meetings, for the 
lectures on Theosophy are intended for 
people who do not find their way to 
the General Headquarters lectures. 

Philippine Theosophist. —This is 
the organ of the Section whose publi¬ 
cation, due to lack of funds, was sus¬ 
pended about two years ago, but the 
present administration will do its best 
to place this magazine again into the 
hands of members and non-members. 

International Visitors. —Since the 
visit of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney A. Cook 


last year, no other visitors from abroad 
have come so far to the Philippines. 
We therefore hope that one or two of 
them will pay us a visit some time next 
year, especially our beloved President, 
whose presence here every member of 
the Section has been clamouring for 
many years. 

Our Prospects. —While we do not 
know what prospects we have in the 
way of Lodge increases, we have the 
feeling that judging from the interest 
showrn by outsiders in the teachings of 
Theosophy, if not an increase in the 
number of Lodges, at least an increase 
in the number of members may be 
expected. Every Lodge and member 
in the Philippine Section is now 
working to achieve that goal—in¬ 
crease in numbers either in Lodges or 
members. 

Our Plans. —We have quite a num¬ 
ber of plans to disseminate Theosophy 
in the Philippines, but our financial 
conditions and possibilities may prove 
an obstacle in carrying them out. 
However, the different lectures on 
Theosophy mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph will continue to the best of 
our ability. The present administra¬ 
tion has organized classes on Elemen¬ 
tary, Intermediate and Advanced Theo¬ 
sophy for our young members for the 
purpose of giving them good Theo¬ 
sophical training—good enough forthem 
to become efficient lecturers for field 
work. We have here many young men 
and young women w’hom we believe 
to be worthy for the ground we are 
preparing, and we hope to be of better 
service to the Masters in this part 
of the world. 

Olimpio A. Cabellon, 
Acting General Secretary. 
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COLOMBIA 


Owing to the circumstances of this 
country which limit our meeting, and 
the difficulties in the Provinces, ten of 
our Lodges have been forced to remain 
inactive. In spite of these difficulties 
there are ten active Lodges with a 
total of 120 members. 


We hope that when the national 
karma which is active here in all 
spheres of life has been worked out there 
will come a new day to illumine our way. 

Ramon Martinez, 
Genera! Secretary. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA 


Activities in this Section were on 
the whole well maintained, and in some 
cases increased. 

Members.—The year 1950/51 was a 
year of steady growth. 80 members 
have joined the Section this year, 
giving an increase of 69 and bringing 
the total membership to 214. It is 
encouraging to note the large propor¬ 
tion of young men among the new 
members, an increase of about 48 per 
cent for the year. 

Lodges —We have 8 active Lodges 
now. The Lodge Laxmi at Kisumu 
is dissolved because it had no constant 
membership. In its place a new Lodge 
by name Kisumu with more enthusias¬ 
tic youths has been established, and 
they hold meetings every week attended 
by many enquirers, and study books 
containing Theosophical teachings. 
Another new Lodge MwanJta is at 
Mwanza, and the members are very 
active and show a strong sense of unity. 

Our Lodges in general arc in fact all 
study groups, being small and com¬ 
posed according to the inclination of 
their respective members. 

The founder members of Mombasa 
Lodge , and Shri Krishna Lodge , at 
Mombasa and Zanzibar, have always 
shown their devotion and regard for 
Headquarters, Adyar, by endeavouring 
to send important contributions to the 
Adyar Fund. 


Lodge Study Class. —At Dar-Es- 
Salaam some of the enthusiastic mem¬ 
bers started this class conducted by 
Bro. Dalai. The class met on alter¬ 
nate Thursdays and attracted public 
interest. The First Principles of Theo¬ 
sophy, by C. Jinarajadasa, was started 
and completed within three months. 

Question and Answer Meetings .— 
These were started at Dar-Es-Salaam 
by the members of Shri Naryana Lodge 
as an experimental measure and have 
proved to be successful. 

Celebrations. —The birthdays of the 
founders of great religions were celeb¬ 
rated by almost all Lodges. White 
Lotus Day and Founders’ Day were 
duly observed at Mombasa, Nairobi and 
Zanzibar. 

Birthday of Bro. C. Jinarajadasa .— 
During the year the birthday of our 
beloved President Bio. C. Jinarajadasa 
marked a special day, inasmuch as 
there was a double Jubilee, the comple¬ 
tion of 75 years of the Society and the 
completion by the President of seventy 
five years in this incarnation on the 
16th December, 1950. This presented 
a unique occasion not to be missed. 
Bro. P. D. Master of Mombasa Lodge 
conceived the happy idea of marking 
this auspicious occasion by expressing 
our pleasure in some concrete way 
and suggested that everyone who can 
should donate seventy five coins, and 
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send the same to Adyar as collection 
on Adyar Day. The collection of 
the Mombasa Lodge amounted to 
Rs. 1,234-2-8. 

East African Section's Correspond¬ 
ence Secretary. —To help the mem¬ 
bers of the Theosophical Society in 
Africa to understand Theosophy and 
relative principles, the Executive 
Committee of the East African Section 
has appointed Bro. P. D. Master of 
Mombasa Lodge to work as the Cor¬ 
responding Secretary. 

Lodge Library. —At Zanzibar and 
Dar-Es-Salaam a good stock of books 
is being kept for members’ use and 
they are available for sale at actual 
cost. Thanks for this arrangement arc 
given to Bro. Dwarkadas M. Shah at 
Zanzibar. At Mombasa, Bro. P. D. 
Master has a very fine and valuable 
library of his own, and he has spent 
his whole life’s income in purchase 
and stock of very costly books. 

Section Magazine. — Saurabh, now 
a three monthly magazine, appears in 
Gujarati/English language from Dar- 
Es-Salaam. It is the Section’s maga¬ 
zine, and is distributed free to almost 
all the members through the Lodges. 
It is serving a good purpose as an 
organ of Theosophical activities in 
East Africa. It is also a means of 
propaganda. 

Visitors. —During the year this Sec¬ 
tion had visits from members includ¬ 
ing Mr. and Mrs. Stakesby-Lewis, Mr. 
J. J. van Ginkel, Mr. A. S. Dalai, 
Mr. and Mrs. Mitford-Barberton, 
Mrs. van Ess, Miss Macgowan and 
Mrs. Grossman. 

Bro. Ambalal B. Patel of Nairobi 
Lodge and Bro. Jayant D. Shah of 
Shri Narayan Lodge attended the Con¬ 
vention at Adyar, and presented greet¬ 
ings on behalf of the East African 
Section. 

The Ananda Publications.— A publi¬ 
cation scheme for the publication of 
Theosophical books especially in Hindi 
has been evolved in which the Indian 
10 


Section and the East African Section 
will collaborate. This scheme has al¬ 
ready seen the light of day, and as a 
result the first issue of the Hindi 
Theosophical journal under the name 
of Hindi Monthly Ananda has been 
published. It is programmed to pub¬ 
lish, besides a regular monthly issue 
of Ananda, from six to eight books 
on Theosophy every year. Zanzibar 
brethren promised to contribute about 
Rs. 27,000/* and from Mombasa Bro. 
P. D. Master has promised to get sub¬ 
scribers for the amount of Rs. 8,000/- 
or more. 1 am pleased to state that 
already about Rs. 35,000/- from both 
places have been remitted to the 
Ananda Publications. 

East African Section's Third An¬ 
nual Convention. — A happy and enthu¬ 
siastic Convention in Dar-Es-Salaam 
was held over the Easter Weekend, 
23rd to 26th March, 1951. Delegates 
attended from Nairobi, Mombasa, Zan¬ 
zibar and Pemba. They numbered 
about 50 and were given nice and 
comfortable accommodation in the 
heart of the town. Bro. Rohit Mehta, 
General Secretary of the Indian Sec¬ 
tion of the Theosophical Society, and 
his wife Shridevi Mehta, were special¬ 
ly invited to attend. During the three 
days Mr. Rohit Mehta delivered five 
lectures and invariably drew excellent 
audiences. Shridevi Mehta's lectures 
during Convention days were also 
deeply appreciated by members and 
public alike. The success was largely 
due to the presence of Bro. Rohit 
Mehta and his special efforts. 

The five days before the start of 
the Convention were utilised in having 
public lectures by both Mr. and Mrs. 
Rohit Mehta. Shridevi Mehta was 
busy giving lectures in Gujarati, Hindi, 
and even in English among the ladies 
of all sections. 

After Convention Bro. Rohit Mehta 
and Shridevi Mehta made an extensive 
tour. They gave about 20 lectures in 
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Dar-Es-Salaam. They covered Tangan¬ 
yika, Uganda, Belgian Congo, Kenya, 
Zanzibar and Pemba in about one 
and a half months, visiting Lindi, 
Morrogoro, Tabora, Mwanza, Entebbe, 
Kampala, some sight-seeing in Belgian 
Congo, then again Kampala, Jinja, 
Kisumu, Nairobi, Arusha, Mosi, Tanga, 
Mombasa, Zanzibar and Chake-Chake 


(Pemba). In all the tour 85 lectures 
were delivered by Bro. Rohit Mehta, 
and about 45 by Shridevi Mehta. Main 
stress was laid on racial harmony and 
our service to humanity. As a result 
Europeans, Asians and Africans gave 
them a very hearty welcome. 

D. M. Shah, 
General Secretary. 


PAKISTAN 


The work of the Theosophical 
Society in Pakistan has been steadily 
progressing. All its six Lodges have 
reported continuous activities. The 
Karachi Lodge continues to be the 
strongest Lodge of the Section. It has 
reported this year an increase of 36 
members. Its activities are well planned 
to meet the needs of different members. 
The study class in Theosophy parti¬ 
cularly formed a nucleus of earnest 
students. The Lodge Laos held sever¬ 
al public lectures on Theosophical, 
philosophical, educational, economic 
and cultural subjects, and has been 
able to invite prominent scholars and 
personalities of the Capital City of 
Pakistan to address from its platform. 
A new study class on Theosophy and 
Freemasonry has attracted another 
small nucleus of students interested in 
the study of the subjects. The Lodge 
has also been working in close collabo¬ 
ration with the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation of Pakistan. The Theosophical 
Order of Service has rendered good 
service to the poor, the ailing and the 
refugees and has co-operated with 
other social service agencies in the 
City for the work of the Remand 
Home, the School for the Blind and 
other institutions. Money has been 
raised by these workers for supplying 
clothes to the inmates of the Remand 
Home, and several workers have helped 
with knitting for these boys. Two 
Lodges reported last year as having 


been revived have this year reported 
steady work and progress. The Quetta 
Lodge and Jamshcd Nagar Lodge at 
Karachi have both maintained steady 
activities, holding weekly meetings. 
The Comi/la Lodge has now reported 
a membership of 7 and has regularized 
its existence by paying annual dues for 
the year. The Besant Lodge at Hydera¬ 
bad has also reported greater activity 
during this year. This Lodge is pre¬ 
paring to celebrate its Golden Jubilee 
in the near future. It has reported an 
increase of 18 members. The RuAmini 
Devi Youth Lodge has also been meet¬ 
ing several times. 

Total increase of membership during 
the year was 48. Total membership 
of six Lodges and one Centre on 
30-9-51, 280. 

During the year Mr. U. K. Sujan 
and Mrs. Min walla visited the Besant 
Lodge at Hyderabad and Miss K. Engi¬ 
neer visited the Lodge at Quetta. Her 
talks to the members there are report¬ 
ed to have been very favourably re¬ 
ceived. The Quetta Lodge further 
reports work in hospitals. They also 
hold a study class in Theosophy. 

It is planned to visit the Lodges in 
East Pakistan early next year, and we 
are hoping to revive the Lodges at 
Comilla and Jessore and to establish a 
Centre at Dacca which is the Capital 
of East Pakistan. Attempts arc also 
being made to revive the work in 
Multan and Lahore, and to reclaim 
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two fine properties in these places 
which have been unlawfully occupied 
by refugees. 

A great need is felt throughout 
Pakistan for Urdu Books on Theo¬ 
sophy, and attempts will soon be made 


to publish some of our Theosophical 
classics in the national language of 
the country. 

Jamshed Nusserwanji, 
Presidential Agent. 


MALAYA AND SINGAPORE 


Although the total membership of 
this area based on Headquarters dues 
paid, remains level with last year, 105, 
a 10% larger figure would give the 
true total of persons interested in 
Theosophy. A new Lodge of eleven 
members received its Charter on July 
14th 1951 in Sercmban, one of the 
nearest towns to the centre of bandit 
activity. A new lamp of Theosophical 
study has also been lit in the most 
northerly towns of Malaya and Kota 
Baharu, by the entrance of a brother 
living there, into the Society. The 
membership is thus spreading geogra¬ 
phically. All the religions of Malaya 
are represented within the membership, 
and all Lodges have members of three 
or more religions and races amongst 
them. Theosophy can be said there¬ 
fore to appeal to all sections of the 
people of Malaya. 

It is with great gratitude that Lodges 
report visits of touring lecturers. 
The Vice-President Mr. Cook with a 
party of four returning to Adyar from 
U. S. A., the Treasurer Mr. C. D. T. 
Shores on his recent visit, Dr. Mala- 
lasekcra, Swami Satyananda and others, 
have all helped the Lodges and mem¬ 
bers with the information and wisdom 
they have imparted. 

Penang Lodge reports increased 
public lectures and large social gather¬ 
ings in the house of its President, 
whose Theosophical library is exten¬ 
sively used by the members, while the 
members’ meetings continue with good 
attendances. 


Selangor Lodge, Kuala Lumpur, has 
kept up regular weekly meetings for 
members and held a public meeting 
for the visit of the Treasurer. 

Seremban Lodge since its inception 
in January 1951 has met in good 
strength every Sunday evening. Its 
members are all engaged individually 
in some form of humanitarian activity. 

Singapore Lodge continues with 
three weekly meetings and a good record 
of public work being done by its mem¬ 
bers. One of these members, with a 
long nursed interest in the political 
field, was this year elected a Legisla¬ 
tive Councillor of the Colony of Singa¬ 
pore. 

The study of Theosophy shows 
plainly the unity behind all religious 
differences, the spark of Divine good 
within each human heart, and the 
progressive unfolding of order and 
harmony in the races of men, which 
knowledge is sorely needed in Malaya 
to day. If therefore members can make 
a bridge of applied Theosophy over 
all present misunderstandings of people 
of different creeds, customs and races, 
they will reap the good harvest of be¬ 
coming a centre round which others 
will group who are endeavouring to 
form in Malaya—in a spirit of true 
equity and sympathy—the nation that 
is to be. 

Hilda B. Moorhead, 

Presidential Agent. 
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NORTHERN IRELAND 


The Theosophical Society in North¬ 
ern Ireland has had a year of quiet 
work and service. We had helpful 
visits in the spring and early summer 
from Mr. and Mrs. Norman Pearson, 
and from Mrs. Ransom, who was the 
Guest of Honour at our annual Con¬ 
vention. Relative to the size of mem¬ 
bership, the number of meetings and 
group activities and the range of studies 
and interests pursued have been very 
large, and we have a small but very 
earnest group of members who form 
a good core for our work. 


The scattered distribution of our 
members through the province is a 
major problem ; and contact with 
members outside the metropolitan area 
of Belfast involves much work, and 
yet is not at all as effective as one 
would wish. Thus the loss, during the 
year, of the Lodge room of Coleraine 
Lodge is a serious blow to the little 
group of widely scattered members who 
used it as a point of convergence. 

Membership has decreased by 2 this 
year, making a total of 77. 

Hugh Shearman, 

Presidential Agent. 


INDO-CHINA 


The year 1950-51 was a year of 
progress. From January 1951 there 
was a great change materially, morally, 
intellectually and spiritually. 

Materially .— 

{a) The number of members is almost 
double that of last year. In the previ¬ 
ous year there were 70 members and 
there are now 135. 

(5) Four new Lodges have been 
formed, namely: 

Branche de Vinhlong 
Branche de Chaudoc 
Branche de Longxuyen 
Branche de Tanchau 
Another Lodge is in the course of 
formation in Saigon. 

(c) A Theosophical Headqua rters 
costing more than 400.000 piastres is 
in the course of construction. A num¬ 
ber of our members subscribed 40.000 
piastres. M. and Mme. Nguyen van 
Luong donated 350.000 piastres and 
also the land. M. and Mme. Nguyen 
van Huan gave 30.000 piastres. 

. (d) The book entitled Theosophy and 
the Theosophical Society written by 


Brother Pham-Ngoc-Da and edited by 
some members has been published. 
Also three propaganda pamphlets have 
been issued. A book entitled The Road 
to the Masters containing extracts from 
certain chapters in The Masters and 
the Path translated by Nguyen van 
Luong has also been published. The 
first edition of 10,000 copies is sold 
and the second edition of 10,000 is being 
made. A booklet Atomic Force written 
by Bros. Pham Ngoc Da and Truong- 
Khuong is in the press. A Theosophical 
Review entitled Thong Thien Hoc tap 
chi or Theosophist is under prepara¬ 
tion. It will be edited and financed by 
M. Nguyen van Huan and Mme. Nguyen 
thi Hai. An edition of 5,000 small 
booklets of At the Feet of the Master 
was distributed freely by a group of 
earnest Thcosophists. 

Morally. —A cold wind is blowing 
unfortunately over our pioneers but 
these know how to dominate it for the 
love of the Masters. They have made 
sacrifices of their lower selves to con¬ 
tinue on their way towards the light and 
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Universal Brotherhood. It is meri¬ 
torious for them, and hopeful for the 
future of Theosophy in Viet-Nam. 

Intellectually .—Members met each 
month for public lectures and each 
week to exchange ideas and reply to 
questions. 

Spiritually .—Some members are cap¬ 
able of great devotion to the work of 


the Masters. They seek to live that 
which they have learned. We hope 
that through our devotion we shall 
cause our compatriots to love Theo¬ 
sophy. . We dedicate our work this 
year to the Theosophical Society, to 
Mr. Jinarajadasa and to the Masters. 

Pham Ngoc Da, 
Presidential Agent. 


STATE OF ISRAEL 
No Report 


JAPAN 
No Report 


CANADIAN FEDERATION 


In the last Annual Report of the 
Canadian Federation comment was 
made on the anticipated visit of the 
International Vice-President,Mr.Sidney 

A. Cook, to our Lodges in Vancouver, 

B. C. and Calgary, Alberta. Accom¬ 
panied by his charming wife, Dr. J.T-N. 
Cook, the Vice-President arrived in 
Vancouver on October 10th and both 
he and Mrs. Cook addressed a members’ 
meeting the same afternoon. A public 
lecture was presented in Salon “ A ”, 
Hotel Vancouver in the evening, and 
was well attended despite torrential 
rainstorms outside. The following day 
Mr. and Mrs. Cook journeyed to Calgary, 
Alberta, by air, and spoke before an 
enthusiastic gathering. 

The Canadian Federation would again 
record its appreciation of the fine co¬ 
operation receivedfrom theTheosophical 
Society in America in sharing with us the 
services of Mr. James S. Perkins, Mr. 
Seymour Ballard, and Mr. N. Sri Ram 


during the year under report. During 
November 1950, prior to his leaving for 
Adyar. Mr. Perkins presented public 
lectures under the auspices of Besant 
Lodge, Victoria, B.C. and Hermes 
Lodge, Vancouver, B.C., at both of 
which he had audiences of over 300 
people who listened with rapt atten¬ 
tion. During April 1951 the services 
of Mr. Seymour Ballard, of Head¬ 
quarters Staff at Wheaton, were secured, 
and a tour of Federation Lodges in 
Victoria, B.C., Vancouver, B.C., Calgary 
and Edmonton, Alberta, was under¬ 
taken, and public lectures in Theosophy 
were presented in a fascinating and 
convincing manner by this gifted young 
speaker. The high-light of our Theo¬ 
sophical season, however, was the 
visit to the Pacific Coast of Mr. N. Sri 
Ram, who, w hile visiting the Lodges in 
Victoria and Vancouver, B.C., addressed 
large audiences in both cities, and 
endeared himself to the membership of 
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Besant and Hermes Lodges by his 
personal charm and the thought-pro¬ 
voking quality of his addresses. It is 
regrettable that Mr. Sri Ram’s brief 
stay on this continent did not allow 
him to visit the Federation Lodges in 
Calgary, Edmonton and Winnipeg this 
year, where he would have been warm¬ 
ly welcomed, and where there is a dis¬ 
tinct need of the services of prominent 
Theosophical lecturers. 

Under the auspices of the North 
West Federation of the Theosophical 
Society in America a fifteen-minute 
radio broadcast on Theosophical topics 
is presented by w ire-recording over radio 
station K.V.O.S. Bellingham, Washing¬ 
ton, U.S. on Sunday mornings at 9.45 
a.m. just prior to the news broadcast. 
By announcements made at the public 
lectures at Hermes Lodge, Vancouver, 
and Besant Lodge, Victoria, and atten¬ 
tion directed to the broadcasts in our 
newspaper advertising of public lec¬ 
tures, the Canadian Federation hopes 
to benefit from this fine propaganda 
effort being made by our American 
friends. The Canadian Federation 
welcomed four excellent speakers from 
the North West Federation in Seattle, 
who visited Vancouver during the year 
and lectured for Hermes Lodge. In 
return the Canadian Federation sent a 
speaker to lecture in Spokane, Wash¬ 
ington. It is hoped in future that a 
greater reciprocity of speakers can 
be arranged between these neighbour¬ 
ing Federations. 


The Secretary of Hermes Lodge, 
Vancouver, B.C. reports that Hermes 
Lodge was incorporated under the 
Societies Act of British Columbia 
on April 26th 1951 in order that 
it may assume ownership of the 
Lodge property. It is anticipated that 
the financial obligation against the 
premises, w hich was assumed by three 
trustees at time of purchase, will be 
liquidated in the not-too-far-distant 
future, when the Lodge will become 
the registered owner of the premises. 

Public lectures on Theosophy con¬ 
tinue to be presented every Sunday 
evening by our Lodges in Vancouver, 
Victoria and Winnipeg, while regular 
members' meetings and occasional pub¬ 
lic lectures arc held by our Lodges in 
Calgary, Edmonton and North Van¬ 
couver. While certain Lodges have gain¬ 
ed numerically during the past year, the 
Canadian Federation as a whole does 
not show a growth of membership at 
this time, but on the other hand we 
are confident that Theosophy is being 
presented to an ever-growing number 
of people who attend our public lec¬ 
tures and use the facilities of our 
Lodge libraries. The total active mem¬ 
bership is 184, a decrease of 4 from 
last report. The Federation is in 
good condition financially and with 
funds available for practical propa¬ 
ganda work, we look forward to increas¬ 
ing our sphere of usefulness in the 
service of Humanity and the Mas¬ 
ters. 

James G. Bremner, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 


THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IN EUROPE 
(Federation of National Societies) 

The year 1950 will always stand once more very closely together the 
out in the history of the Theosophical various Sections with their Inter- 
Society because the Double Diamond* national Headquarters. 

Jubliee brought together a great num- Europe was well represented by the 
ber of officials and visitors from all General Secretary and the Assistant 
over the world to Adyar and linked General Secretary of the Theosophical 
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Society in Europe, and by the General 
Secretaries of Belgium, England, the 
Netherlands, Scotland and Switzer¬ 
land, by official delegates from France, 
Spain and Sweden and also by many 
other delegates. Finland was re¬ 
presented by His Excellency the Fin¬ 
nish Ambassador in India and Mrs. 
Valvanne. 

After Convention the European 
Federation offered a tea to all officials 
and important workers present at 
Adyar, which the President honoured 
by his presence. 

This year's most important activity 
of the European Federation has been 
its Council Meeting at Camberley at¬ 
tended by 70 officials and special 
invitees from 14 countries, including 
a large group of Young Theosophists, 
now fully integrated in our Theo- 
sophicial work. Two young Theo¬ 
sophists are co-opted as members of the 
European Council. 

The President’s message " The Per¬ 
fume of Theosophy ” has been re¬ 
printed in most Theosophical periodi¬ 
cals. 

The General Secretary visited Eng¬ 
land on his way to Adyar and after 
his return, mainly in connection with 
the preparations for the European 
Council Meeting. He also visited Italy 
to make the first preparations for the 
European Congress in Florence in 
1952 and attended at the same time 
the Italian Convention in May. He 
further attended the Austrian Conven¬ 
tion in Graz in May and also the 
German Summer School at Hendsburg 
in July. 

The Assistant General Secretary, 
Mademoiselle Pascaline Mallet, has at 
the request of the President taken up 
a special task in France and moved 
from Eindhoven to Paris. She hopes 
to be able in some way to continue her 
work for the Federation. 

The European Federation has had 
again the privilege of a visit of 
Srimati Rukmini Devi, who spent some 


time at the Theosophical Centre at 
Huizen, of which she is the Head. 
During her nearly six months' stay in 
Europe she was invited to visit several 
Sections and attended also the Summer 
Schools at Rendsburg in Germany and 
at Gammel Praestegaard in Denmark, 
as well as the Swiss, Austrian, Nether¬ 
lands and Belgian Conventions. She 
everywhere attracted large audiences 
at her public lectures. 

The Regional activities are devel¬ 
oping satisfactorily. They offer many 
opportunities for closer co-operation 
between Sections speaking the same 
language, especially in their dealing 
with common problems. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ransom continued to 
give their valuable contribution to the 
work in Scandinavia and to Gammel 
Praestegaard, of which Mrs. Ransom 
is the Head. 

The idea of organising Summer 
Schools becomes more and more popular. 
It is interesting to see that these 
gatherings are also visited by members 
from other Sections. Besides the Re¬ 
gional Summer School in Nice (France), 
Summer Schools were held this year 
also in Finland, Sweden, Norway, 
Germany and England, as well as a 
long series of meetings at Gammel 
Praestegaard and Huizen. All this is 
very satisfying, as the time has come 
when the countries in Europe must 
largely direct their own work from 
within. 

Mrs. Fanny Scheffmacher, member 
of the Executive Committee, and Mr. 
A. Sassi the Swiss General Secretary, 
represented the Theosophical Society 
at last year’s meetings of the Non- 
Governmental Organizations of the 
United Nations in Geneva. 

Bishop J. I. Wedgwood, from 1913- 
1921 General Secretary of the Theo¬ 
sophical Society in Europe, passed over 
to the Greater Light in March of this 
year. We are greatly indebted to him 
for his long continued and valuable 
contribution to the Theosophical cause. 



80 


THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


This year’s new General Secretaries 
are : Mr. C. R. Groves (England), Serge 
Brisy (Belgium) and Mme. Jeanne 
S. Lefevre (Portugal). 

Though the rehabilitation period in 
Europe lies now behind us, financial 
support is still needed by some Sec¬ 
tions, especially Germany and Austria. 
Thanks to the Rehabilitation Fund, 
to which the whole world so generously 
contributed, we have so far been able 
to give this, without limiting too much 
our other activities. 

In 1952 a European Congress will be 
held in Florence (Italy) to be presided 
over by Mr. JinarSjadSsa. It coincides 
with the Golden Jubilee of the Italian 
Section. We are much looking for¬ 
ward to welcoming the President again 
in Europe. Another welcome visitor 
in 1952 will be Mr. N. Sri Ram, w ho is 


to visit Europe from May till October, 
including the European Congress. 

In his closing address of this year’s 
Jubilee Convention the President spoke 
of “the time which will come, when 
there are millions, whether or not they 
are called Theosophists, who will be 
attracted by the great principle of 
Brotherhood, and to a world where 
that universal morality will be under¬ 
stood. Then there will be no more 
war, poverty, ignorance, distress and 
degradation and at last Universal 
Brotherhood will be discovered as the 
great Brotherhood, not only of all man¬ 
kind, but also brotherhood with God.” 

It is towards that end every earnest 
Thcosophist is working and for which 
surely no effort is too great. 

J. E. Van Dissbl, 
General Secretary. 


WORLD FEDERATION OF YOUNG THEOSOPHISTS 


The last Annual Business Meeting 
of the World Federation of Young 
Theosophists was held at Adyar on 
December 28 during the 75th Inter¬ 
national Convention of the Theosophi- 
cal Society. 

Srimati Rukmini Devi presided over 
the meeting. Greetings were read 
from various countries where Young 
Theosophists are especially active, in¬ 
cluding India, Pakistan, Australia, the 
European Federation and Cuba. Mr. 
S. Krishnaratnam, the General Sec¬ 
retary, read the Annual Report, and 
Mrs. Seetha Neelakantan, the Trea¬ 
surer, presented the annual statement 
of accounts. The election of officers 
for 1950-51 was next on the agenda. 
Since the President’s term is a three 
year one, the election of a person for 
this office was not necessary. Srimati 
Rukmini Devi was elected as our 
President under this new amendment 
in our constitution in Banaras in 1949. 
Miss Nancy Froemming was elected 


as the new General Secretary and 
Sri S. Meenakshi Sundaram of Adyar 
was elected as Treasurer. The new 
members of the executive committee 
were Mr. Peter Hoffman, Adyar, Sri 
C. A. Paramesh of Madras, Sri V. 
Gopalan of Ahmcdabad and Sri I. A. 
Balandinani of Karachi. 

The Youth Day at Convention in 
Adyar last year was very spirited and 
successful. However, the maintaining 
of the enthusiasm has not been too 
evident in the silence that followed 
during the year. We wish that we 
could make every day a Youth Day 
and thus slowly build the momentum 
of some solid youth projects, and not 
save all of our shining for the annual 
meeting at Convention time. 

On the 28th of February Srimati 
Rukmini Devi was greeted on her 
birthday with a garland on behalf of 
the Young Theosophists in the World 
Federation. In April she left for a 
tour in Europe where she contacted 
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many youth groups and youth members 
and the evidence of her presence is 
recorded in the many reports sent by 
the Secretary of the European Federa¬ 
tion. 

Annual Reports for this year have 
been received from the following coun¬ 
tries : India, The United States of 
America, Australia, Cuba, Mexico, 
Brazil, and the European Federation 
consisting of Finland, France, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland, 
Wales, Germany, England, Austria 
(a new addition), Northern Ireland, 
Eire, Denmark, Sweden, Luxemburg 
and Portugal. 

Indonesia has expressed a wish to 
join the W.F.Y.T. So in the next 
report I hope that we shall be wel¬ 
coming them. 

In conclusion, I wish to say that on 
the whole a more extensive contact 
could have been made by the World 


Federation with the youth groups to 
encourage and help the Lodges and 
countries that are finding it difficult 
to capture the enthusiasm of the young 
in the Section. A drive for a more 
personal contact is needed, and I hope 
that the next year will see that this 
contact is made in order to strengthen 
the feeling in the Theosophical youth 
that their work in the Lodges and in 
the outer world is vitally needed to 
awaken the true spirit of brotherhood, 
of beauty and justice in the confusion 
of the politics of the day. We, as 
the hope of the future must indeed 
stand together in better understanding 
and cooperation for a better today 
and an even greater tomorrow. Lastly, 
I express my thanks to Rukmini Devi 
w ho has been a valuable guide during 
the year. 

Nancy Froemming, 
General Secretary. 


u 
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THE ADYAR LIBRARY 

Annual Report for 1950-51 


Staff .—1 have continued as Hon. 
Director and Professor Kunhan Raja 
as Hon. Curator and Editor of the 
Adyar Library Bulletin, even though 
still stationed temporarily in the 
Teheran University, Iran. Kumari A. 
Sita Devi has continued as Libra¬ 
rian. Changes in personnel have 
been many. Sri A. N. Krishna 
Aiyangar, who since 1937 has been on 
the Adyar Library Staff as joint Editor 
of the Adyar Library Bulletin, a Re¬ 
search worker, and Personal Assistant 
to the Director, has been given the 
post of Librarian of the National 
Archives of India in New Delhi. Once 
before (in 1939) Sri Krishna Aiyangar 
was loaned for a year as Curator to 
help establish the Tirupathi Venka- 
tesvara Oriental Research Institute, 
and even on this occasion was 
granted a year’s leave, remaining still 
in touch with the Library as one of 
its Honorary Editors. His work has 
been reapportioned among the mem¬ 
bers of the staff with the assistance of 
Dr. K. Kunjunni Raja, a former Hono¬ 
rary worker, who especially helps as 
joint Honorary Editor of the Library 
Bulletin and in Publications. In addi¬ 
tion to his duties as Pandit, Sri 
N. Ramachandra Bhat has taken over 
the details of the office work, assisted 
by Sri S. Easwara Sarma, as clerk. 

Kumari E. Vani V. Rao, a graduate 
of Visvabharati University, Santini- 
kethan, is acting as Assistant to the 
Librarian. Sri K. T. Venkatarama 
Sarma, due to the increased work in 


the Pandit’s department connected with 
the classification and registration of the 
Visvabharati collection of some 1200 
manuscripts received last year from 
Santinikethan, is now concentrating 
entirely on the accession and registra¬ 
tion of Indian Manuscripts and books. 

Pandit V. Krishnamacharya was 
mainly engaged in the printing 
of the Descriptive Catalogue of 
Samskrit MSS. for Mim&msa and 
Advaita Vedanta Sections. This work 
is now practically finished, save for 
the Introduction. He has also edited 
with his own Samskrit Commentary a 
work called “ Manamala ” by Acyuta- 
krsnanandatirtha, dealing with the na¬ 
ture of various pramdn&s or means of 
valid knowledge. This was published 
in our Pamphlet series this year. He 
is now engaged in the preparation of 
the Descriptive Catalogue for Vis*ist- 
advaita and other Vedanta Sections. 

Sri H. G. Narahari continued the 
work of preparation of the Descriptive 
Catalogue of manuscripts for the Kavya 
section. The printing of this cata¬ 
logue is complete save for the Intro¬ 
duction. 

He is also engaged in editing and 
translating* Vyttaratnavali of Venka- 
tes*a an old treatise on Metrics. 

Kumari A. Sitl Devi, the Libra¬ 
rian, completed “ Language-Barrier or 
Bridge,” which in its attempt to codi¬ 
fy grammatical forms and transliterate 
all linguistic sounds, each with a single 
character, has won the attention of 
a number of linguists abroad who are 
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likewise endeavouring to build a bridge 
of world unity through language. This 
was published in the Adyar Library 
Pamphlet series. She has completed 
a useful and extensive guidebook to 
Indian Languages—" From Sindh to 
Singala” giving basic ideas for ready 
reference, transliterated into a Roman 
common denominator in S i n d h i, 
Panjabi, Hindustani, Gujarati, Bengali, 
Marathi, Telugu, Kannada, Tamil, 
Malayalam, and Sinhalese. This work 
has been carefully checked by natives 
of each language but can be published 
only when funds are available. She 
is working on the long-promised 
“ Soundscript, ” a shorthand based on 
the principles of Samskrit phonetics, 
that will enable its user to write 
any language with a single phonetic 
shorthand, and this work is nearing 
completion. 

Sri K. Ramachandra Sarma, besides 
assisting Pandit Krishnamacharya, has 
completed the third part of Sangria- 
ratndkara, containing chapters 5 and 
6, a work edited and prepared ten 
years ago by Pandit S. Subrahmanya 
Sastri. It was released during this 
year as Adyar Library series No. 78. 

Sri V. Narayanaswami Sastri, our 
veteran Pandit, continues to be in 
charge of the transcription, comparing, 
and restoration of manuscripts. An 
expert on unfamiliar scripts, he is 
mainly engaged in restoring for the 
Library such as need urgently to 
be copied. 

While it is almost impossible to 
measure in a statistical way the work 
of the Research and Pandit Staff, an 
attempt has been made throughout 
the years to list in tabular form such 
work, and snch statistical analyses arc 
to be found as Annexure II. 

The Library staff has been engrossed, 
as is usual, with giving facilities to the 
residents and students from Madras 
and its environs who come to consult, 
read, and borrow books. During the 


year 9,861 books and 4,147 manuscripts 
have been consulted, and 3,091 books 
borrowed. Our lending facilities are 
of necessity limited, since our Library is 
primarily composed of valuable research 
works and out-of-print books which 
can only be consulted within the Library 
itself. If donors desire books to be 
freely loaned, it will be well to give 
two copies for the purpose. Owing 
to the limited space available on the 
shelves, accession during the year pro¬ 
ceeded at a snail’s space, only 459 
books and 54 pamphlets being accessed, 
of which five were books sent to the 
Adyar Library for review, 2 were ex¬ 
change copies, and 32 were works 
purchased. Now that the final transfer 
of many books has been made to 
the Annexe, only a stone’s throw East 
of the Library, and since many more 
duplicate books have been given to the 
School of the Wisdom, to needy 
Lodges, and Sections, and many out- 
of-date old books and pamphlets dis¬ 
carded, room has been made on the 
shelves for valuable books; and acces¬ 
sion is now proceeding apace. 

But our general staff in addition to its 
purely Library duties is always occupied 
in receiving, conducting, and guiding 
visitorsthrough the Library. Over 17,327 
visitors passed through the Library dur¬ 
ing the last year, many of them digni¬ 
taries of note on tour in India. 

The few pictures and carvings ex¬ 
hibited in the Main Room and Manus¬ 
cript Section all intensify the impression 
of the Unity of all life and faith, as 
is so obvious from the fact that in 
this Library arc gathered together the 
sacred works of every major Faith 
throughout the world. Though our 
Hindu and Buddhist sections are prob¬ 
ably among the finest in India, our 
Christian section lines the entire North 
wall of the Main Room and has been 
pronounced literally a mine for Bible 
students. The story of evolution as 
shown in the silk painting of the Bud¬ 
dhist Tendai faith and the Hindu 
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carvings of the great doors clearly 
depicts the unity of old traditional 
scripture and modern scientific advance. 

Help Is Greatly Needed 

Donations .—As the funds of the 
Library are so very limited we thank 
most deeply those donors who have 
contributed their priceless treasures to 
maintain the standing of our books. 
See Annexure III. We especially need 
works, both modern and ancient, depict* 
ing the greatness of the various nations 
and countries of the world. Fine 
scientific books and works on art are 
much in demand. The best of fiction 
is always welcome as our workers 
appreciate relaxation now and then. 
Fine modern dictionaries and gram¬ 
mars are needed to keep our splendid 
linguistic collection up-to-date. We 
need for example, a new edition of 
the Encyclopedia Britannica. We also 
very much need the Moilier Williams 
English-to-Sanskrit Dictionary of 
which we have not a single copy, and 
another copy of the Sanskrit-English 
Dictionary by the same author as our 
second copy has become too old for 
general consultation and this work is 
constantly in demand for use both by 
the pandits and in the reading-room. 
If any student could supply these we 
would be deeply grateful. 

Wc need the latest editions of Inter¬ 
national Who’s Who, but all of our 
needs cannot be listed in the space 
of a limited report. And wc are deeply 
grateful to our President and all others 
who so generously assist us in this 
regard. 

But most of all we need money ; for 
our publication work has come to an 
absolute standstill for lack of funds. 
Save for the coins that visitors drop 
in a small donation box where they 
sign and which is used, for the most 
part, to supply decent clothes to the 
attendants who must conduct these 
visitors through the library, and other 


small amenities, donations have fallen 
to practically nil. With the generous 
gift of Gopalji Odhavji, a staunch 
Theosophist of former years, we com¬ 
menced the publication of a series of 
twelve Descriptive Catalogues by sub¬ 
jects, so that research workers in all 
parts of the world would know what 
is available in the Adyar Library to 
assist them in the collation and editing 
of Samskrit works. Scholars the world 
over have made use of the two already 
published and are continually demand¬ 
ing the early completion of this great 
undertaking. One volume is in the 
press, and one is ready for publication 
but it has had to be suspended for 
lack of funds. Thus a grave situation 
arises for the Library. The interest 
from our dwindling Endowment Fund 
is not sufficient even to meet the cost 
of the barest minimum staff but for 
the addition of an Annual Grant of 
Rs. 5,000 from the Theosophical Soci¬ 
ety and Rs. 2,000 from the Adyar Day 
Fund. Without this money, we would 
have had to close our doors even to 
visitors. Wc exercise the most rigid 
economy in every detail of staff manage¬ 
ment and expenditure, three of our 
workers being only on honorariums, 
and three working in an entirely hono¬ 
rary capacity, while wc are assisted 
by Honorary Editors without whose 
aid many notable works could not 
have been published. 

Special Editors .—The “ Arya Salis- 
tamba Sutra,” edited by Special Editor 
Pandit A. Aiyaswami Sastri, Director 
Cheena Bhavan, Visvabharati was 
completed and issued as Adyar Library 
Series No. 76 of this year. 

“ Idea Of Personality ” a series of 
lectures delivered by Prof. P. N. Sriniva- 
sachari at the Madras University in 
1939 under the Dr. Annie Besant Me¬ 
morial Lectureship was published in 
the Library series as No. 77 during 
this year. The subjects treated in this 
work w'ere chosen out of a wide range 
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connected with Politics, Civics, So¬ 
ciology, Religion, Philosophy, Ethics, 
Education, and Fine Arts, all of which 
are in a way suited to express the 
dynamic and synthetic genius of Dr. 
Besant. 

“ Varahamihira-Horasastram,” Vol. 
1, Adhyayas I to 10 with an ex¬ 
cellent Samskrit commentary “ Apur- 
varthapradarsika ” by our Honorary 
Editor A. N. Srinivasa Raghava Aiyan- 
gar, is to be completed and released on 
1st October 1951 as Adyar Library 
scries No. 79. 

The revised and enlarged second edi¬ 
tion of “Where Theosophy and Science 
Meet,” Volume II, edited by Prof. 
D. D. Kanga, which has been in the 
Press since 1949, will be completed 
and released on 16th December 1951. 
This monumental work of 610 pages, 
excluding the introductions, replete 
with diagrams, charts, etc. testifies 
to the vision and courageous perse¬ 
verance of its editor and his co-workers. 

The Second Edition of " The Edicts 
of Asoka” by Sri G. Srinivasa Murti 
and Sri A. N. Krishna Aiyangar will 
also be released as a 16th December 
Commemoration volume. 

Again may I emphasize the need of 
the Library for funds to continue its 
publications ? We have rare treasures 
among our manuscripts which it is 
our duty to share with the world. 
Scholars are willing and eager to pre¬ 
pare these for publication. Surely 
money can be found for a work so 
needed. 

And now may 1 express my most 
grateful thanks to all my colleagues ? 


I am particularly grateful to Prof. 
C. Kunhan Raja, our Curator, to 
Kumari A. Sit& Devi, our Librarian, 
and to the Honorary' Editors Sri Prof. 
K. V. Rangaswami Aiyangar, Sri 
N. Aiyaswami Sastri, Pandit M. Dura* 
swami Aiyangar and Sri A. N. Srini- 
vasaraghava Aiyangar for the services 
they continue to render to the Library. 

I am equally grateful to all other 
scholars who have assisted us in the 
editing of books, to the Vasanta Press 
for the painstaking care they bestow 
on the printing of our publications and 
to the Theosophical Publishing House 
for its aid in the distribution of our 
books. The Officers of the Library 
never cease to be grateful for the 
loyalty and unfailing co-operation of 
the Staff w ithout which nothing could 
be achieved of good in the Library, 
and even more deeply grateful are they 
to the President of the Theosophical 
Society whose sympathetic under¬ 
standing and inspiration have stirred 
them at all times to greater endeavour. 

Grateful thanks are likewise tendered 
to members of the Theosophical So¬ 
ciety throughout the world who have 
helped the Library with books and 
financial aid. We are also grateful to 
those institutions and governments, 
Indian and overseas, which continue 
to send their publications to the 
Library, and those other institutions, 
universities, and other learned bodies 
who continue in exchange relationship 
with our Library. 

G. Srinivasa Murti, 

Hon. Director. 
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ANNEXURE I 


Publications : 

A. New Works Completed and 
Issued During the Year Ending 

with 30th September 1950 

(а) Adyar Library Series Nos. 76 
to 79. 

76. Arya S'alistamba Siitra Pra - 
tUyasamutpadavibhahga Nirdesrasutra 
and Pratityasamutpada Gat ha SQtra — 
Edited with Tibetan Versions, Notes 
and Introduction, etc., by N. Aiya- 
swami Sastri. 

77. Idea of Personality —(Dr. Annie 
Besant Memorial Endowment Lec¬ 
tures, University of Madras), by P. N. 
Srinivasachari. 

78. SamgJtaratnJkara —With the 
Commentaries of Catura Kallinatha 
and SimhabhQpSla. Edited by Pandit 
S. Subrahmanya Sastri, Vol III. 
(Adhyayas 5, 6). 

79. V a r dh a mihirahords’&stram — 
Edited by A. N. S r i n i v asa r aghava 
Aiyangar, with his own commentary 
Apurvdrthapradars'ikJ, Vol I. (Adhya¬ 
yas 1-10). 

(б) Pamphlets : Nos. 25 and 26. 

Language-Barrier or Bridge by 

A. Sita Devi. (Reprinted from the 
Adyar Library Bulletin, Vols. XIII, 
XIV and XV, 1948-51.) 

Mdnamdld by Acyutakrsndnanda- 
tlrtha with Rdmdnanda's Commentary 
—Edited by Pandit V. Krishnama- 
charya (Reprinted from the Adyar 
Library Bulletin, Vol. XV, Parts 1 and 
2, February and May, 1951.) 

(c) Adyar Library Bulletin , Vol. XIV, 
Part 4 and Vol. XV, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

B. Works Completed and 

Issued from 1-10-51 to the 
Date of the Report 

Where Theosophy and Science Meet 
(Parts 3 and 4, God and Law) by a 


body of Experts, Edited by Prof. D. D. 
Kanga, Second Edition—Revised and 
enlarged of Adyar Library Series 
No. 21. 

Edicts of Asroka (Priyadars'in) with 
English Translation by Dr. G. Srini¬ 
vasa Murti and A. N. Krishna Aiyangar, 
Adyar Library series No. 72. 

C. Works in Progress Through 
the Bulletin and 
Independently 

Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit 
MSS. in the Adyar Library, by Pandit V. 
Krishnamacharya, Vol. IX—Mlmamsa 
and Advaita-VedSnta. 

S'aiva and S , akta Upanisads —Trans¬ 
lated into English by T. R. Srinivasa 
Aiyangar—Edited by Dr. G. Srinivasa 
Murti. 

Yoga Upanisads —Translated into 
English by T. R. Srinivasa Aiyangar— 
and Edited by Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti. 
(Second Edition). 

Caturdasalaksani of GadSdhara with 
three commentaries. Vol. II—Edited 
by Pandit N. Santanam Aiyar. 

Apastambasmrii —Edited by A. N. 
Krishna Aiyangar. 

SamgUaratndkara —With the Com¬ 
mentaries of Catura Kallinatha and 
SimhabhQpala. Edited by Pandit S. 
Subrahmanya Sastri, Vol IV. 

Samgitaratndkara t English Trans¬ 
lation—Vol. II, by Prof. C. Kunhan 
Raja. 

Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit 
MSS. in the Adyar Library, by H. G. 
Narahari, Vol. V—Poetry, Drama and 
Poetics. 

Aristotle's Kalharsis and Bharat a's 
SthJyibhavas—by Prof. C. Kunhan 
Raja. 

Hgvedabha^ya of Skandasydmin— 
Edited by Prof C. Kunhan Raja. 

Anglrasasmrti —Edited by A. N. 
Krishna Aiyangar. 
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A Synthetic View of Vedanta —by 
P. N. Srinivasachari. 

Vfttaratndvali of Vehkatesd —with 
his own commentary—Edited and 
Translated into English by H. G. 
Narahari. 

D. Works Included in the 
Programme 

1. Veddntasdra of Sri Ramanuja 
with English Translation by M. B. 
Narasimha Aiyangar. 

Hordvdstra —with the commentary 
ApQrvirthapradars*ikft by A. N. Srini- 
vasaraghava Aiyangar, Vol. II. 

E. Works Ready for the 
Press 

As’valdyanagrhyasiitra with the 
Commentaries of DevasvSmin and 
Niriyapa, Vol. II. Edited by Svami 
Ravi Tirtha. 


Nydyakusumdhjali of (Jdayana with 
the Commentary of VaradarSja. Edited 
by Prof. C. Kunhan Raja. 

Caturdaralaksani of Gadddhara with 
Commentaries—Edited by Pandit N. 
Santanam Aiyar. 

Pabfatd of Gadddhara with four 
commentaries. Edited by Pandit N. 
Santanam Aiyar. 

Siddhdntalaksanam of Gadddhara — 
with commentaries. Edited by Pandit 
N. Santanam Aiyar. 

Avayava of Gadddhara —with com¬ 
mentaries. Edited by Pandit N. San¬ 
tanam Aiyar. 

Sdmdnyanirukti of Gadddhara —with 
commentaries. Edited by Pandit N. 
Santanam Aiyar. 

Vyutpattivdda of Gadddhara —with 
commentaries. Edited by Pandit N. 
Santanam Aiyar. 

Ten Major Upani?ads —E n g 1 i s b 
Translation by T. R. Srinivasa Aiyangar 
and Edited by G. Srinivasa Murti. 


ANNEXURE II 
STATISTICAL ABSTRACTS 
1 

Pandit V. Krishnamacharya 



1948-1949 

1949-1950 

1950-1951 

Descriptive Catalogue—Slips 

MSS. Examined 

... 

600 1 

800 * 

Do. Prepared 

400' 

250* 

650 1 

Literary contributions 

Correction of proofs for books 

8 

12 

10 

edited in Library series ... 

820 1 

900* 

800‘ 

Manuscripts Examined 

Press copy prepared and Com¬ 

• •• 

250 

350 

pared—pages 

• •• 

480 

480 

Edited, and wrote commentary 
New works edited 

... 

160 

40 

2 books 


1 Assistance received by Panda V. Kmhnamacbarya from Pandit K. Ramachandra Sarraa. 
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H. G. 

£ 

Narahari 




1948-1949 

1949-1950 

1950-1951 

Literary Contribution 

1 

3 

4 

Reviews to the Bulletin 

2 

2 

4 

Manuscripts described for Des¬ 




criptive Catalogue... 

242* 

417 1 

582* 

Do. revised 

310 1 

433 1 

573 1 

Do. Catalogue pages printed 

112* 

128 1 

184 1 

Y’jrttaratn&vali Edited Pages ... 

,M 

• • • 

32 

3 

Pandit V. Narayanaswami 

Sastri 


Granthas copied 

24,508 

19,880 

15,295 

Do. Compared 

11,450 

46,588 

31,610 

Estimates for transcription 




No. of Granthas 

32,559 

45,672 


Loan-slips prepared 

25 

25 


Proofs passed (forms) 

• • • 

92 


MSS. Examined 

• •• 

• •• 

520 

4 

Pandit K. Ramachandra ! 

Sarma 


Assisted in preparing press copy 




and proof correction 

820 

900 

1,200 

Assisted in the preparation of 




Descriptive Catalogue ... 

200 

900 

800 

Press copy for Library Series. 

200 

160 

160 

Manuscripts examined etc. ... 

110 

250 

250 

Sangitaratnakara (pages printed) 

• •• 

480 

300 


5 


N. Ramachandka Bhat 


Granthas copied 

30,568 

24,350 

14,550 

Do. compared 

1,21,524 

1,34,560 

65,000 

Assisted in the examination of 




MSS. for Descriptive Catalogue 

50 

60 

Dharmasastra 

24 

1 Indicates assistance received by Sri H. 
12 

G. Narahari from Pandit K. Ramachandra Sarma. 
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1948-1949 1949-1950 

Proofs corrected for the press 

for the Library Series ... 354 614 

Correspondence etc. 


1950-1951 

654 

423 


6 


K. T. Venkatarama Sarma 

No. of Books Registered •M 

i, „ Classified • •• 

„ Manuscripts Examined ... ..%•• 

„ Cards Indexed 


1950-1951 

360 

200 

300 

1,500 


ANNEXURE III 
Donor’s List 


1. Adyar Library Publication 

2. Aiyar’s, K. S. (Messrs.) 

8. American Theosophical Society 

4. Amery, E. M. (Miss) 

5. Anantha Charlu, P. C. 

6. Ballard, G. W. 

7. Blavatsky Lodge, Sydney 

8. British Information Services 

9. Broek, P. W. van den 

10. Chase, E. J. 

11. Codd, Clara M. (Miss) 

12. Cook, Sidney A. 

13. The Commissioner, Corporation 

of Madras 

14. Cousins, James (Dr. and Mrs.) 

15. Davidge, J. L. 

16. DeSilva,U.Chandradasa—Abhan- 

gama, Ceylon 

17. De. ZirkofT, Boris 

18. Dharmapuram Adhinam 

19. Dickhoff, Dr. Robert Ernst 

20. Divine Life Society, The 

21. Durand, Luz Maria (Miss) 

22. Foristal, W. 

23. Frei, Henri 

24. Ganesh and Co. 

25. Good companions 

26. Government Press, Superinten¬ 

dent 

27. Hamester, A. J. 

28. Jain Mission Society 

29. Jaswantlal Giridharlal Shah 


30. J inarfijadSsa, C. 

31. Krishna Aiyangar, A. N. 

32. Mckinney, J. P. 

33. Lavender, E. M. (Mrs.) 

34. Moorhead Hilda, (Mrs.) 

35. Mothers’ Research Group 

36. Naidu, P. Govindarajulu 

37. Preston, E. W. (Miss) 

38. Rajkamal Publication Ltd., Bom¬ 

bay 

39. Ramachandra Sarma, K. 

40. Ramakrishna Mutt, Sri 

41. Rangaswamy Aiyangar, K. V. 

42. Recording Secretary, T. S. 

43. Review 

44. Samuels, Henry C. 

45. Satyanarayana, M. 

46. Shah, C. V. 

47. Sita Devi, A. 

48. Sivananda, Swami 

49. Srinivasa Murti, G. (Dr.) 

50. Theosophical College Library, 

Madanapalle 

51. Theosophical Publishing House 

52. Theosophist 

53. Thomas, C. Drayton 

54. United States Information Ser¬ 

vice 

55. The University Press, Cambridge 

56. Van der Hell, Louise 

57. Venkatraman, A. S. 

58. World University, The 



THE SCHOOL OF THE WISDOM 


Report on the School Year 1950-1951 


The second year of the School of 
the Wisdom included the period of the 
great Seventy-fifth Anniversary Con¬ 
vention at Adyar. This Convention 
brought a large number of members to 
Headquarters from all over the world 
and some came early or left late to 
include in their visit as much as 
possible of the School programme. In 
view of the unusual circumstances 
members were permitted to register 
for periods less than the whole School 
session which ran from October 1, 1950 
to April 6, 1951, with a recess of one 
month covering the Christmas and 
Convention period (December 15 to 
January 15). Those who did not regis¬ 
ter for regular attendance and study 
were permitted to attend as observers 
without participation in the School 
studies and discussion. 

Under these arrangements over 40 
attended as students for some sub¬ 
stantial portion of the two terms, and 
19 received certificates of attendance. 
The total student body represented a 
dozen different countries and this inter¬ 
national quality was a very valuable 
characteristic of the School. 

The first term of the School was 
devoted to the Fundamental Principles 
of Theosophy and in the course of the 
eleven weeks of morning sessions, under 
the general headings of Cosmogenesis 
Anthropogensis, the following subjects 
were studied and discussed : Origins, 
Creation, the Planes, Involution, Evo¬ 
lution, Man, Life in the Three Worlds, 
Cycles, Yoga, the Occult Path. The 
subjects in the second term (12 weeks) 
were Education, Health and Healing, 
Psychology, Religions, Government and 
Social Organization, Philosophies, the 
Arts. Thus the studies of the year 


provided for a review* of ancient and 
modern Theosophical knowledge and 
for a survey of the developing thought 
and character of the human race with 
special emphasis on modern trends. 
When at Adyar the President gave a 
series of talks on Friday mornings on 
various aspects of the Wisdom, and 
lectures by members and by visitors 
were arranged under the School auspi¬ 
ces for afternoons and all Adyar resi¬ 
dents were invited. In this way the 
life of the School overflowed as it were 
to all at Adyar. On the other hand 
the students participated in many of 
the activities of the Headquarters, 
visited the departments and gave some 
time regularly to assisting in their work. 

Attendance at the School is much 
more than a chance for congenical 
study. It is an opportunity for ex¬ 
change with a variety of minds from 
many parts, all convinced of the 
principles of the Wisdom but flexible 
and various in their thought and ideas 
as to meaning, application and present 
need. Adyar rightly approached pro¬ 
vides the perfect setting for this free¬ 
dom from orthodoxy and fixation. 

The first session (pre-convention) 
was conducted by Mr. N. Sri Ram as 
Chairman of Discussions and Mr. 
Richard Groves as Director of Studies. 
These having departed for duties 
elsewhere, the second session fell to 
the joint leadership of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sidney A. Cook. The students became 
an integrated group and the great 
success of the School was in no small 
measure due to their enthusiasm and 
willing industry and co-operation. 

Sidney A. Cook, 

Vice* Principal. 



MEMORANDUM 

OF 

ASSOCIATION. ETC. 

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION. 

No. 2 of 1905. 

I hereby certify, pursuant to Act XXI of 1860 of the Governor- 
General of India in Council entitled “ An Act for the Registration 
of Literary, Scientific and Charitable Societies, I860,” that The 
Theosophical Society is duly incorporated as a Society under the 
aforesaid Act. 



(Sd.) A. Periyaswami Moodaliar, 
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies. 


Station, Madras, 
Dated 3rd April 1905. 



THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


Founded November 17, 1875. Incorporated April 3, 1905. 


In the matter of Act XXI of 1860 of the Acts of the Viceroy 
and Governor-General of India in Council, being 
an Act for the registration of literary, 
scientific and charitable Societies 

and 

In the Matter of The Theosophical Society 


MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION 


1. The name of the Association is 
The Theosophical Society. 

2. The objects for which the Society 
is established are : 

I. To form a nucleus of the 
Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, 
without distinction of race, creed, sex, 
caste or colour. 

II. To encourage the study of 
Comparative Religion, Philosophy, and 
Science. 

III. To investigate unexplained 
laws of Nature and the powers latent 
in man. 

(а) The holding and manage¬ 
ment of all funds raised for the above 
objects. 

(б) The purchase or acquisi¬ 
tion on lease or in exchange or on hire 

General 


or by gift or otherwise of any real or 
personal property, and any rights or 
privileges necessary or convenient for 
the purposes of the Society. 

(c) The sale, improvement, 
management and development of all 
or any part of the property of the 
Society. 

(d) The doing of all such 
things as are incidental or conducive 
to the attainment of the above objects 
or any of them, including the founding 
and maintenance of a library or 
libraries. 

3. The names, addresses and occu¬ 
pations of the persons who are mem¬ 
bers of, and form the first General 
Council which is the governing body 
of the Society, are as follow : 

Council 


Ex-Officio 

President-Founder :—H. S. Olcott, Adyar, Madras, Author. 

Vice-President: —A. P. Sinnett, London, England, Author. 

Recording-Secretary : —Hon. Sir S. Subramania Aiyar, Madras, Justice of the 

High Court. 

Treasurer : —W. A. English, M.D., Adyar, Madras, Retired Physician. 
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Alexander Fullerton, General Secretary, 
American Section, 7, West 8th St., 
New York. 

Upendra Nath Basu, B.A., LL.B., 
General Secretary, Indian Section, 
Benares, U.P. 

Bertram Keightley, M.A., General Sec* 
retary, British Section, 28, Albemarle 
St., London, W. 

W. G. John, General Secretary, 
Australasian Section, 42, Margaret 
Street, Sydney, N.SAV. 

Arvid Knos, General Secretary, Scandi¬ 
navian Section, Engclbrechtsgatan, 
7, Stockholm, Sweden. 


C. W. Sanders, General Secretary, New 
Zealand Section, Queen Street, 
Auckland, N.Z. 

W. B. Fricke, General Secretary, 
Netherlands Section, 76, Amsteldijk, 
Amsterdam. 

Th. Pascal, M.D., General Secretary, 
French Section, 59, Avenue de La 
Bourdonnais, Paris. 

Decio Calvari, General Secretary, 
Italian Section, 380, Corso Umberto 
I., Rome. 

Dr. Rudolf Steiner, General Secretary, 
German Section, 95, Kaiserallec, 
Friedenau, Berlin. 

Jose M. Massd, Acting General 
Secretary, Cuban Section, Havana, 
Cuba. 


Additional 


Annie Bcsant, Benares, Author, [for 

3 years]. 

G. R. S. Mead, London, Author, [for 

3 years]. 

Khan Bahadur Naoroji Dorabji Khan- 
dahvala, Poona, Special Judge [for 

3 years]. 

Dinshaw Jivaji Edal Behram, Surat, 
Physician, [for 2 years]. 

4. Henry Steel Olcott, who with 
the late Helena Petrovna Blavatsky 
and others founded the Theosophical 
Society at New York, United States 
of America, in the year 1875, shall 
hold, during his lifetime, the position of 
President, with the title of “ President* 
Founder,” and he shall have, alone, the 
authority and responsibility and shall 
exercise the functions provided in the 
Rules and Regulations for the Executive 
Committee, meetings of which he may 
call for consultation and advice as he 
may desire. 

5. The income and property of the 
Society, whencesoever derived, shall be 
applied solely towards the promotion 
of the objects of the Society as set 
forth in this Memorandum of Associa¬ 
tion, and no portion thereof shall be 


Francesca E. Arundalc, Benares, 
Author, [for 2 years]. 

Tammacharla Ramachandra Row, 
Gooty, Retired Sub-Judge, [for 

1 year]. 

Charles Blech, Paris, France, Retired 
Manufacturer, [for 1 year]. 

paid or transferred directly or indirectly 
by way of dividends, bonus, or otherwise 
by way of profits to the persons w ho at 
any time are or have been members of 
the Society or to any of them or to 
any person claiming through any of 
them: Provided that nothing herein 
contained shall prevent the payment 
in good faith of remuneration to any 
officers or servants of the Society or to 
any member thereof or other person in 
return for any services rendered to the 
Society. 

6. No member or members of the 
General Council shall be answerable 
for any loss arising in the administra¬ 
tion or application of the said trust 
funds or sums of money or for any 
damage to or deterioration in the said 
trust premises unless such loss, damage 



RULES OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


95 


or deterioration shall happen by or 
through his or their wilful default or 
neglect. 

7. If upon the dissolution of the 
Society there shall remain after the 
satisfaction of all its debts and liabilities 
any property whatsoever, the same shall 
not be paid to or distributed among the 
members of the Society or any of them 
but shall be given or transferred to 
some other Society or Association, 
Institution or Institutions, having 
objects similar to the objects of this 
Society, to be determined by the votes 
of not less than three-fifths of the 
members of the Society present per- 

Witncsses to the signatures : 

(Sd.) Wm. Glenny Keagey 

„ Arthur Richardson 

„ Pyare Lal 
„ Peroze P. Meherjee 


sonally or by proxy at a meeting' 
called for the purpose, or in default 
thereof by such Judge or Court of 
Law as may have jurisdiction in the 
matter. 

8. A copy of the Rules and Regu¬ 
lations of the said Thcosophical Society 
is filed with this Memorandum of 
Association, and the undersigned being 
seven of the members of the Governing 
Body of the said Society do hereby 
certify that such copy of such Rules 
and Regulations of the said Theosoph- 
ical Society is correct. 

As witness our several and respective 
hands, this . . . day ol March 1905. 


(Sd.) H. S. Olcott 
„ W. A. English 

„ SUBRAMANIAM 

„ Francesca E. Arundale 
„ Upendranath Basu 
„ Annie Besant 
„ N. D. Khandalvala 


Rules and Regulations for the Management of the 
Association Named “The Theosophical Society,” Adyar, Madras 


1. The General Council shall be 
the Governing Body of The Theosoph¬ 
ical Society. Not less than seven 
members of this Council shall be resi¬ 
dents of India. 

2. (a) The President, the Vice- 
President, the Treasurer, the Recording 
Secretary and the General Secretaries 
of the component National Societies 
(otherwise called Sections) shall ex- 
officio be members of the General Coun¬ 
cil. The terms of those members of the 
General Council who hold office ex- 
officio shall expire with the vacation of 
their qualifying office. 

(6) The General Council shall 
include not less than 5 and not more 
than 10 Additional Members, such 
members shall on the nomination of 


the President be elected for a term of 
three years by vote of the General 
Council at its Annual Meeting, their 
names having been sent to the Mem¬ 
bers of the General Council at least 
three months before the Annual Meeting. 

(c) Members retiring shall be 
eligible for re-election. 

(d) The Recording Secretary 
shall be the Secretary of the General 
Council. 

3. It shall be competent for the 
General Council to remove any of its 
members, or any officer of The Society 
excepting the President of The Theo¬ 
sophical Society and excepting the 
General Secretaries of National Soci¬ 
eties, by a three-fourths majority of its 
whole number of members, at a special 
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meeting called for the purpose, of 
which at least three months’ notice 
shall have been given, the quorum 
consisting, however, of not less than 
five members. 

4. The General Council shall ordi¬ 
narily meet once a year, at the time 
of the Annual Meeting or Convention 
of The Society; but a special meeting 
may be called at any time by the 
President, and shall be called at any 
time by him, or if not by him, by the 
Recording Secretary, on the written 
requisition of not less than one-fourth 
of the total number of members; but of 
such special meetings not less than 
three months’ notice shall be given, 
and the notice shall contain a state¬ 
ment of the special business to be laid 
before the meeting. 

5. At all meetings of the General 
Council, members thereof may vote 
in person, or in writing, or by proxy 
duly given to another member of the 
General Council for the particular 
meeting concerned. Except as afore¬ 
said no member shall exercise more 
than one vote. No member shall be 
allowed to exercise more than 5 proxy 
votes. 

Note : Meetings include Adjourned 
Meetings. 

6. The quorum of an ordinary as 
well as of a special meeting of the 
General Council shall be five members. 
If there be no quorum, the meeting 
may be adjourned sine die, or the 
Chairman of the meeting may adjourn 
it to another date, of which three 
months’ further notice shall be given, 
when the business of the meeting shall 
be disposed of, irrespective of whether 
there is a quorum present or not. 

7. The President, or in his absence 
the Vice-President, of The Society, 
shall preside at all meetings of The 
Theosophical Society or of the General 
Council, and shall have a casting vote 
in the case of an equal division of 
the members voting on any question 
before the meeting. 


8. In the absence of the President 
and the Vice-President, the meeting 
shall elect a chairman from among 
the members present at the meeting, 
and he shall have a casting vote in the 
case of a tie. 

9. The term of office of the Presi¬ 
dent shall be seven years. 

10. Six months before the expira¬ 
tion of a President’s term of office, or 
within three days of the office becom¬ 
ing vacant, the Recording Secretary 
shall call for nominations for the office 
of President from the members of the 
General Council, each of whom shall 
be entitled to make not more than three 
nominations. Such call to members 
outside India shall be by cable, con¬ 
firmed within two days by air and 
ordinary mails. Each member of the 
General Council who is a General 
Secretary shall consult with the respec¬ 
tive National Governing Council and 
shall make his nominations on its be¬ 
half. Nominations of any member or 
members in good standing, whose 
consent as laid down hereunder shall 
be necessary for the validity of the 
nomination, shall be sent to the Re¬ 
cording Secretary, so as to reach him 
within two months of the date of the 
call for nominations. 

At the expiration of this period the 
Recording Secretary shall place all the 
nominations received along with the 
relevant papers before the Executive 
Committee at a meeting specially con¬ 
vened for the purpose. At such meet¬ 
ing the Executive Committee shall 
examine the nominations. All nomi¬ 
nations for which the consent of the 
nominated member has not been filed 
in the office of the Recording Secretary 
within the period of two months just 
preceding shall be rejected as invalid. 
The rest shall be counted, and the 
names of those receiving the three 
highest numbers of nominations, (or any 
lesser number of names, if less than 
three are nominated) together with any 
others who have been nominated by 
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not less than half the members of the 
General Council, but after eliminating 
any who in the meantime have died 
or who have withdrawn their consent 
to nomination and subject only to the 
provisions of the next following para¬ 
graph, shall be those to be voted upon. 
The list made by the Executive 
Committee shall not be subject to 
challenge. 

The Recording Secretary shall im¬ 
mediately in writing communicate all 
the names on the list to each nominee 
thereon (if the nominee is not at Adyar 
the communication shall be by tele¬ 
graph or cable). In the event of any 
death or withdrawal the corresponding 
name shall be struck from the list. 

On the tenth day following the 
meeting of the Executive Committee 
for the examination of nominations, the 
Recording Secretary shall communicate 
the list of nominees remaining to be 
voted upon, to the General Secretaries, 
and to Lodges and Fellows-at-large at¬ 
tached to the Headquarters at Adyar. 
Such communication to the General 
Secretaries outside India shall be by 
cable, confirmed within two days by 
air mail and ordinary mail, and to the 
others by air mail confirmed within two 
days by ordinary mail. Each General 
Secretary shall take the individual vote 
of each of the voter-members of his 
Section, that is, of members of the 
National Society on his rolls who are 
not in arrears of annual dues for more 
than one year at the close of the 
previous official year of the Section, 
and shall communicate the result to the 
Recording Secretary, who shall himself 
take the votes of the Lodges and 
Fellows-at-large attached to the Head¬ 
quarters at Adyar, who are not in 
arrears of annual dues for more than 
one year at the close of the previous 
official year of the Society at Adyar. 

If only one member is nominated the 
vote so taken shall be on a “ For ” or 
" Against ” ballot. 

13 


At the expiration of six months from 
the call for nominations by the Re¬ 
cording Secretary, the results of the 
voting shall be counted by him. The 
Executive Committee shall appoint 
two of its members as scrutineers. The 
nominee receiving the greatest number 
of votes shall be declared elected to 
the office of President. 

If the voting results in the highest 
number of votes being given equally to 
two or more of the nominees, or if the 
voting upon the “ For” or “Against” 
ballot results in the rejection of the 
one member receiving nomination, or if 
the death of any nominee occurs be¬ 
fore the counting of the votes and the 
declaration of the result, the nomina¬ 
tion and election procedure herein pro¬ 
vided shall be repeated and the Presi¬ 
dent then in office or the Vice-Presi¬ 
dent, if he is temporarily filling such 
office, shall continue therein until a 
new President is elected. 

11. (a) The President shall nomi¬ 
nate the Vice-President, subject to 
confirmation by the General Council, 
and his term of Office shall continue 
till a new Vice-President has been nomi¬ 
nated and his nomination confirmed by 
the General Council. It shall be his 
duty, among other things, to carry 
on the executive functions of the 
President in case the President is dead 
or where the Executive Committee 
finds that he is disabled by accident, 
serious illness or otherwise from per¬ 
forming the duties of the President. 

(6) Notwithstanding anything here¬ 
in contained the Vice-President doing 
the duties of the President shall 
continue to be the Vice-President of 
The Society until a new Vice-President 
has been nominated and his nomination 
confirmed by the General Council. In 
case of death, resignation or permanent 
disability of such Vice-President doing 
the duties of the President, the Exe¬ 
cutive Committee shall appoint a 
Vice-President w-ho shall hold Office 
until the new President shall have 



98 


REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


nominated a new Vice-President and 
his nomination be confirmed by the 
General Council. 

12. The President shall appoint the 
Treasurer, the Recording Secretary and 
such subordinate officials as he may 
find necessary, which appointments 
shall be reported to the Executive 
Committee at its next following meet¬ 
ing, and shall continue to be valid 
unless rejected by a majority of votes 
of the whole number of members in 
the Executive Committee, voting in 
person or by proxy, at the said 
meeting, the newly appointed Treasurer 
or Recording Secretary not being pres¬ 
ent, nor counting as a member of 
the Executive Committee for purposes 
of such vote. 

13. The Treasurer, Recording Sec¬ 
retary and subordinate officials being 
assistants to the President in his 
capacity as executive officer of the 
General Council, the President shall 
have the authority to remove any 
appointee of his own to such offices. 

14. The General Council shall at 
each Annual Meeting appoint an Execu¬ 
tive Committee for the ensuing year, 
of not less than seven and not more 
than ten members, of whom at least 
six shall be members of the General 
Council. The President, the Vice- 
President, the Treasurer, and the 
Recording Secretary, shall be ex-officio 
members. Vacancies caused by death 
or resignation or otherwise may be 
filled by co-optation. 

15. The Executive Committee shall 
meet at least once in every three 
months for the receipt and considera¬ 
tion of accounts and the despatch of 
any other business. A special meeting 
may be called by the President when¬ 
ever he thinks fit, and such meeting 
shall be called by him, or if not by him, 
by the Recording Secretary, when he is 
required to do so, by not less than three 
members of the Committee, who shall 
state to him in writing the business for 
which they wish the meeting to assemble. 


16. At a meeting of the Executive 
Committee, three members shall con¬ 
stitute a quorum. 

17. The Committee shall, in the 
absence of the President and Vice- 
President, elect a Chairman to preside 
over the meeting and in case of equality 
of votes the Chairman for the time 
being shall have a casting vote. 

18. The President shall be the 
custodian of all the archives and records 
of The Society, and shall be the 
Executive Officer and shall conduct 
and direct the business of The Society 
in compliance with its rules; he shall 
be empowered to make temporary 
appointments and to fill provisionally 
ail vacancies that occur in the offices of 
The Society, and shall have discre¬ 
tionary powers in all matters not 
specifically provided for in these Rules. 

19. All subscriptions, donations and 
other moneys payable to the Associa¬ 
tion shall be received by the President, 
or the Treasurer, or the Recording 
Secretary, the receipt of either of whom 
in writing shall be sufficient discharge 
for the same. 

20. The securities and uninvested 
funds of The Society shall be deposited 
in the Imperial Bank of India, Madras, 
or such other Bank or Banks as the 
Executive Committee, T.S., shall select; 
and in countries outside of India, in 
such Banks as the President shall select. 
Cheques drawn against the funds shall 
be signed by the President or the 
Treasurer or the Recording Secretary 
of The Society. 

21. (a) Notwithstanding anything in 
these rules to the contrary the Presi¬ 
dent may, touching the assets and 
affairs of The Society beyond British 
India, at any time and from time 
to time by a Power of Attorney appoint 
any persons to be the Attorneys of The 
Society for such period and subject to 
such conditions and for such purposes 
and with such authorities and powers 
as he may think fit, and he may if 
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necessary affix the Seal of The Society 
thereto. 

Without prejudice to the general 
powers conferred as aforesaid, the 
President may grant power and author¬ 
ity among others to sell, grant mort¬ 
gage, lease or otherwise transfer the 
assets of The Society, movable or 
immovable, real or personal, and to 
receive subscriptions, donations, lega¬ 
cies, moneys and other property 
movable, or immovable, and to institute, 
continue, compromise, compound or 
refer to arbitration any actions, suits, 
or other proceedings, and to take and 
hold shares in any Company, and to 
vote at any meetings thereof, and 
to subdelegate all or any of his powers, 
and to give receipts and releases, 
and to sign, seal and deliver any instru¬ 
ment or document and have the same 
registered. 

(6) The funds of The Society 
may be invested by the President, with 
the advice and consent of the Execu¬ 
tive Committee, in Government or 
other Public securities, or in the 
purchase of immovable property or 
First Mortgages on such property. 

(c) The Adyar Estate of The 
Society in Madras including The 
Society's original Headquarters and 
all other properties in Adyar since 
acquired by gift, purchase or otherwise, 
shall not at any time be disposed of by 
sale, gift, exchange, mortgage or other¬ 
wise ; save that the President, if 
specially authorized by a resolution of 
the General Council, passed by a three- 
fourths vote of their members, voting 
in person, in writing or by proxy, may 
dispose of such outlying portions of the 
said Adyar Estate, as may be specified 
in such Resolutions. 

(</) The President may, with the 
advice and consent of the Executive 
Committee, sell, mortgage or otherw ise 
transfer any investment in Government 
or other Public securities, or any 
movable or immovable property of The 
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Society other than those mentioned in 
Rule 21 (c). 

22. (a) All deeds whereby immov¬ 

able properties belonging to The Society 
are tranferred or otherwise dealt with 
shall have affixed to them the Seal of 
The Society with the signature of the 
President and of the Recording Secre¬ 
tary. In case of the absence of the 
President or where the Executive Com¬ 
mittee finds that he is too ill to act, it 
may appoint two of its members to 
sign in place of the President. 

(6) All transfers of movable pro¬ 
perty, if in writing, shall bear the sig¬ 
nature of the President and of the Re¬ 
cording Secretary but need not have 
affixed to them the Seal of The Society. 
In case of the absence of the President 
or where the Executive Committee finds 
that he is too ill to act, it may appoint 
two of its members to sign in place of 
the President. 

Note .—The procedure detailed in this 
Rule is without prejudice to the powers 
conferred under Rule 21 (a). 

23. The Society may sue and be 
sued in the name of the President. 

24. The Recording Secretary may, 
with the authority of the President, or 
of the two substitutes appointed ac¬ 
cording to Rule 22, affix the Seal of 
The Society on all instruments re¬ 
quiring to be sealed, and all such 
instruments shall be signed by the Pre¬ 
sident or by the two substitutes above 
mentioned and the Recording Secretary. 

25. On the death or resignation of 
the President, the Recording Secretary 
shall at once make arrangements for 
the election of a new President, in 
accordance with Rule 10, and until 
such new President is elected the Vice- 
President shall perform the duties of 
President. 

Headquarters 

26. Headquarters of The Society 
are established at Adyar, Madras, and 
are outside the jurisdiction of the 
Indian Section. 
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27. The President shall have full 
power and discretion to permit to any 
person the use of any portion or pre¬ 
mises in the Adyar Estate for occupa¬ 
tion and residence, on such terms as 
the President may lay down, or to 
refuse permission so to occupy or 
reside. Any person occupying or resid¬ 
ing under the permission granted by 
the President shall, on a fortnight’s 
notice given by or on behalf of the 
President, unconditionally quit the pre¬ 
mises before the expiry of that period. 

Organization 

28. Every person of ten full years 
of age, without distinction of race, 
creed, sex, caste or colour, shall be 
eligible for membership in the Society, 
but those under the age of majority 
in their respective countries shall be 
admitted to membership only with the 
written consent of parent or guardian. 

29. Admission to membership may 
be obtained through the President of 
a Lodge, the General Secretary of 
a National Society, or through the 
Recording Secretary; and a Diploma 
of membership shall be issued to the 
Fellow, bearing the signature of the 
President, and countersigned by the 
General Secretary, where the applicant 
resides within the territory of a 
National Society, or countersigned by 
the Recording Secretary, if admission 
to membership has been obtained 
through the Reoording Secretary. 

/ 30. Ledges and Fellows, whether 
unattached or attached to a Lodge, 
residing within the territory of a Na¬ 
tional Society, must belong to that 
National Society, unless coming under 
Rule 31. 

Provided that with the sanction of 
the President a member who belongs 
to one National Society may while re¬ 
taining his membership of that National 
Society belong to another National 
Society, but he shall not be allowed to 
cast more than one vote in matters re¬ 
lating to The Theosophical Society. 


31. ( a ) When an individual Fel¬ 

low in good standing, for any serious 
and weighty reason, sufficient in the 
opinion of the President to justify 
such action, is desirous of leaving the 
National Society to which he belongs, 
but is not desirous of leaving The 
Theosophical Society, such individual 
Fellow may become directly attached 
to Headquarters, Adyar, severing all 
connection with the National Society. 
Such application must be made through 
the General Secretary of the National 
Society concerned. This shall equally 
apply in the case of the admission of 
any new member. 

(6) A Fellow of The Theosophical 
Society in good standing who is 
desirous of leaving the National Society 
to which he or she belongs or ought 
to belong under Rule 30 and of joining 
another National Society, may be per¬ 
mitted by the President to do so 
provided such Fellow presents reason 
sufficient in the opinion of the Presi¬ 
dent to justify such action, and 
provided further that the application 
for transfer is submitted with the 
approval of the General Secretaries of 
both National Societies concerned. 

This rule shall apply equally in 
the case of the admission of a new 
member. 

(c) When a Lodge, for any 
serious and weighty reason, sufficient 
in the opinion of the President to justify 
such action, is desirous of leaving the 
National Society to which it belongs, 
but is not desirous of leaving The 
Theosophical Society, such Lodge may 
become directly attached to Head¬ 
quarters, Adyar, severing all connection 
with the National Society. Such appli¬ 
cation must be made through the 
General Secretary of the National 
Society concerned. 

Before any Lodge shall have the 
right to apply to be directly attached 
to Headquarters, Adyar, it shall have 
mailed to each of its members indivi¬ 
dually a notice that such application is 
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about to be considered. Such notice 
must be mailed not less than two weeks 
before the meeting at which such con¬ 
sideration is to take place, and voting 
on the application shall be deferred 
until two months after that meeting. 
If at such first meeting, or any succeed¬ 
ing meeting pursuant thereto, it is 
decided to bring the application to a 
vote as herein provided, a full report of 
the reasons for such action shall at 
once be sent to the General Secretary 
of the National Society concerned. 

Any application for separation from 
the National Society to which a Lodge 
belongs shall be ineffective unless two- 
thirds of the members of the Lodge 
vote in favour thereof. 

32. Lodges or Fellows-at-large, in 
countries where no National Society 
exists, must apply for their Charters or 
Diplomas directly to the Recording 
Secretary, and may not, without the 
sanction of the President, belong to 
National Societies within the territorial 
limits of which they are not situated 
or resident. 

33. Any seven Fellows may apply 
to be chartered as a Lodge. In a 
country where no National Society 
exists the application must be for¬ 
warded to the President of The Society 
through the Recording Secretary. 

34. The President shall have author¬ 
ity to grant or refuse applications for 
Charters, which, if issued, must bear 
his signature and that of the Recording 
Secretary, and the Seal of The Society, 
and be recorded at the Headquarters 
of The Society. 

35. A National Society may be 
formed by the President, upon the 
application of seven or more chartered 
Lodges. 

36. All Charters of National So¬ 
cieties or Lodges and all Diplomas 
of membership derive their authority 
from the President, acting as Executive 
officer of the General Council of The 
Society, and may be cancelled by the 
same authority. 


37. Each Lodge and National So¬ 
ciety shall have the power to make 
its own Rules which shall not be 
incompatible with the Rules of the 
National Society to which the Lodge 
belongs or with the Rules ofTheTheo- 
sophical Society. 

All Rules of Lodges and National 
Societies and amendments thereto shall 
be submitted for approval within thirty 
days of their adoption as follows: In 
the case of a Lodge belonging to a 
National Society, all such Rules and 
amendments shall be submitted to the 
General Secretary of that National So¬ 
ciety ; in the case of a National Society 
or of a Lodge not situated within the 
territory of a National Society or of a 
Lodge directly attached to Adyar 
under Rule 31 (c) all such Rules or 
amendments thcreto“shall be submitted 
directly to the President. 

All Rules and amendments shall be 
put into force if approval has not been 
refused within ninety days of acknow¬ 
ledgment of their receipt. 

If by a change made in a Rule of 
The Theosophical Society, any Rule of 
a National Society, which at its incep¬ 
tion was not incompatible with the 
Rules of The Theosophical Society, 
ceases to be compatible, such a Rule 
of the National Society shall cease to 
be valid and shall be amended so as 
to be in consonance with the Rules of 
The Theosophical Society. 

If by a change made in a Rule of 
a National Society, any Rule of a 
Lodge, which at its inception was not 
incompatible with the Rules of the 
National Society, ceases to be com¬ 
patible, such a Rule of the Lodge shall 
cease to be valid and shall be amended 
so as to be in consonance with the 
Rules of the National Society. 

38. Every National Society must 
appoint a General Secretary, who shall 
be the channel of official communi¬ 
cation between the General Council 
and the National Society. 
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39. The General Secretary of each 
National Society shall forward to the 
President, annually, not later than the 
first day of November, a report of 
the year’s work of his Society, and at 
any time furnish any further informa¬ 
tion the President or General Council 
may desire. 

40. National Societies hitherto 
known as Sections, which have been 
incorporated under the name of “ The 
. . . Section of The T.S.” before the year 
1908, may retain that name in their 
respective countries, in order not to 
interfere with the incorporation already 
existing, but shall be included under 
the name of National Societies, for 
all purposes in these Rules and Regu¬ 
lations. 

Finance 

41. (a) The fees payable to the 
General Treasury by Lodges not com¬ 
prised within the limits of any National 
Society are as follows: for Charter, 
£\ ; for each Diploma of Membership, 
Ss.; for the Annual Subscription of 
each Fellow, 5s.; but in the case of 
Lodges comprised within the jurisdic¬ 
tion of a National Society, the Annual 
Subscription of each Fellow shall be 
the amount prescribed for Annual Sub¬ 
scription by the by-laws or other regu¬ 
lations of the National Society within 
which the Lodge exists ; or equivalents. 

(6) New members joining other¬ 
wise than at the beginning of the year 
shall at the time of admission pay their 
annual subscription pro rata for the 
remaining period of the fiscal year at 
the rate of £0-1-3 per quarter. 

42. Fellows-at-large, resident within 
the territory of a National Society under 
the Provision of Rule 31 (a), shall pay 
to the General Treasury as Entrance 
Fee and as Annual Subscription the 
amounts prescribed by the by-laws or 
other regulation of such National So¬ 
ciety, but not less than 5/- and £\ 
respectively. 


Fellows-at-large, not resident within 
the territory of a National Society shall 
pay to the General Treasury an En¬ 
trance Fee of 5/- and an Annual Sub¬ 
scription of £\. 

43. Each National Society shall pay 
into the General Treasury ten per cent 
of the total amount received for 
its own National dues, and shall remit 
the same to the Treasurer at Adyar 
on or before the first day of September 
of the current year, and the financial 
year of The Society shall close on 30th 
September. 

44. In the event of the cancellation 
of any Charter under Rule 36, or the 
dissolution of any National Society or 
of a Lodge, the constituent Charter of 
the National Society or of the Lodge, 
granted by the President, shall, ipso 
facto, become forfeited or lapsed, and 
all property, real or personal, including 
Charters, Diplomas, Seal, Records and 
other papers belonging to or in the 
custody of such National Society or 
Lodge shall vest as follows : 

(a) in The Society, in the 
case of a National Society or of a 
Lodge not within the territory of a 
National Society or of a Lodge coming 
under Rule 31 (c), (except where the 
law of the country where the National 
Society or Lodge is situated prohibits 
such vesting, in which case the property 
shall vest as hereinafter provided)— 
and delivery shall be made to the 
President, or to his nominee on his 
behalf. 

(6) in the National Society in 
which the Lodge is situated, in the 
case of a Lodge within the territory 
of a National Society, said Lodge 
not coming under Rule 31 (c), and 
delivery shall be made to the General 
Secretary of the said National Society. 

No National Society or Lodge whose 
Charter shall have become forfeited or 
lapsed shall continue to use the Name, 
Motto, or Seal of the Society. 

Provided, nevertheless, that the Presi¬ 
dent shall have power to revive the 
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Charter of the National Society or the 
Lodge, as the case may be, whose 
Charter shall have become so forfeited 
or lapsed, and to transfer the said 
Charter to other Lodges being not less 
than seven in number, or to other 
Fellows being not less than seven in 
number, as the case may be, or to such 
other nominees of his as in his judgment 
shall seem best for the interests of 
The Society. 

In cases under (a) above, where such 
vesting in The Society is prohibited 
by the law of the country in which 
is situated the National Society or 
the Lodge, whose Charter has be¬ 
come forfeited or lapsed as aforesaid, 
the property shall vest in a local 
Trustee or Trustees appointed by the 
President. 

To effect any transfer of property, to 
which The Society may become entitled 
under this Rule, it shall be lawful 
for the President to appoint an agent 
or nominee for the purpose of executing 
any necessary document or documents, 
or for taking any steps necessary 
effectually to transfer the said property 
to The Society. 

45. The financial accounts of The 
Society shall be audited annually by 
qualified Auditors who shall be appoint¬ 
ed by the General Council at each 
Annual Meeting for the ensuing year. 

Meetings 

46. The Annual General Meeting 
or Convention of The Society shall 


be held in India in the month of 
December, at such place as shall be 
determined by the Executive Committee 
in June of each year. Lodges desirous 
of inviting the Convention and able to 
make due arrangements for its accom¬ 
modation, shall send the invitation in 
March of the current year, with particu¬ 
lars of the arrangements they propose 
to make. 

47. At least once in every seven 
years a World Congress of The Theo- 
sophical Society may be held out of 
India, at a place and date to be fixed 
by the General Council, but so as not 
to interfere with the Annual Conven¬ 
tion in India. 

48. The President shall have the 
power to convene special meetings of 
The Society at his discretion. 

Revision 

49. The General Council, of their 
own motion or on the motion of the 
Executive Committee and after at least 
three months’ notice has been given to 
each member of said Council, may, by 
a three-fourths vote of those members 
who vote in person, in writing, or by 
proxy, make, alter or repeal the Rules 
and Regulations of The Society, in such 
manner as it may deem expedient. 

50. The General Council may frame 
by-laws not inconsistent with these 
Rules and Regulations and may add to, 
alter, or repeal such by-laws, consist¬ 
ently with the said Rules and Regula¬ 
tions, as it may deem expedient. 
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Ex-Officio Members of General Council 

President : Mr. C. JlNARXjADASA. 

Vice-President : Mr. SIDNEY A. COOK. 

Treasurer % Mr. C. D. SHORES. 

Recording Secretary j MlSS HELEN ZAHARA. 


General Secretaries and Presidential Agents 


Formation N *™ °' S * c,i °" 

General Secretary 

Address 

1886 

United States 


Mr. James S. Perkins 

... P.O. Box 2 7 0. Wheaton, Illinois 

1888 

England 

••• 

C. R. Groves. Esq 

... 30 Gloucester Place, London. W. 1 

1891 

India 

• •• 

Sjt. Robit Mehta 

... Theosopbical Society, Banaras City 

1898 

Australia 

... 

Mr. J. L. Davidge 

... 29 Bligh Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 

1893 

Sweden 

... 

Herr Curt Berg 

... Ostermal m sgatan 12, Stockholm 

1896 

New Zealand 

... 

Miss Emma Hunt 

... 10 Belvedere St.. Epsom, Auckland. 

S. E. 3 

1897 

Netherlands 

... 

Professor J. N. van der Ley. Amsteldijk 76. Amsterdam Z. 

1899 

France 

... 

Monsieur Francis Brunei 

... 4 Square Rapp, Paris VII 

1902 

Italy 

... 

Dr. Giuseppe Gasco 

... 14.Piazza Gherbiana, Mondovf-Breo. 

Prov. Cuneo 

1902 

Germany 

... 

Direktor Martin Boyken 

... Rotbuchenstieg 40, (24a) Hamburg 39 

1903 

Cuba 

... 

Dr. Lorgio Vargas G. 

... Calle Marcos Garcia 3, Sancli-Spiritus 

1907 

Hungary 

... 


••• 

1907 

Finland 

... 

Miss Signe Rosvall 

... Vironkatu 7 C. Helsinki 

1908 

Russia 

... 

... 


1909 

Czechoslovakia* 

... 

Pan Miloslav Lxicka 

... Praha VIII—Zastrelnici 633 

1909 

Southern Africa 

... 

Mrs. Eleanor Stakesby-Lewis. Box 863, Johannesburg 

1910 

Scotland 

... 

Edward Gall, Esq. 

... 28 Great King Street, Edinburgh 

1910 

Switzerland 

... 

Monsieur Albert Sasst 

... 79 Route de Drize, Troinex, Geneva 

1911 

Belgium 

... 

Mile. Serge Brisy 

... 37 Rue Jean-Baptise Meunier, 
Bruxelles 

1912 

Indonesia 

... 

Mr. Soemardjo 

... Blavatskypark 3, Merdcka-Barat 17, 
Djakarta. Java 

1912 

Burma 

... 

U Po Lat 

— No. 102. 49th Street. Rangoon 

1912 

Austria 

M. 

Herr F. Schleifer 

... Burgergasse 22. 4 Stg. 18. Vienna X 

1913 

Norway 

• •• 

Herr Ernst Nielsen 

... Oscarsgt. 11. I. Oslo 

1918 

Egypt 

• ee 

eee 

••• 

1918 

Denmark 

... 

Herr j. H. Moiler 

... Strandvejen 130a, Aarhus 

1919 

Eire 

e»# 

Mrs. Alice Law 

... 14 South Frederick St., Dublin, Eire 

1919 

Mexico 

see 

Seuor Adolfo de la PeBa Gil.. Iturbide 28. Mexico, D. F. 

1919 

Canada 


Lt.-Col. E.L. Thom son. D.S.O. 32 Isabella Street. Toronto 3. Ont. 

1920 

Argentina 


SeBor Jos* M. Olivares 

... Sarmiento 2478, Buenos Aires 

1920 

Chile 

• • e 

Sra. Teresa de Risso 

... Casilla 604, Valparaiso 

1920 

Brazil 

• •• 

Tenente Armando Sades 

... Rua Sao Bento 38,1* andar, Sao Paulo 

1920 

Bulgaria 

• •• 

... 


1921 

Iceland 

• #• 

G re tar Fells 

... Ingolfsstr. 22, Reykjavik 

1921 

Spain 

... 

• •• 

mam 


• Prudential Agency. Presidential Agents are not members ot the General Council. 
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General Secretary 

Address 

1921 

Portugal 

Mme. J. S. Leftvrc ... 

Rua Passos Manuel, No. 20-cave, 




Lisbon 

1922 

Wales 

Miss E. Claudia Owen 

10 Park Place, Cardiff 

1923 

Poland 

... 

... 

1925 

Uruguay 

SeHor Enrique Molina 

Palacio Diaz, 18 de Julio 1333, Mon¬ 




tevideo 

1925 

Puerto Rico 

SeBora Esperanza C. Hopgood 

Box 8774 Fernandez J uncos, Santurce 

1925 

Rumania 

m ... 

... 

1925 

Yugoslavija 

... m 

... 

1926 

Ceylon * 

N. K. Choksy. Esq., K. C. ... 

Roshanara, 54 Turret Road. Colombo 

1928 

Greece 

Monsieur Kim&n Prinaris 

3o September Str., No. 56B III Floor, 




Athens 

1929 

Central America ... 

Seflor Amalia de Sotela 

P. O. Box 797. San Jos«. Costa Rica 

1929 

Paraguay 

see see 

... 

1929 

Peru 

Seflor Jorge Torres Ugarriza... 

Apartado No. 2718, Lima 

1933 

Philippines 

Mr. Olimpio A. Cabellon ... 

728 Lepanto, Manila 

1937 

Colombia 

Seflor Ram6n Martinez 

Apartado No. 539, Bogotl 

1947 

British E. Africa ... 

Mr. Dwarkadas Morarji Shah 

P. O. Box 142, Zanzibar 

1948 

Pakistan • 

Jamshed Nusserwanji, Esq. ... 

P. O. Box 271, Karachi 

1948 

Malaya and 




Singapore * 

Mr. V. Rajagopal 

P. O. Box 752. Singapore 

1949 

Northern Ireland * 

Dr. Hugh Shearman 

18 Brookhill Avenue, Belfast 

1950 

Indochina * 

M. Pham-Ngoc-Da 

Instituteur Principal, Chaudoc, South 



Viet-Nam 

1950 

State of Israel • ... 

Dr. I. S. Cohen 

P. O. Box 2858. Tel Aviv 

1951 

Japan • 

Mr. Jack R. Brinkley 

537 Zushi, Zushi Machi, Miura Gun, 


Kanagawa Ken 


Additional Members of the Oeneral Council 

Sri K. S. Chandrasekhara Aiyar, “ Chandravilas ”, Bull Temple Road, 
Basavangiidi, Bangalore (for 1950, 1951 and 1952). 

Mr. Jamshed Nusserwanji, P. O. Box 271, Karachi, Pakistan (for 1950, 
1951 and 1952). 

Mr. R. M. Alpaiwalla, 179, Lamington Cross Road, Bombay 7 (for 1950, 
1951 and 1952). 

Mr. J. E. Van Dissel, Voorterweg 40, Eindhoven, Holland (for 1951, 1952 
and 1953). 

Dr. G. Srinivasa Mukti, Director, Adyar Library, The Theosophical Society, 
Adyar, Madras 20 (for 1950, 1951 and 1952). 

Mr. N. Sri Ram, The Theosophical Society, Adyar, Madras 20, (for 1950, 
1951 and 1952). 

Mr. H. S. L. Polak, 49 Earls Ave., The Leas, Folkestone, England (for 1950, 
1951 and 1952). 

N. K. CHOKSY, Esq., K. C., Roshanara, 54 Turret Road, Colombo, Ceylon (for 

1950, 1951 and 1952). 

Dr. Hugh Shearman, 18 Brookhill Avenue, Belfast, United Kingdom (for 

1951, 1952 and 1953). 

Srimati Rukmini Devi, The Theosophical Society, Adyar, Madras 20 (for 

1952, 1953 and 1954). 

• Presidential Agency Presidential Agents are not members of the General Council. 
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MINUTES 


Of Meeting of the General Council of the Theosophical Society, 
held at “ Shanti Kunj ", Danaras, on Tuesday, 

2 5th December, 1951, at 2 p.m. 

First Session 
Present: 

Mr. C. JinarSjadSsa ... President (in the chair) and Proxy for the 

General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Chile and Messrs. H. S. L. 
Polak and J. E. van Dissel (Additional 
Members). 

Mr. Sidney A. Cook ... Vice-President. 

Mr. C. D. Shores ... Treasurer and Proxy for the General 

Secretary of the Theosophical Society 
in Indonesia. 

Miss Helen Zahara ... Recording Secretary and Proxy for the 

General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Puerto Rico and Dr. Hugh 
Shearman (Additional Member). 

Mr. Rohit Mehta ... General Secretary, the T.S. in India. 

Mr. N. Sri Ram ... Additional Member, and Proxy for the 

General Secretaries of the Theosophical 
Society in New Zealand and England. 

Mr. R. M. Alpaiwalla ... Additional Member. 

Mr. Jamshed Nusserwanji ... Additional Member. 

Srimati Rukmini Devi Arundale ... Present by special invitation. 

1. The Minutes of the meetings of the General Council held on 25th 
and 30th December, 1950, and 1st January, 1951, having been circulated to 
the members of the General Council, were taken as read and were adopted 
and signed. 

2. Matters arising out of Minutes : 

(a) Next World Congress. —After discussion it was decided that 
this matter be postponed again until next year. The general feeling was that 
the holding of a Congress in Australia under present difficult travel and financial 
conditions would not be practicable. 
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3. The Appointment of the Executive Committee for 1952 .—The Presi¬ 
dent proposed that the following be appointed members of the Executive 
Committee for the year 1952 : 


Ex-officio 


President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 

Recording Secretary 
Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti 
Srimati Rukmini Devi Arundale 
Mrs. Bhagirathi Sri Ram 
Mr. N. Sri Ram 
Mr. M. Subramaniam 


The proposition was seconded by the Vice-President and approved. 

4. Election of an Additional Member to the General Council. —Srimati 
Rukmini Devi Arundale nominated by the President, having obtained the 
necessary votes favourable to her election as set forth below, was declared 
duly elected as Additional Member of the General Council for a period of 
three years (1952, 1953 and 1954). 

In favour 36 

Against Nil 

5. Award of Subba Rao Medal. —The award of the Subba Rao medal 
for 1951 to Mr. N. Sri Ram was cordially approved by the members of the 
Council, although the President may make the award without consultation 
with the General Council. 

The President advised that he proposed nominating Miss E. W. Preston 
for the award of the Subba Rao Medal for 1952 in recognition of her work in 
connection with the third edition of Occult Chemistry and her previous contri¬ 
butions to Theosophical literature. 

6. Annual Report of the Society—Questions raised by General Secretary 
of the Theosophical Society in France. —The Recording Secretary reported that 
the following members of the General Council had sent opinions agreeing in 
substance with the comments of the President and Recording Secretary in 
connection with the questions raised by Dr. Paul Thorin, General Secre¬ 
tary of the Theosophical Society in France: Mr. James S. Perkins, U.S.A.; 
Mr. C. R. Groves, England ; Herr F. Schleifer, Austria; Senor Jos6 M. Olivares, 
Argentina ; Sra. Teresa de Risso, Chile; Sra. Esperanza C. Hopgood, Puerto 
Rico; Mr. J. E. van Disscl, Additional Member; Mr. H. S. L. Polak, Additional 
Member and Dr. Hugh Shearman, Additional Member. 

The General Secretary for Canada, Lt. Col. E. L. Thomson, had 
submitted a resolution from his Executive Committee expressing that the general 
principle should be established that reports be published in full and that 
portions of reports should not be deleted without obtaining the approval of the 
members of the General Council residing at Adyar. 

During the discussion, several points were raised : 

(i) Whether the report of a General Secretary is a report to the General 
Council or to the President. 



108 


THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


Rule 39 reads as follows : 

“ The General Secretary of each National Society shall forward to 
the President, annually, not later than the first day of November, a 
report of the year’s work of his Society, and at any time furnish any 
further information the President or General Council may desire." 

(ii) Whether the report of a General Secretary must first be submitted by 
him for approval of his Section Executive. 

(iii) If the position is as in (ii) and a minority of the Executive dissents, 

ought the minority to have the right to send a separate report to 
the President ? 

(iv) Again, if the position is as in (ii), does it not lead to the idea that the 

President cannot himself make his report except after submitting 
it to the General Council ? 

The Rule (quoted above) merely states " to the President It would 
seem that any interpretation other than that the report is from the General 
Secretary in his personal relationship with the President will lead to inevitable 
delays and the complications of minority reports and restrictions upon the 
information that the President could receive. 

It was suggested, though no vote was taken, that the President should 
receive the report as a personal report to him with discretion as to the degree 
iu which it should be passed on to the General Council or be submitted for 
publication. 

It was pointed out that it would be extremely dangerous from the 
standpoint of the laws of libel if the President were compelled without discretion 
to publish whatever might be contained in reports received by him. 

It was further suggested that the practice be adopted, in the annual 
publication of reports, of placing the word “ condensed " after the Section 
heading, if the General Secretary’s report is not published verbatim (in full). 

The Council finally decided that these expressions of the Council be 
submitted to legal opinion as to the appropriate interpretation to be placed upon 
the rule (Rule 39). 

7. A ny other Business i 

(a) Mrs. Jerhanoo Hormusji Dadabhoy Legacy. —The Recording 
Secretary notified that the result of voting to empower the Executive Committee 
to deal with the legacy of Rs. 5,857-14-9 bequeathed by the late Mrs. Jerbanoo 
Hormusji Dadabhoy in such manner as it may deem fit in consonance with the 
terms of the bequest was as follows: 

In favour ... 34 

Against ... \ 

The General Council was notified that the Executive Committee had 
decided that half the legacy should go to the Faithful Service Fund and the 
other half to a new fund to be designated “ General Charity Fund 

The Council then adjourned to meet on 31st December, 1951 at 2 p. m. 
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MINUTES 

Of Meeting of the General Council of the Theosophical Society, 
held at “ Shanti Kunj ”, Banaras, on Monday, 

31st December, 1951, at 2 p.m. 

Second Session 


Present: 


Mr. C. Jinarajadasa 


Mr. Sidney A. Cook 
Mr. C. D. Shores 

Miss Helen Sahara 


Mr. Rohit Mehta 
Mr. N. Sri Ram 


Mr. R. M. Alpaiwalla 
Srimati Rukmini Devi Arundaie 


... President (in the chair) and Proxy for 
the General Secretary of the Theo¬ 
sophical Society in Chile and Messrs. 
H. S. L. Polak and J. E. van Dissel 
(Additional Members). 

.... Vice-President. 

... Treasurer and Proxy for the General 
Secretary of the Theosophical Society 
in Indonesia. 

... Recording Secretary, and Proxy for the 
General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Puerto Rico and Dr. Hugh 
Shearman (Additional Member). 

... General Secretary, the T.S. in India. 

... Additional Member, and Proxy for the 
General Secretaries of the Theosophical 
Society in New Zealand and England. 

... Additional Member. 

... Present by special invitation. 


8 . The Treasurer’s Report .—The audited financial statements of the 
Society for the official year ended 30th September, 1951, presented by the Hon. 
Treasurer with his report and recommended by the Executive Committee for 
adoption, were given consideration and approved. 

9. Budget for 1951-52 .—The Budget estimates for the year ending 30th 
September, 1952, recommended by the Executive Committee for adoption were 
adopted as detailed hereunder : 
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THE T.S. HEADQUARTERS, ADYAR, BUDGET FOR 1951-52 



Budget 

Actuals 

Budget 


Budget 

Actuals 

Budget 

Expanse 

for 

for 

for 

Income 

for 

for 

for 

1930-'31 

1950- 51 

1931 -'52 


1950-31 

19 50- 31 

1951-'52 


Ks. 

Rs. 

Rs 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 





Rent 

54.000 

54.188 

34.000 


23,300 

22.469 

23.000 

Conservancv Charges ... 

1.300 

1.349 

1.300 

Repairs and Renewals 
(Excess to War-deferred 




l-ees and Dues 

20.000 

20.530 

20.000 




Garden Income 

36.800 

34.228 

38.800 


30.000 

28.050 

30.000 

Casuarina ... 

4.000 

3.942 

10.000 

Garden Expenses . 

37.300 

36,974 

40.800 

Administration Charges . 

7.130 

7.130 

7.130 

3.000 

5.133 

5.000 

Interest (Gross) 

30.000 

30.317 

30.000 

Light and Water 

Watch and Ward 

5.200 

5,294 

5.000 

Special Departments: 




14.250 

13.238 

15.400 




Postages. Telegrams and 

3.300 

2,633 

3.300 

Engineering Depart- 


1.25.676 

1.13.330 

Printing and Stationery ... 

4.300 

3.583 

4.500 

ment ... 

1.19.330 




Vasanta Press 

1.00.400 

1.07.424 

1.20.000 


900 

679 

800 

Laundry 

7.900 

6,704 

6.700 

Sanitation Expenses 

4,450 

3.923 

3.800 

Bhojanasala 


884 



12.000 

12,467 

12.500 

* 





100 

62 

100 

Deficit to be made good 




Interest on Funds and 

Accounts . 

Convention (Reserve 

10.000 

9.543 

10.000 

2.300 

by Donations 

36,798 

66.778 

29,020 

for 1932) 

5,000 

14,003 





Contributions: 








Adyar Library . 

3.000 

3.000 

3.000 





Dispensary . 

President's Travelling 

3,200 

3.166 

3,200 





Fund . 

Museum and Archives ... 

500 

443 

500 





The School of the Wisdom.. 

6.500 

6.300 

6.300 





Depreciation . 

Donations to various Funds 

14.000 

15.153 

14.000 

14.500 





and Accounts . 

Convention 1931 Travelling 


l.OCO 






Expenses . 







Bhojanasala—deficit 

Lead beater Chambers— 

900 


630 





deficit .. 

1.000 

422 

2.000 





Special Departments: 








Engineering Department... 

1,19.500 

1.23.253 

1.13.330 





Vasanta Press . 

1.04 .C00 

1.06.868 

1.20.000 





Laundry . 

7,778 

6.730 

6.700 





Surplus . 


17,534 







4.17.878 

4.59.130 

4,30.480 


4.17.878 

( 4.39.150 

4,30.480 


For The Theosophical Society, 
C. D. SHORES. 

Hony. Treasurer. 
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10. The Appointment of Auditors for 1951-52 .—It was resolved that 
Messrs. V. Soundararajan and Co., Registered Accountants, be reappointed 
Auditors for the year 1951-52 on an increased remuneration of Rs. 1,000/*, the 
terms and conditions remaining the same as in previous years. 

Helen Sahara, 
Recording Secretary. 



SUMMARY OF STATISTICS, 1951 


National Sections (Active) ... 
Presidential Agencies (Active) 8 

During the year three Presidential 
Agencies have been formed : Indochina; 
State of Israel and Japan. The Pre¬ 
sidential Agency of Ecuador was 
dissolved. 


Total Lodges (1951) ... 1.264 

Total Membership: 



1950 


... 32,564 


1951 


... 32,180 


Decrease 

384 



No. of 

No. of 



Lodges Members 

1 . 

United States 

of 



America 

... 144 

4,008 

2 . 

England 

... 116 

3,313 

3. 

India 

... 362 

6,838 

4. 

Australia 

... 16 

1,102 

5. 

Sweden 

... 19 

390 

6 . 

New Zealand 

... 16 

941 

7. 

Netherlands 

... 36 

1,704 

8 . 

F ranee 

... 49 

1,700 

9. 

Italy 

... 36 

938 

10 . 

Germany 

... 25 

627 

11 . 

Cuba 

... 33 

622 

12 . 

Hungary 

... — 

— 

13. 

Finland 

... 22 

719 

14. 

Czechoslo¬ 




vakia* 

1 

44 (1949) 

15. 

Southern Africa.. 12 

597 

16. 

Scotland 

... 20 

319 

17. 

Switzerland 

... 14 

253 

18. 

Belgium 

... 11 

300 

19. 

Indonesia 

... 16 

496 

20 . 

Burma 

... 7 

64 

21 . 

Austria 

... 13 

364 

22 . 

Norway 

... 7 

149 

23. 

Egypt* 

... — 

— 

24. 

Denmark 

... 12 

340 


• Presidential Agency. 


No. of No. of 
Lodges Members 


25. 

Ireland 

4 

39 

26. 

Mexico 

26 

451 

27. 

Canada 

11 

371 

28. 

Argentina 

66 1,354 

29. 

Chile 

12 

106 

30. 

Brazil 

34 

748 

31. 

Bulgaria 

— 

— 

32. 

Iceland ... 

5 

243 

33. 

Spain 

— 

— 

34. 

Portugal 

11 

230 

35. 

Wales 

7 

174 

36. 

Poland 

— 

— 

37. 

Uruguay 

6 

71 

38. 

Puerto Rico 

7 

86 

39. 

Rumania 

— 

— 

40. 

Yugoslavia 

— 

— 

41. 

Ceylon* 

1 

60 

42. 

Greece 

7 

270 

43. 

Central America. 

11 

142 

44. 

Paraguay* 

— 

— 

45. 

Peru 

10 

200 (1949) 

46. 

Philippines 

13 

307 

47. 

Colombia 

10 

120 

48. 

British East Africa 8 

214 

49. 

Pakistan* 

6 

280 

50. 

Malaya & Singapore* 4 

105 

51. 

Northern Ireland* 

3 

77 

52. 

Indo-China* 

5 

135 

53. 

State of Israel * 

— 

8 

54. 

Japan* 

— 

i 

55. 

Canadian Federation 7 

184 

56. 

H.P.B. Lodge,Canada 1 

12 

57. 

Olcott-Blavatsky 

(Greece) 

1 

20 

58. 

Libertad Lodge 
(Argentina) 

1 

12 

59. 

Fellows-at-large 

— 

10 

60. 

Members attached to 



Adyar 

— 

320 


Total ... 

1,264 

32,180 


-V 




Helen Zahara, 
Recording Secretary. 





